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INTRODUCTION. 


TH  E  various  Attempts,  which 
have  been  made  to  traduce 
Major  General  Shirley 's  Conduct  in 
his  late  military  Command  in  North 
America^  make  it  needlefs  to  apologize 
for  the  Publication  of  the  following 
Sheets;  the  fole  Intent  whereof  is  to  give 
a  plain  Narrative  of  the  Meafures, 
which  he  purfued  in  the  Execution  of 

his 


[vi] 

his  Truft,  that  a  right  Judgment  may 
be  formed  of  his  Behaviour  in  the  Dif- 
charge  of  it ;  and  his  Conducl  ftand 
vindicated  from  all  Imputations  of 
having  been  any  ways  acceflary  to  any 
of  the  Misfortunes,  which  have  befallen 
his  Majejlys  Service  in  the  Courfe  of 
the  prefent  War. 

In  doing  this,  the  Author  {hall  ad- 
vance fuch  Fa&s  only,  as  will  ftand  the 
Teft  of  the  JlriSleJl  Examination. 

If  this  Account  was  to  have  a  Re- 
trofpeft  to  the  laft  War  with  France 
in  North  America^  of  which  Mr* 
Shirley  had  the  chief  Direction  at  Land, 
it  would  open  a  Field  of  National 
Services,  which  were  principally  owing 

to 


[  vii  ] 

to  his  Vigilance,  Activity  and  Con- 
dud  :  The  Prefervation  of  Nova 
Scotia  from  falling  into  the  Enemy's 
Hands,  when  in  the  moft  imminent 
Ringer  of  being  loft  ;  the  Acquifi.- 
tion  of  Cape  Breton  ;  the  fmall 
Number  of  Forces  with  which  both 
Services  were  effected  ;  the  little  Ex- 
pence  to  the  Nation,  with  which  they 
were  attended  ;  the  *  Oeconomy  ufed 
by  him  in  making  all  juft  Savings  to 
the  Crown  ;  and  the  Effect  which  the 
Conqueft  then  made  had  towards  ex- 
tinguifhing  the  War,  are  Matters,  which 
muft  be  recent  in  the  Memory  of  thofe, 
who  are  verfed  in  the  public  Tran- 
factions  of  that  Period. 


*  Of  this  the  late  Mr.  Pelham,  Firft  Lord  Com- 
miffioner  of  the  Treafury  did  him  the  Honour  to 
take  public  Notice  in  Parliament, 

But 


[ viii  ] 

But  as  it  is  not  intended  to  veil  Mif- 
carriagcs,  which  Mr.  Shirley  may  have 
been  guilty  of  during  his  late  Com- 
mand, with  Merit,  which  might  be 
claimed  for  him  from  his  former  Ser- 
vices, the  Author  (hall  confine  himfelf 
within  the  Compafs  of  the  frefent  War, 
and  the  Hostilities  immediately  pre- 
ceding it. 


THE 


THE 

CONDUCT 

O  F 

Major   General  Shirley, 

fHE  Earl  of  Holder 77 effe  fignified  his  *753 


wp^f^l  Majefty's  Commands  to  the  feve- 
P^lLwM  ral  Governors  of  North  America, 
mS0ffi  "  That  in  cafe  the  Subjects  of  any 
Wmg§m  «  foreign  prince  or  State  mould 
<f  prefume  to  make  any  Incroachments  in  the 
"  Limits  of  his  Majefiys  Dominions,  or  to 
"  erect  Forts  on  his  Majefiys  Lands,  or  to 
"  commit  any  other  Acl  of  Hoftility ;  and 
{C  mould,  upon  a  Requifition  made  to 
"  them  to  deiift  from  fuch  Proceedings,  per- 
"  fift  in  them,  they  fhould  draw  forth  the 
"  arm'd  Force  of  their  refpeclive  Province 
"  and  ufe  their  beft  Endeavours  to  repel  Force 
"  by  Force." 

*  Mr.  Shirley,   before   his    receiving  thefe 
Orders,    had     gained    Intelligence    that    the 

*  Then  Governor  of  the  MctJJachufds  Bay. 

B  French 


Au<r. 


"753-  French  had  greatly  increased  their  Settlements 
^  v  upon  each  Side  of  the  River  Chaadiere,  which 
falls  into  that  of  St.  Lawrence,  a  few  Miles 
above  the  City  of  Quebec ;  and  that  they  were 
proceeding  to  make  Settlements  at  about  30 
Miles  Diftance,  upon  a  noted  *  Carrying- 
place,  that  feparates  the  Head  of  the  Chaudiere 
from  the  Kennebeck ;  which  laft  River  affords 
the  French  a  Shorter  ParTage  from  Quebec  for 
making  Dcfcents  upon  the  Provinces  of  the 
Maffachujets  Bay,  and  New  Hamp/hire,  and 
destroying  the  King's  Woods  there  (from 
whence  the  Royal  Navy  is  in  a  great  meafure 
fupplied  with  white  Pines  for  Mails,  Yards, 
and  Bowfprits)  than  any  other  Route  what- 
ever ;  and  from  which  the  Indians,  during  the 
War  between  them  and  New  England  in  1723 
and  1724,  had  made  all  their  Incurlions  and 
Ravages  upon  the  Eaftern  Parts  of  the  Maffa- 
chujets Bay  ;  that  the  Norridgwalk  Indians  in- 
habiting within  his  Majeftys  Territories  had 
given  the  new  French  Settlers  Liberty  to  hunt 
l— v— jany  where  in  that  Country,  as  a  Recompence 
for  the  Service,  they  were  to  be  of  to  them  in 
Time  of  War  'with  the  Englifi,  by  Sup- 
plying them  with  Provifions  and  military 
Stores ;  and  that  the  Arrefigunnticook,  Norridg- 
walk, and  Penobfcot  Indians  were  upon  the 
Point  of  breaking  out  into  Hostilities  againft 
Mar.  23.  the  Englifi  -,  wherefore  in  confequence  of  his 
Majefty's  Orders  he  laid  thefe  feveral  Matters 

*  Called  by  the  Indians  IFawandawanock, 

before 
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before  the  Maffachufets  AfTembly,  and  recom-  J754- 
mended  to  them  the  building  a  ftrong  Fort*  /"""" 
near  the  Head  of  the  River  Kennebeck,  above 
the  Head  Quarters  of  the  Norridgwalk  In- 
dicms,  and  to  pufh  on  the  Englifh  Settlements 
there  in  a  defenfible  manner  ;  in  order  to  fe- 
cure  the  Province  from  the  Encroachments  of 
the  French  in  thofe  Parts,  and  either  hold  the 
Indians  in  a  due  Dependence,  or  oblige  them 
to  abandon  the  River. 

The  AfTembly,  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Shirley  $  April  9. 
Speech,  told  him,  "  They  looked  upon  it 
"to  be  of  abfolute  Neceffity  that  the  French 
"  fhould,  at  all  Events,  be  prevented  from 
"  making  any  Settlements  whatever  upon  the 
"  River  Kennebeck,  or  the  Carrying-place  at 
"  the  Head  of  it. 

"  That  they  defired  him  to  order  a  new 
c<  Fort  to  be  erected  about  1 20  Feet  fquare, 
"  as  far  up  the  River  above  Richmond  Fort  as 
"  he  fhould  think  fit. 

cc  That  they  defired  he  would  order  a  fuffi- 
"  cient  Force  up  to  the  Carrying-place  to  re- 
"  move  the  French,  that  might  be  fettled 
"  there  ;  but  that,  as  they  apprehended  their 
iC  Succefs,  next  under  Providence,  would  de- 
"  pend  very  much  upon  his  taking  this  Af- 
"  fair  into  his  immediate  Care  and  Direction, 
"  they  prayed  him  to  fubmit  to  the  Inconve- 
"  niences  of  a  Voyage  to  the  Eaftern  Parts  of 
<c  the  Provhice,  and  there  give  fuch  Orders 
"  as  he  fhould  find  neceffary  ;  and  that  his 
[*  Perfon    might   be  fecure  againft  any   At- 

*'  tempts 
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x754-  "  tempts  of  the  French  and  Indians,  and  he 
"*'~V~W"  be  enabled  to  effect  the  building  the  Fort, 
"  and  to  deftroy  any  French  Settlements,  that 
"  might  be  carrying  on,  they  would  make 
<c  Proviiion  for  the  Pay  and  Sublicence  of 
"  500  Men"  (which  they  afterwards  aug- 
mented to  800)  "  and  that  they  would  make 
<c  ample  Proviiion  for  his  Voyage,  and  an  In- 
"  terview  with  the  Indians,  if  he  Jhoidd  think 
"  proper  ;  hoping  that  by  his  prudent  Manage - 
"  ment  thofe  Indians  would  be  convinced, 
"  that  it  was  their  Intereft  to  continue  in 
"  Peace  with  the  EngUfhT 

In  the  Summer  following  Mr.  Shirley  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Eaftern  Parts  of  the  Province 
with  the  Troops  raifed  for  that  Service,  re- 
newed a  Treaty  of  Peace  with  the  Norridg-* 
walk  and  Penobfcot  Indians  at  Falmouth,  and 
with  their  Confent  built  Fort  JVcjiern  and  Fort 
Halifax  upon  the  River  Kennebeck,  the  former 
about  37  Miles  from  the  Mouth  of  it,  and  the 
other  about  54;  and  the  Troops  penetrated 
to  the  head  of  the  Kemubeck,  and  very  near 
the  head  of  the  Carrying-place,  which  divides 
it  from  the  Chaudiere ;  but  found  no  French 
Settlements  either  upon  the  Kennebeck  or  Car- 
rying-place, the  French  having  been  prevented, 
as  appeared  afterwards,  from  making  any,  by 
the  Attempts  they  were  engaged  in  upon 
the  Ohio. 

Of  thefe  Proceedings  Mr.  Shirley  tranfmit- 
ted  an  Account  to  his  Majefys  Minijlers  in 
England,   and  about  the  lame   Time   repre- 

fented 


is) 

fented  the  imminent  Danger,  which  he  1754* 
apprehended  the  neighbouring  Province  ofv"""Nr—' 
Nova  Scotia  was  expofed  to  from  the  Forti- 
fications, and  other  Incroachments  of  the 
French  upon  the  IJlhmus,  and  the  Peninfida 
there,  and  St.  Johns  River  in  the  Bay  of 
Fnnda,  as  alfo  from  the  fudden  Attacks,  which 
might  be  formed  againft  it  from  St.  Johns 
IJland,  Loidjbourg  and  Quebec. 

In  anfwer  to  the  former,  Mr.  Shirley  receiv'dSept.  6, 
in  a  Letter  from  Sir  Thomas  Robin/on,  then  one 
of  his  Majefiy's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
his  Majefiy's  Royal  Approbation  of  the  Service 
upon  the  River  Kennebeck,  with  Orders  to 
communicate  it  to  the  AfjembU  ,  and  upon  hisSept  39. 
Return  from  that  Expedition  his  Majefiy's 
Orders  were  fignified  to  him  in  another  Let- 
ter from  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon,  whereby  he  was 
directed  to  concert  Meafures  with  Mr.  Law- 
rence, Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  for 
attacking  the  French  Forts  in  that  Pj"ovi?ice. 

Mr.  Lawrence  having  got  Intelligence,  thatNov.  25. 
the  French  designed  to  make  a  fpeedy  Effort 
for  extending  their  Incroachments  upon  the 
Peninfida,  Meafures  were  concerted  (purfuant 
to  his  Majeftys  Orders)  between  Mr.  Shirley 
and  him  for  making  an  Attempt  early  in  the 
Spring  to  prevent  the  Execution  of  their 
Scheme,  by  removing  them  from  their  Forts 
on  the  Ifthmus,  and  St.  Johns  River  j  for 
which  Purpofe  it  being  neceffary  to  raife 
2000  New  England  Men  to,  act:  in  Conjunction 

with 
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1754-    with  fuch   a  Part   of  his    Majejlys  Regular 

_"~v  Forces  in  Nova  Scotia  as  could  be  fpared  for 
that  Service  j  and  to  furnifti  12  Pieces  of  bat- 
tering Cannon,  military  Stores,  &c.  neceflary 
for  carrying  on  iuch  an  Enterprize,  Mr.  Shir- 
ley took  that  Part  upon  him  ;  and  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  railing  of  the  Men,  as  well  as  to 
make  a  Saving  to  the  Crown,  they  were  in- 
lifted  under  his  own  Command,  as  Colonel 
of  the  Regiment.* 

)ec.  1.  Mr.  Shirley  received  his  Majejlys  Orders 
for  railing  a  Regiment  of  Foot  in  North  Ame- 
rica confifting  of  1000  Men,  to  be  commands 
ed  by  himielf. 

)ec  8.  He  informed  Sir  Thomas  Robin/on,  that  he 
mould  proceed  to  raife  2000  Men  for  the 
Service  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  made  all  neceflary 
Preparations  for  carrying  the  propofed  Expe- 
dition into  Execution  ;  and  as  good  fmall 
Arms  were  not  to  be  procured  in  the  Colonies, 
he  acquainted  him  that  it  was  abfolutely  he* 
celTary,  that  2000  Stands  mould  be  fent  from 
England  in  Time  to  arrive  at  Bofton  early  in 
April. 

« 

*  The  -j  ft  Battalion  was  commanded  by  Captain  John 
IVinJlozv?  late  of  his  Majefty's  40th  Regiment,  an  old  ex- 
perienced Officer,  particularly  in  the  American  Service,  to 
whom  Mr.  Shirley  gave  a  provincial  Commiffion  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  upon  this  Occafion  ;  the  Second  by  Cap- 
tain George  Scott  of  his  Majefty's  40th  Regiment,  whofe  Qua- 
lifications for  this  Command  in  every  Refpecl  Mr.  Shirley 
was  acquainted  with  from  a  perfect  Knowledge  of  his  Ser- 
vices in  Nova  Scotia  ;  to  whom  Mr.  Shirley  likewife  upon 
this  efpecial  Occafion  gave  a  provincial  Commiffion  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel. 

By 


By  this  Time  Mr.  Shirley  had  near  corn-  175& 
pleated  his  own  Regiment,  as  alfo  the  two^T** 
New  England  Battaillons  of  1000  each,  deftin'd 
for  the  Service  of  Nova  Scotia  j  and  having 
received  Intelligence  in  the  Summer  preceed- 
ing,  that  the  French  defign'd  to  build  a  new 
Fort,  and  extend  their  Encroachments  at 
Crown  Point,  and  being  of  Opinion  that  the 
Expedition  for  driving  the  French  of  Canada 
out  of  Nova  Scotia  might  give  the  Colonies  a 
favourable  Opportunity  to  form  another  a- 
gainft  Crown  Point,  and  that  that  Attempt 
would  at  the  fame  time  make  a  Diverfion  in 
favour  of  the  Expedition  in  Nova  Scotia,  pro- 
pofed  to  the  four  Governments  of  New  En- 
gland  and  Province  of  New  York,  to  carry 
one  on  againft  the  French  in  that  Quarter  with 
upwards  of  4000  Men,  and  particnlarly  re- 
commended the  engaging  the  Indians  of 
the  Six  Nations  in  it,  and  that  Colonel  Johnfon, 
as  he  had  a  confiderable  Influence  over  them, 
mould  be  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Expe- 
dition ;  and  upon  this  Occafion  he  recom- 
mended to  the  Government  of  Penfilvania^ 
which  had  then  fome  religious  Scruples  againft 
railing  Troops,  to  contribute  their  Quota  of 
the  Expence  of  this  Expedition  in  Provifions  ; 
all  which  was  comply'd  with. 

Mr.  Shirley  received  a  Letter  from  Sir  TZw-Mar.  14. 
mas  Robin/on  acquainting  him,  that  Major  Ge- 
neral Braddock  would  foon  arrive  in  Virginia 
with  two  Regiments  under  his  Command,  and 
directing  him,  upon  his  being  notified  by  Mr. 

Brad- 


[8] 
1755-    Braddock  of  his  Arrival,  to  meet  him  at  fuch 

v-~v"*"JTime  and  Place,  as  mould  be  moft  convenient 
for  both. 

Mar.  1 8.  He  received  a  Letter  by  Exprefs  from  Ge- 
neral Braddock  acquainting  him  with  his  Ar- 
rival ;  that  he  had  Orders  to  have  an  Interview 
with  him,  and  defiringhim  to  meet  him  asfoon 
as  he  could  at  Annapolis  in  Maryland-,  and 
in  the  mean  time  he  communicated  to  him 
the  Plan  of  the  Expedition  under  his  own 
immediate  Command  againft  the  French  Forts 
upon  the  Ohio,  to  be  carried  on  with  the  two 
Britijh  Regiments,  he  had  brought  with  him 
from  England,  and  the  Irregulars  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland j  and  propofed  to  him  for  hi» 
Confederation,  an  Attempt  to  be  made  at  the 
fame  Time  for  the  Reduction  of  the  French 
Forts  at  Niagara  with  the  two  Corps  of  the 
50th  and  51ft  Regiments,  to  be  conducted 
under  his  Command. 

Mr,  Shirley,  at  the  Time  of  receiving  this 
Letter,  was  clofely  engaged  in  making  the 
necefTary  Preparations  for  fitting  out  in  due 
Time  the  two  Expeditions  againft.  the  Freiich 
in  Nova  Scotia  and  at  Crown  Point  (the  Suc- 
cefs  of  the  former  of  which  more  efpecially 
depended  upon  the  Difpatch  of  it)  befides 
railing  his  own  Regiment  and  the  Bufmefs  of 
his  Civil  Jldminijlration  within  his  Govern- 
ment. 

Mar.  3c  As  foon  as  he  could  finifli  the  necefTary 
Orders  for  carrying  on  the  Preparations  of 
both  Expeditions  in  his  Abfence,  fo  as  that  the 

Neva 
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Nova  Scotia  Regiment  might  embark  with  J75S- 
its  Artillery,  Provifions,  and  Stores  upon  the^^¥_n* 
Arrival  of  the  2000  Stands  of  Arms  from 
England  (in  cafe  that  mould  happen  before 
his  Return  to  Bojion)  and  he  had  fo  fettled 
Matters  among  the  four  Colonies  of  New  E?ig- 
land,  as  to  fecure  the  Preparations  of  the  Ex- 
pedition againft  Crown  Point  from  any  Mif- 
carriage  among  them  during  his  Abfence 
(both  which  Bun* aeries  necefTarily  took  him  up 
to  the  30th  of  March)  Mr.  Shirley  then  fet  out, 
the  Snow  lying  deep  on  the  Ground  in  New 
England,  to  meet  General  Braddock,  and  by 
the  14th  of  April,  after  being  retarded  three 
Days  in  his Journey  to  New  London  bytempeftu- 
ous  Weather,  and  obliged  there  to  crofs  the 
Sound  of  New  Tork  with  his  Carriages  and 
Horfes,  and  travel  almoft  the  whole  length  of 
Long  I/land  by  Land,  arrived  at  Alexandria  in 
Virginia,  where  Mr.  Braddock  then  was,  be- 
ing about  550  Miles  from  Bojlon!* 

C  On 


*  The  giving  fo  particular  an  Account  of  the  Time, 
when  Mr.  Shirley  fet  out  from  Bojion  to  meet  General  Brad- 
dock,  of  the  Bufinefs,  which  hindered  him  from  fetting  out 
fooner,  and  the  Gbftacles,  he  met  with  in  his  Journey  to 
Alexandria,  is  occafioned  by  his  being  taxed,  in  a  Pam- 
phlet intitled  "  Geographical,  Hiftorical,  Political,  Philofo- 
"  phical  and  Mechanical  Effays,  No.  2.  by  Lewis  Evans," 
with  having,  by  his  dilatory  Proceedings,  made  General 
Braddock  wait  three  Weeks  at  Annapolis  and  Alexandria  for 
an  Interview  with  him  ;  which  delayed  his  March  fo  long 
as  prevented  his  arriving  at  Fort  Duquefne  before  the  In- 
dians, who    attacked  him  at    the  Monongahela,  joined  the 

French  j 
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1755.  On  the  fame  Day  General  Braddock,  after 
^•^a  Conference  with  Mr.  Shirley  and  Captain 
'  Keppell,  Commander  of  his  Majefty's  Ships 
then  in  North  America,  determined  upon  car- 
rying on  three  Expeditions  to  the  Northward, 
viz.  one  againft  the  French  Forts  at  Niagara  ; 
another  againft  their  Incroachments  in  Nova 
Scotia  ;  and  the  other  againft  Crown  Point  -, 
the  firft  of  them  to  be  carried  on  with  the 
Troops  of  the  50th  and  51ft  Regiments,  then 
raifing,  under  the  Command  of  Mr.  Shirley  ; 
the  fecond  to  be  proiecuted  upon  the  Plan, 
and  according  to  the  Meafures  concerted  be- 
tween Mr.  Shirley  and  Mr.  Lawrence  j  and 
that  againft  Crown  Point  upon  the  Plan  fettled 

French  ;  and  thereby  occafioned  his  Defeat  ;  whereas  it 
appears  by  the  foregoing  Account,  that  Mr.  Shirley  ufed  all 
the  Expedition  in  meeting  Mr.  Braddock,  that  his  Majefty's 
other  Service,  which  he  was  necelTarily  engaged  in  at 
Bojlon,  theDiftance  of  the  Place  of  meeting,  and  the  Seafon 
of  the  Year  would  admit  :  In  facT:,  General  Braddock's 
March  from  Alexandria,  where  his  Head  Quarters  were, 
was  not  in  the  leaft  delayed  by  this  Interview  ;  the  two  laft 
Divifions  of  his  Troops  and  part  of  his  Artillery  were  not 
moved  from  Alexandria  till  three  Days  after  Mr.  Shirley's 
Arrival  there  ;  and  befides  it  is  publickly  known  that  Ge- 
neral Braadcck  was  detained  by  various  Difappointments 
feveh  Weeks  after  Mr  Shirley  left  Alexandria  ;  of  which  he 
complained  in  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Shirley  from  Fort  Cumber- 
land, wherein  he  fays,  "  I  cannot  exprefs  the  Difap- 
"  pointments,  Negligence,  Difhonefty,  and  Oppofition  I 
*<  have  met  with  in  the  Expedition  under  my  Command, 
"  which  muft  unavoidably  retard  my  March  a  Month  later 
"  than  I  at  firft  intended  ;  I  mod  iincerely  wifh  you  may 
"  be  free  from  thefe  Troubles." 

by 
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by  Mr.  Shirley  :  As  to  the  Expedition  againfl  *755- 
the  French  Forts  upon  the  Ohio,  that  was'  *■"' 
determined  upon  by  Mr.  Braddock  before  Mr. 
Shirley?,  Arrival  at  Alexandria ;  the  two  Bri- 
tijh  Regiments  being  all  marched  from  thence 
to  Winchejler  with  the  Baggage,  Artillery,  &c, 
except  two  Divifions  of  the  48th,  which 
marched  in  three  Days  after. 

General  Braddock  appointed  Colonel  John-  Apr.  16. 
fon  to  be  fole  Superintendant  of  the  Indians  of 
the  Five  Nations,  with  Inductions  to  engage 
as  large  a  Number  of  them  as  he  could  for 
his  Majefty's  Service  in  the  Expedition  againfl 
Crown  Point,  Niagara,  and  the  French  Forts 
upon  the  Ohio  ;  and  about  the  fame  time 
ordered  Captain  King  with  two  independent 
Companies  of  New  Tork  under  his  Com- 
mand, and  Captian  Bradjlreet  with  two  Com- 
panies of  the  51ft  Regiment  under  his,  to 
proceed  forthwith  to  Ofwego  for  the  Pro- 
tection of  the  Fort  there,  until  Mr.  Shirley 's 
Arrival,  and  to  ftrengthen  it  as  foon  as  might 
be. 

It  being  judged  necefTary  by  the  Council  APr"  J7' 
held  at  Alexandria,  that  one  or  more  armed 
VefTels,  of  about  60  Ton  each  fhould  be 
built  upon  the  Lake  Ontario  for  fecuring  the 
Command  of  it;  the  Care  of  ordering  that  Part 
of  the  Service  was  committed  to  Mr.  Shir- 
ley. 

Mr.  Shirley  fet  out  from  Alexandria  upon  Apr.  1^ 
his  Return  to  Bojlon,  and  in  palling  through 
C  2  Phila- 
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'755-  Philadelphia  received  a  Letter  from  Sir  Tho- 
K-*~*~m~Jmas  Robinfen,  acquainting  him  with  his  Ma- 
jeftys  Approbation  of  his  Defign  to  raife  the 
2000  New  England  Men,  and  his  Majefty's 
Orders  to  compleat  them ;  and  informing 
him,  that  his  Majefty  had  ordered  2000  Stands 
of  A;  ms  to  be  fent  to  him  at  Bofton. 
Apr.  25.  Mr.  Shirley  judging  upon  further  Con- 
fideration,  that  his  own  Regiment,  with  fuch 
Part  of  the  51ft  as  was  likely  to  be  raifed  in 
Time  for  the  Expedition  againft.  Niagara, 
would  not  be  a  fufficient  Force  for  effecting 
the  Service  under  his  Command  upon  the 
Lake  Ontario,  againft  the  Oppofition,  which 
might  be  expected  there  in  the  Defence  of  fo 
important  a  Place  to  the  French,  in  his  return 
through  the  Province  of  New  Jerfey  procured 
an  Act  of  the  Ajfembly  then  fitting,  for  leav- 
ing the  Regiment  of  that  Province  confiding 
of  500  Men  (which  by  their  late  Act  was 
confined  to  be  empioyed  in  the  Service  againft 
Crown  Point)  at  Liberty  to  proceed  under  his 
Command  to  Ofwcgo;  which  Difpofition  of  it 
was  afterwards  confirmed  by  General  Brad' 
dock. 
Apr.  29.  Mr.  Shirley  arrived  at  New  Tork,  where  he 
found  that  the  two  Companies  of  the  51ft 
Regiment  ordered  by  General  Braddock  to  pro- 
ceed, as  foon  as  might  be,  to  Ofwego>  were 
detained  for  want  of  Money  to  pay  the  Men 
their  Sublicence  (the  Deputy  Pay-raa/ier  Ge- 
neral for  the  Northern  Diflrict  not  being  then 

arrived 
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arrived  in  America)  and  of  Battoes  ;  the  pro- 
viding of  which  laft  was  committed  to  the*- 
Care  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New 
Tork  :  Wherefore,  in  order  to  difpatch  Cap- 
tain Bradfireet  with  the  two  Companies  for 
OfwegOy  he  procured  Money  to  fupply  the 
commanding  Officer  of  the  Regiment  for 
that  Purpofe  :  During  his  Stay  there  he  like- 
wife  fettled  Colonel  John/on  s  *  Commiffion 
and  Inftruftions,  together  with  the  neceffary 
Preparations  for  the  Campaign  to  Crown  Point, 
the  Plan  of  Operations  to  be  purfued,  the  Ap- 
pointment of  the  neceffary  Officers  for  the 
Indians  which  were  to  be  engaged  in  that  Ex- 
pedition, and  other  Matters  relative  to  them, 
&c.  as  alfo  feveral  with  the  Lieutenant  Go- 
vernor of  New  Tork  for  fupplying  both  that 
and  the  Niagara  Expedition  with  Artillery 
and  Ordnance  Stores,  and  other  things  relative 
only  to  the  former  of  them  :  He  fettled  like- 
wife,  before  he  left  New  Tork,  Captain  Brad- 
Jireet's  Inftru&ions  for  forwarding  the  Building 
of  the  two  Sloops  upon  the  Lake  Ontario,  to- 
gether with  two  frnall  Schooners  or  Row 
Gallies  of  about  20  Ton  each  for  Tenders 
to  them  j  as  alfo  the  necefTary  Orders  for 
hiring  Seamen,  contracting  with  Builders  and 

*  By  this  Commiffion  (being  a  provincial  one)  Colonel 
Johnfonvras  appointed  by  Mr.  Shirley,  Major  General  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  provincial  Forces  employed  in 
that  Expeditom 

Workmen, 
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JW^  Workmen,  and  for  procuring  Provifions  and 
ali  manner  of  Stores  for  that  Expedition. 

It  mutt  be  obferved  here,  that  when  Mr. 
Shirley  was  firft  ordered  to  Ofwego,  the  Pafiage 
thither  was  very  little  known  to  any  but  a  few 
Officers,  who  had  been  ported   at  the  Gar- 
rifon  there,  and  a  few  Indian  Traders  of  Al- 
bany and  ScheneBada,  who  ufually  went  there 
once  a  Year,  in  the  Spring  (when  the  Waters 
are  high)  in  Battoes,  with  Goods  fuitable  for 
that  Trade,  and  returned  towards  the  Begin- 
ning  of  Winter  ;    Upon  Inquiry  Mr.  Shirley 
found,  that    every   thing   wanted  at  Ofwego 
muft  be  firft  embarked  at  New  York  on  board 
Sloops,  and  fent  160  Miles  up  Budfon\  Ri- 
ver to  Albany,  there  landed,  and  tranfported 
1 6  Miles   to    Scheneclada ;    that    there   they 
muft   be  put  on    board  Battoes  on  the  Mo- 
hawks River,  up  which  they  were  to  proceed 
againft  the   Stream  about    140  Miles  to  the 
great  Carrying-place  at  Oneida  -,  that  the  Paf- 
fage  up  that  River  was  rendered  very  difficult 
by  a  great  Number  of  Falls,   Rifts  of  Rocks, 
and  Shoals,  which  at  all  times  are  bad,  but  in 
dry  Seafons  almoft  impafTable  ;  and  that  in  one 
Part  of  it,  within  five  Miles  of  the  upper  Mo- 
hawks Caflle  at  Conajobara>  there  was  a  Fall 
called  from  thence  the  Conajohara  Fall,  which 
entirely  interrupts  the  Navigation  of  the  River 
for  above  a  Mile,  at  which  Place  all  the  Bat- 
toes and  their  Cargoes  were  dragged  by  Hand 
over  Land  j  that  at  the  Oneida  Carrying-place, 

where 
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where  the  Battoes  leave  the  Mohawh  River,  '755- 
the  Land  Carriage  to  the  Wood  Creek,  in  the<—~v""" 
Spring,  when  the  Waters  are  high,  was  four 
Miles  acrofs,  but  in  the  Summer  eight,  to 
the  Place  where  the  Canada  Creek  falls  into 
the  Wood  Creek  ;  the  Road  extremely  bad 
for  the  moft  part,  through  Swamps  and 
Marines  ;  and  about  60  Miles  from  any  In- 
habitants, except  only  two  or  three  Indian  Fa- 
milies whicii  retidzd  there,  and  kept  a  few 
Horfes  and  Sledges  to  carry  over  the  Traders 
Good? ;  that  there  was  no  Houfe  or  Place  to 
fhelter  Goods  from  the  Weather,  there  be- 
ing no  Ufe  for  one,  as  the  Traders  always  fe- 
cured  their  Goods  in  their  Battoes,  fo  that  they 
could  not  be  hurt  by  it ;  and  as  there  gene- 
rally arrived  at  the  Carrying-place  no  more 
than  two  or  three  Battoes  at  a  time,  they  could 
always  get  over  in  one  Day  :  That  the'  Navi- 
gation through  the  Wood  Creek  to  the  Oneida 
Lake,  which  is  28  Miles,  was  very  difficult, 
the  Creek  being  then  choak'd  up  with  great 
Logs  and  Trunks  of  Trees,  which  had  fallen 
into  it ;  through  which  a  narrow  PafTage  had 
been  cut,  broad  enough  only  to  admit  one  of 
the  fmall  Battoes  to  pafs  through  at  a  time  ; 
that  from  the  Oneida  Lake  to  Ofihego  there 
were  many  other  Difficulties  in  the  PafTage ; 
the  Onondago  River  having  feveral  bad  Falls 
and  Rifts,  and  particularly  one  Fall  within 
1 2  Miles  of  Ofwego,  where  the  whole  River 
tumbles  over  a  perpendicular  Rock  of  above 
16  Feet  high  ;  which  occafions  the  Battoes  to 

be 
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*755-  be  landed  there,  and  dragged  over  a  Carry- 
— v— 'jng_place  0f  about  50  Yards ;  that  from 
thence  down  to  Ofwego,  the  River  was  very 
rapid  and  dangerous  in  many  Places  ;  that  for 
almoft  the  whole  Length  of  the  PafTage  from  1 
Scheneclada  to  Ofwego,  being  240  Miles,  the 
Banks  of  the  Rivers  and  Creeks  were  covered 
with  thick  Woods  and  Brum,  which  put  iti 
into  the  Power  of  the  Enemy  to  ambum  the 
Battoes  in  their  PafTage  whenever  they  pleas'd, 
unlefs  Precautions  were  taken  to  prevent 
them  ;  and  that  it  would  be  neceflary  to  em- 
ploy at  lead  500  Battoes  between  ScheneBadai 
and  Ofwego  to  carry  down  the  Stores  and  Pro- 
vifions  requifite  for  the  Expedition  under  his 
Command,  there  being  not  above  20  Battoes 
then  to  be  purchafed  or  hired  in  the  Province 
of  New  York. 

To  get  over  as  many  of  thefe  Difficulties  as 
might  be,  Mr.  Shirley,  before  he  left  New 
York,  gave  Orders  for  a  Number  of  Carpen-i 
ters  to  be  employed  at  ScheneBada,  Albany^ 
and  New  York,  in  building  500  new  Battoes,  1 
which  were  compleated  in  fix  Weeks ;  like  J 
wife  for  one  Party  to  be  employed  in  clearing, 
the  Mohawks  River  and  Wood  Creek  from  asj 
mariyObitru<5tions  in  them  as  was  potfible  j  an- 
other to  be  lent  to  the  Falls  at  Conajohara,  tc 
make  a  pafTable  Pvoad  there,  and  another  I 
build  two  Store  Houies  on  the  Oneida  Carry- 
ing-place, at  each  End  one  ;  which  laft  Party 
after  effecting  that,  proceeded  to  mend  thf 
Road   over  the  Carrying-place ;  and  widenei 

th 
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the  PaiTage  through  the   Wood  Creek,    which   1755- 
they  cleared   higher  up  than   it  was  before, '     v 
and    thereby  made  the  Land  Carriage  three 
Miles  fhorter. 

While  this  was  doing  by  People  hired  in 
the  Province  of  New  York,  Mr.  Shirley,  loon 
after  his  Arrival  at  Bofion,  ordered  two  Com- 
panies of  Sir  William  Pepper  ell's  Regiment, 
then  at  New  York,  to  be  compleated  to  ioo 
Men  each,  and  to  proceed  to  the  great  Carry- 
ing-place, there  to  guard  the  Store  Houfes  and 
Paffage  acrofs,  and  to  be  employed  in  clearing 
the  Woods  on  the  Sides  of  the  Road,  upon 
which  they  worked,  till  the  reft  of  the  Troops 
arrived  there. 

Mr.  Shirley  arrived  from  New  York  at  Hart*  May  9, 
ford  in  Connecticut,  where  he  found  the  Ge- 
neral AJfemhly  fitting,  and  that  a  Stop  was  put 
to  the  raifmg  that  Government's  Quota  of 
Men  for  the  Crown  Point  Expedition,  being 
1200,  on  Account  of  the  AJjemblys  infilling 
that  Mr.  Shirley  mould  give  the  commanding 
Officer  of  their  Forces  a  Commimon  and 
Rank  as  the  fecond  in  Command  after  Ma- 
jor General  Johnfon  •,  which  Point  he  was 
obliged  to  ilay  there  one  Night  to  fettle  with 
the  Governor ;  after  which  he  let  cot  the  next 
Morning  for  Bo/Ion. 

Mr.  Shirley  reached  Bo/ion,  where  he  found  May  13. 
the  2000  Stands  of  fmall  Arms,  which  were 
deftin'd  for  the  Service  of  the  Expedition 
agai nil  the  French  Incroachments  in  Neva 
Scotit?)  arrived  from  England,  and  in  five  Days 
D  after 
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after  all  the  New  England  Forces  embarked 
'for  Fort  Lawre?ice  at  ChiegneBo,  where  they 
arrived  the  2d  Day  of  June,  and  within  fe- 
venteen  Days,  in  Conjunction  with  400  of  the 
regular  Troops  of  his  Majefiys  three  Regi- 
ments there,  attacked  and  reduced  the  French 
Forts  at  Beau  Sejour,  and-  at  Gafpereau  near 
Bay  Verte,  made  the  Garrifons  Prifoners  j  and 
in  a  fhort  time  after,  upon  two  of  his  Majeftfs 
Ships  of  War's  appearing  before  the  French 
Fort  fituated  on  the  River  of  St.  Johns,  about 
three  Miles  above-  the  Mouth  of  it,  the  Gar- 
rifon  there  burft  their  Cannon,  demolifhed 
their  Works  as  much  as  they  could,  evacuated 
the  Fort,  and  retired  up  the  River  to  their 
other  Settlements  upon  it. 

After  the  Reduction  of  the  French  Forts,  it 
being  found  neceffary  by  Mr.  Lawrence  for  the 
Security  of  the  Province,  to  remove  the  Aca- 
dians  (commonly  called  French  Neutrals)  out 
of  it,  and  diilribute  them  among  his  Majejlys 
other  Northern  Colonies,  the  New  England 
Troops  were  employed  in  that  Service,  and 
remained  in  the  Province  to  affift  in  its  De- 
fence till  the  refpeclive  Terms  of  their  Enlift- 
ments  were  expired  j  when  they  infilled  upon 
their  Difcharges,  except  a  Company  of  150 
Rangers,  which  were  raifed  out  of  them, 
and  others,  who  inlifted  into  the  King's  Re- 
giments there. 

For  Mr.  Shirley's  Share  in  the  Service  of 
this  Expedition  he  had  the  Honour  to  have 

his 
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his  Majejlfs  Royal  Approbation  of  it  fignifled  1755- 
to  him  in  a  Letter  from  Sir  Thomas  Robin/on.    V~~V""J 

The  Cloathing,  Arms,  Accoutrements,  May  20. 
Camp  Equipage,  and  Stores  of  the  50th  Re- 
giment (which  was  compleated  to  10 19  Rank 
and  File  by  the  24th  of  April,  being  within 
four  Months  after  its  Eftabli/hment)  arriv'd  at 
Bofton  ;  but  the  Troops  could  not  march  for 
want  of  their  Subfiftence  being  paid  them, 
the  Deputy  Pay-mafter  General  for  the 
Northern  Diftricl  not  being  arrived  in  Ame- 
rica. 

The  Deputy  Pay-mafter  arrived  at  Bo/lon.May  28, 
and  within  about  nine  Days  after  (which  was 
as  foon  as  it  could  pombly  be  done;  the 
Troops  of  that  Regiment  were  paid  their  Sub- 
fiftence, at  two  different  Payments,  up  to  the 
24th  of  Jime. 

The  firft  Diviiion,  coniifting  of  two  Com-junen 
panies  (which  was  as  large  a  Party  as  Quar- 
ters could  be  conveniently  found  for  in  their 
Route)  begun  their  March  from  Bofton  to  the 
Town  of  Providence  in  the  Colony  of  Rhode 
IJlandy  the  other  Companies  following  in  like 
Divifions  the  four  fucceeding  Days. 

The  whole  Regiment  failed  from  Provi- June  16. 
dence  for  Albany,  being  about  450  Miles  diftant 
from  Bojlon,  and  arrived  there  the  28th,  and 
debarking  on  the  30th  marched  that  Day  to 
Schenetfada,  where  they  found  the  New  Jer- 
fey  Regiment  arrived  before  them. 

Before  Mr.  Shirley  left  Bofton  the  Majfachu- 

fets  Aftembly  being  of  Opinion,  that  the  Force 
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'755-    he  was  to  carry  with  him  to  Ofwego  would  not 

"~v""*De    fufficient    to   make    a  Reduction  of  the 

French  Fort  at  Niagara,  upon  his  Application 

Eafted  a  Vote  to  enable  him  to  carry  with 
im  500  of  fuch  of  the  Troops,  that  were 
raifed  by  that  Province  for  the  Expedition 
againft  Crown  Pointy  as  would  inlift  with  him, 
provided  the  other  Colonies  concerned  con- 
fented  to  it ;  to  which  all  except  that  of  Con- 
necticut agreed  ;  whofe  Refufal  prevented  him 
from  having  that  Augmentation  of  the  Forces 
under  his  Command. 

rune  28,  Mr.  Shirley  having  fettled  all  Matters  rela- 
tive to  the  Expedition  againft  Crown  Point, 
fet  out  from  Bo/ton,  and  arrived  at  New  York 
the.  2d  of  July ;  foon  after  which  the  Re- 
mainder of  PepperelW  Regiment  embarked 
from  thence  for  Albany,  and  proceeded  di- 
rectly to  Schenecfada,  leaving  only  a  Detach- 
ment at  Albany  to  efcort  Mr.  Shirley  from 
thence. 

fuly  4-  Upon  Mr.  Shirley's  Arrival  at  New  York  he 
found  a  full  Stop  put  to  the  Preparations  for 
the  Expedition  againft  Crown  Point,  with  re- 
fpecl  to  the  Articles  of  Artillery  and  military 
Stores,  which  the  Governments  of  Majfa- 
ckufets  Bay  and  New  York  had  agreed  to  fur- 
nifh  between  them,  depending  that  the  Colo- 
nies of  Comic  client,  New  HampJJnre,  and  Rhode 
»  Ifland  would  pay  their  Proportions  of  the 
Expence  j  but  that  not  being  done,  the  Go- 
vernment of  New  York  declined  parting  with    . 

the 
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the  Stores  without  actual  Payment  or  Security    i755- 
given.  T-*-„r-»_ 

After  having  removed  this  Obflacle  to  thejuty  * 
Expedition's  proceeding,  by  putting  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Government  of  New  York  a  fufli- 
cient  Quantity  of  the  Penfihania  Provifions, 
as  a  Security  for  reimburfing  them  on  Ac- 
count of  the  beforementioned  Articles,  and 
advanced  about  iooo/.  Sterling  of  his  own 
Money  towards  the  Expence  of  tranfporting 
the  Artillery  and  OrdnanceStores,in  Confidence 
of  being  reimburfed  by  the  New  England  Co- 
lonies, he  embarked  for  Albany, 

Mr.  Shirley  arrived  at  Albany,  and  finding  July  10. 
that  the  Embarkation  of  the  New  Jerfey  and 
50th  Regiments,  and  the  five  Companies  of  the 
51ft,  which  were  at  Schenecfada,  together  with 
their  Provifions  and  the  Artillery  and  Stores, 
would  take  up  fome  Weeks  ;  which  might  be 
employed  by  him  more  profitably  for  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Service  in  flaying  there  to  forward  the 
Expedition  againfl  Crown  Point,  than  going  to 
Schenettada  to  attend  the  Embarkation  of  the 
Troops  and  Stores  from  thence,  he  commit- 
ted the  latter  to  the  Care  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Ellifon,  commanding  Officer  there  :  This  Em- 
barkation was  made  in  feven  Divifions,  the 
five  firft  of  which  took  up  till  the  23d  Day  of 
July,  occafioned  by  want  of  Battoe-men  and 
Slay-men  with  Horfes  at  the  feveral  Carrying- 
places,  of  both  which  Mr.  Shirley  found  him- 
felf  greatly  difappointed,  particularly   in    the 

County 
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1755-    County  of  Albany  ;  upon  which   his   whole 

.*-— v— -^  Dependence  was  for  them. 

This  Time  Mr.  Shirley  employed  at  Albany 
in  forwarding  the  Expedition  againft  Crown 
Point  in  every  Branch  of  it  j  and  in  order  to 
difpatch  the  Troops,  fupplied  General  John- 
fon  with  50  Barrels  of  Gunpowder  and  fome 
other  Articles  out  of  the  Stores  of  the  Expe- 
dition under  his  own  Command,  and  with  a 
Draft  upon  the  Deputy  Pay-mafter  General 
for  3000/.  Sterling,  to  enable  him  to  carry  as 
many  Indians  to  Crown  Point  as  he  could  j 
and  having  flayed  at  Albany  until  the  firft  Di- 
viiion  of  the  provincial  Troops,  confifting  of 
1000  Men,  was  in  Motion  upon  their  March 
towards  Crown  Point,  he  fet  out  the  Day  fol- 
lowing for  Scbencttada  with.  30  Stockbridge 
Indians  who  had  engaged  to  go  with  him  to 
Ofwego. 

July  24.  He  arrived  at  ScbeneSiada,  where  he  found 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Ellifon  had  embarked  but 
the  Day  before  with  the  fifth  Divifion  of  the 
50th  Regiment  for  Ofwego  ;  and  that  Lieu- 
tenant  Colonel  Mercer  with  five  Companies  of 
the  51ft,  and  one  of  the  50th,  were  ftiU  re- 
maining for  want  of  Battoe-men. 

Tuly  2Q  Mr-  Shirley  embarked  with  97  Battoes  load- 
ed  with  military  Stores,  Provifions  and  other 
Neceffaries  for  the  Expedition  j  together  with 
about  200  Regular  Troops,  150  Battoe-men 
and  40  Indians  ^having  increafed  his  Indians 
to    that    number  at  Scbmeffada)  for  Ofwego, 

leaving 


leaving  Orders  for  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mercer  to  1755- 
follow  him  as  foon  as  poffible  with  the  reft  <-~v~" 
of  the  Provisions  and  military  Stores,  and  the 
remaining  three  Companies  of  the  51ft  except 
a  Detachment  of  a  Lieutenant  and  40  Men, 
which  were  ordered  to  remain  behind  for  fafe- 
guarding  fuch  Battoes,  as  mould  be  employed 
upon  the  Mohawks  River  (which  then  begun 
to  be  infefted  with  Enemy  Indians}  in  carrying 
Proviiions  and  Stores  for  the  Garrifon  at  Of- 
wego  :  and  upon  his  PafTage  up  that  River  he 
vifited  the  two  Caftles  of  the  Mohawks  whom 
he  addreffed  in  the  following  Terms ;  viz. 
"  Brethren, 

"  Colonel  Jolmfon  will  fully  inform  you, 
"  that  with  the  unanimous  Approbation  of 
"  the  Governments  of  the  Majfachufets  Bay, 
f  New  Torky  Connecticut, Fife  at  aqna  and  Rhode 
"  Ifland,\  have  appointed  him  to  be  Commander* 
"  in  Chief  of  4700  Englijh  for  the  recovery  of 
"  your  Lands  upon  the  Lake  Iroquois  out  of 
"  the  Hands  of  the  French,  and  removing  their 
"  Forts  and  other  Incroachments  froV*  thence. 

"  The  principal  Motives,  which  have  in- 
tc  duced  me  to  appoint  Colonel  Jobnfon  to  this 
"  Command,  and  thofe  Colonies  to  approve 
"  of  it,  were  his  diftinguifhed  Friendfhip  for 
"  you,  and  the  Truft  and  Confidence  you 
ce  have  for  many  Years  repofed  in  him  :  and 
<c  we  have  therefore  thought  him  the  beft 
<f  Perfon  to  have  the  Conduct  of  this  impor- 
<c  tant  Bufinefs,  which  fo  nearly  concerns 
"  your  Intereifo,  committed  to  him. 

"  But 


[H] 
*755-  c<  But  this  Teftimony  of  mine,  and  your 
"  **  Brethren's  good  Difpofition  and  affectionate 
£c  Regard  for  you,  is  a  fmall  Matter  in  compa- 
"  rifon  of  that,  which  his  Excellency  General 
"  Brad  Jock  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
"  Great  King  George  your  Father's  Armies 
"  upon  this  Continent,  hath  given  you  in  the 
"  Declaration,  he  hath  fent  you  in  his  Royal 
"  Matter's  Name,  his  Confirmation  of  my 
t{  Choice  of  Colonel  Johnfon  to  command  that 
"  Part  of  the  Kings  Army  which  is  to  adt 
"  at  Lake  Iroquois,  and  his  furthar  Appoint- 
"  ment  of  him  to  take  the  fole  Management: 
"  of  your  Affairs  upon  himfelf  exclullve  of 
iC  ail  others,  whom  he  hath  forbid  to  inter- 
"  meddle  therein. 

V  Befidesthe  Recovery  of  your  Lands  upon 
"and  near  Lake  Iroquois,  and  the  Removal! 
<£  of  the  French  Incroachments  there,  the 
"  King  your  Father  hath  ordered  his  GcneraU 
"  to  recover  your  Country  on  the  North  Side: 
"  of  the  Lakes  Ontario  and  Erie  for  you  fromi 
"  the  French  j  the  chief  Command  in  the. 
<c  Execution  of  which  is  committed  to  me. 

"  Thefe  Lands  you  well  know,  Brethren,  by, 
"  authentic  Deeds  placed  among  the  Records: 
"  of  New  York,  were  furrenderd  by  youn| 
'*  Anceftors  into  the  Hands  of  the  Great! 
"  King  your  Father,  for  his  Majejiy  to 
"  protect  for  them  and  their  Defendants  for 
u  ever. 

"  Nothing   therefore,    Brethren,    now    re- 
"  mains  wanting  to  reflore  the  Indians  of  the' 
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"  Five  Nations  to  their  former  PofTefljons,  and  lJ5b- 
"  ancient  Superiority  which  they  maintained 
cc  over  the  other  Indians  upon  this  Continent 
"  before  the  French  (our  and  their  avowed 
"  Enemies)  found  Means  by  their  Artifices  to 
"  break  their  united  State,  and  afterwards 
"  draw  fome  of  them  off  from  their  Obedience 
"  to  the  Great  King  their  Father,  but  to  re- 
tc  uniteand  ftrengthen  his  Hands  in  recovering 
t{  his  Children's  Country  for  them,  and  driv- 
"  ing  the  French  out  of  it." 

After  this,  he  had  Conferences  with  them, 
in  which  he  particularly  prerled  them  to  fend 
off  their  Warriors,  v/hom  General  John/on  had 
engaged  to  follow  him  in  the  Ezpedition 
againft  Crown  Point,  giving  Sachem  Hendrique^ 
who  commanded  them,  a  *  Commiffion  for 
that  Purpofe  ;  and  contented  himfelf  with 
obtaining  from  each  of  the  Catties  an  Appoint- 
ment of  eight  of  their  young  Men,  who  were 
not  engaged  with  General  John/on,  to  accom- 
pany him  to  Ofwego. 

He  received  an  Account,  as  he  was  on  his  July  3°« 
PafTage  up  the  Mohawks  Paver,  of  the  Defeat 
of  the  Forces  under  the  Command  of  Gene- 
ral Braddock  upon  the  Monongahela,  and  Colo-, 
nel  Dunbar  $  -f*  Retreat  with  the  Remainder 
E  of 


*  This  Commiffion  was  found  in  his  Pocket,  when  he 
Was  killed. 

•fit  is  infinuated  in  Lewis  Evans's  beforementioned  Pam- 
phlet, that  Colonel  Dunbar 's  Retreat  from  Laivrel  Hill  was 
owing  to  fome  Orders  given  him  by  Mr.  Shirley  for  that  Pur- 

pofe  ji 
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*755«  of  them  from  Lawrel  Hill,  with  a  defign  to 
^fyf?*  march  them  to   Philadelphia   and  enter  into 
Winter  Quarters   there   as  foon  as  he  could 
reach  it. 
Aug.  8.       Mr.  Shirley  arrived  at  the  Oneida  Carrying- 
place,  where  he  found  Lieutenant  Colonel  Elli- 
fon  detained  for  want  of  Slay-men,  and  Horfes 
to  tranfport  the  Troops,  Provilions,  Baggage, 
and  Stores  fent  in  his  Divifion,   and  was  him- 
felf  obliged  to  remain  there  on  the  fame  Ac- 
count'till  the  13th  of  that  Month. 

During  his  Stay  at  the  Carrying-place  he  fent 
Orders  to  Colonel  Dunbar  to  march  his  Troops 
from  Philadelphia  to  Albany,  as  foon  as  might 
be,  in  order  to  be  ready  there  to  affift  either 
in  the  Expedition  againft  Niagara,  or  Crown 
Point,  as  his  Majefly's  Service  mould  require  ; 
or  at  leaft  to  cover  the  Country  in  cafe  Major 
Gejzeral  John/on  mould  be  defeated  by  the 
French,  and  prevent  the  Communication  be- 
tween Albany  and  Ofwego  from  being  cut  off : 
He  likewife  difpatched  two  Albany  Men  and 
Indians  to  Niagara  for  Intelligence  of  the 
Strength  and  Motions  of  the  Enemy,  with 
Orders  to  meet  him  at  Ofwego  ;  and  MeiTen- 
gers  to  the   Oneida,  Onondago,    Cayuga,   and 

pofe;  whereas  General  BraddocFs  Defeat  happened  on  thec/th- 
of  July,  at  which  Time  Mr.  Shirley  was  about  450  Miles 
difiant  from  the  Monongahela^  and  Colonel  Dunbar's,  Retreat 
being  made  on  the  16th,  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to  re- 
ceive any  Orders  from  Mr.  Shirley  within  that  time;  nor 
did  Colonel  Dunbar  receive  any  Orders  whatever  from  him 
'till  about  the  middle  of  Auguft,  by  which  Time  he  had  ad- 
vanced far  in  his  March  to  Philadelphia. 

Sineca 
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Sineca  Indians  to  let  them  know  of  his  March  '755- 
to   OfwegOy     and  invite   them   to   meet  him^^^*"^ 
there. 

Mr.  Shirley,  before  he  left  Schene5lada> 
had  received  Advices  from  Captain  Bradflreet, 
then  Comrmndant  at  Ofwego,  that  upwards  of 
1600  French  had,  at  feveral  times  in  the  Sum- 
mer, pafTed  by  in  Sight  of  the  Fort  towards 
the  Falls  of  Niagara,  in  their  Way  (as  was 
fuppofed)  to  the  Ohio,  or  elfe  to  ftrengthen 
the  Garrifon  of  Niagara  j  and  that  in  the 
Month  of  July,  part  of  them,  viz.  300  French 
and  200  Indians  had  incamped  within  five 
Miles  of  Ofivego,  with  defign,  as  the  Com- 
mandant thought,  to  attack  it,  but  that 
rinding  the  Garrifon  too  ftrong  for  their 
Force  they  palled  on  towards  Niagara. 

On  the  17th  of  Augufi  at  Night,  being  up- Aug.  17. 
on  his  PafTage  to  Ofwego  he  received  by  Ex- 
prefs  from  Captain  Bradjireet  a  Letter,  where- 
in he  acquainted  him,  "  that  he  had  juft  re- 
<c  ceived  Intelligence  from  Cadaraqui,  [Fort 
"  Frontenac]  of  about  600  Troops,  which 
"  came  from  France  that  Year,  beiides  a  large 
"  Body  of  Irregulars  being  got  there  ;  that 
tc  another  large  Body  of  the  Troops,  which 
"  had  lately  arrived  from  France,  was,  together 
*'  with  the  General \  to  be  in  a  fhort  time  at  Ca- 
"  daraqui,  and  that  as  foon  as  they  were  ar- 
"  rived  with  a  confiderable  Body  of  Indians 
11  (which  was  like  wife  expected)  an  Exprefs 
tc  was  to  be  immediately  fent  from  thence  to 
"  Niagara  to  inform  the  Officer,  who  com- 

"  manded 
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1755*  <c  manded  the  500  Men,  which  had  landed 
"""*  "  near  Ofwego  in  July  laft,  of  their  Arrival, 
"  and  the  Day  they  were  to  fet  out  to  attack 
"  Ofwego,  that,  with  all  the  Indians  they  could 
"  collecb  from  that  Quarter,  they  might  fet  out 
<c  at  the  fame  time  and  join  the  French  General 
"  at  Ojwego." 

This  Account  of  theDefigns  of  the  French 
againft  Ofwego  was  afterwards  fully  confirmed 
by  fubfequent  Intelligence ;  but  the  Baron  De 
JDieJkaiis  proceeding  to  Cadaraqui  with  all 
the  Troops,  that  he  brought  horn  France,  was 
prevented  (as  appeared  afterwards)  by  Major 
General  Jchnfon's  marching  againft  Crown 
Point. 
lug.  18.  Mr.  Shirley  arrived  at  Ofwego  with  the 
laft  Divifion  but  one  of  the  Forces  under 
his  Command,  and  found  the  Works 
there,  hough  ftrengthened  by  Captain  Brad- 
jlreet  as  much  as  could  be  expected,  in  a 
very  weak  Condition  ;  the  chief  Strength  of 
the  Fort,  which  was  mounted  with  five  fmall 
Cannon  of  3  and  4  Pound  Ball,  confifted.  of  a 
Stone- Wall  605  Feet  in  Circumference  and 
3^  Feet  thick,  fo  ill  cemented,  that  it  could 
not  ftand  againft  Cannon  of  4  Pound  Shot,  and 
was  fituated  upon  the  South  Edge  of  Lake  On- 
tario on  a  fmall  Eminence,  which  was  com- 
manded at  450  Yards  Diftance  to  the  North 
Eaft  by  an  high  Point  of  Land,  on  the  oppo- 
fite  Side  of  the  River,  and  by  another  Emi- 
nence behind  it  Weflward  at  the  Diiiance  of 
5^0  Yards  3  and  in  this  expofed  State  of  the 

Fort, 
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Fort,  the  French*  if  not  hindered  by  armed  1755- 
VeiTels,  might  land  Artillery  from  the  Lake,' — ''— 
within  about  a  Mile  of  the  Eminences. 

As  it  appeared  to  Mr.  Shirley  t  upon  a  Sur- 
vey of  thofe  two  high  Grounds  taken  on  the 
Afternoon  of  his  Arrival,  that  the  oppofite 
Point  on  the  other  Side  of  the  River  was,  on 
Account  of  its  advantageous  Situation  for 
commanding  the  Harbour,  and  the  old  Fort, 
the  moll:  eflential  Spot  to  be  fecured,  he  or- 
dered it  to  be  immediately  cleared  of  the 
Trees  and  Underwoods,  with  which  it  was 
thick  covered;  and  as  it  feemed  abfolutely 
necerTary,  in  the  weak  Condition  of  the  old 
Fort,  that  for  the  Defence  of  the  Place  againft 
the  fudden  Attempts,  it  was  threatened  with 
from  Fort  Frmttiiac,  it  fhould  be  ftrengthen'd 
as  foon  as  poffible,  with  fuch  new  Works,  as 
the  fudden  Emergency  would  admit  of;  and 
as  neither  that  nor  the  advanced  Seafon,  and 
the  other  Buildings  and  Works  necerTary  to 
be  finimed  at  Ofwego  would  allow  Mr.  Shir- 
ley t  under  the  Circumftances  he  was  in,  to 
execute  that  Year  any  Plan  of  Fortifications, 
which  would  be  defenfible  againft  heavy  Ar- 
tillery, he  gave  Orders  for  erecting  on  the 
Point  a  ftrong  Log  pallifaded  Fort,  capable  of 
mounting  large  Cannon,  and  containing.  Bar- 
racks for  300  Men,  which,  from  the  Dimen- 
fions  of  its  Logs,  might  be  defenfible  againft 
Cannon  of  31b.  or  41b.  Ball;  and,  if  it 
fhould  be  thought  reguifite  to  have  a  ftrong 

regular 
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»755-  regular  Fortification  build  round  it  another 
~^~  Yea*,  be  of  Service,  whilft  the  new  Works 
were  erecting  :  And  for  fecuring  the  Place  to 
the  Southward  of  the  old  Fort,  he  determined, 
as  foon  as  Hands  and  Time  could  be  fpared 
for  it,  to  have  a  fmall  fquare  Fort  of  Earth 
and  Mafonry,  with  four  Baftions,  a  Rempart, 
Parapet,  and  Ditch,  containing  Barracks  for 
200  Men,  built  on  the  other  Eminence;  a 
particular  Account  of  all  which  Mr.  Shirley 
tranfmitted  in  a  Letter  of  the  19th  of  Septem- 
ber from  Ofwego,  to  Sir  Thomas  Robin/on,  with 
Plans  of  the  intended  Forts. 
Sept.  1.  The  laft  Divifion  of  the  Forces  under  Mr. 
Shirley 's  Command,  with  Part  of  the  Artillery 
and  Ordnance  Stores,  arrived  at  Ofwego  with 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Mercer  j  Carriages  for  9 ; 
of  the  larger!:  Pieces  of  Ordnance  were  to  be 
new  made  (thofe  prepared  for  them  before  his 
Arrival  not  being  fufficiendy  fortified),  feve- 
ral  other  Works  to  be  forwarded  as  much  as 
poinble  before  he  proceeded  to  Niagara  j  in 
particular  the  Intelligence  he  had  received  of 
the  Enemy's  defigning  foon  to  attack  Ofwego, 
made  it  not  advifeable  for  him  to  draw  any 
confiderable  Part  of  the  Forces  from  it  in  rhc 
expofed  Condition,  the  Works  were  then  in, 
until  at  leaft  the  new  Fort  erecting  at  the 
Point  was  inclofed,  and  ready  to  receive  its 
Cannon  ;  but  if  all  other  Circumflances  had 
favoured  Mr.  Shirley  s  proceeding  to  Niagara, 
yet  from  the  Time  of  his  Arrival  at  Ofwego  to 
the  1 8th  of  September,  there  had  not  been  a 

fufhcient 
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fufficient  Quantity  of  Provifions  for  victualling  1755. 
the  Garrifon  ten  Days,  at  any  pne  time  in  the' — *""-J 
Stores :  This  was  occasioned  by  feveral  Acci- 
dents, but  principally  the  Lownefs  of  the  Wa- 
ter in  the  Rivers,  through  which  they  were 
to  be  carried  to  Ofivego,  Defertion  of  Battoe- 
men  and  Slay-men  (it  being  the  Time  of 
Harveft),  and  above  all  by  the  infufficient 
Number  of  both  to  be  found  in  the  Country 
for  tranfporting  the  Baggage,  Provifions,  Ar- 
tillery, and  Ordnance  Stores  employ'd  in  this 
Expedition,  and  that  of  Crown  Point,  which 
were  carrying  on  at  the  fame  time. 

At  this  time  the  State  of  the  Intelligence  sept.  17. 
concerning   the  Strength  and  Defigns  of  the 
Enemy  at  Niagara  and  Fort  Frontenac  flood 
thus. 

The  two  Albany  Traders  and  Indians,  which 
Mr.  Shirley  fent  from  the  Oneida  Carrying- 
place  to  "Niagara,  were  returned,  and  brought 
him  an  Account,  that  the  Fort  and  Garrifon 
there  were  both  in  a  weak  Condition  j  that 
the  French  told  the  Indians,  who  being  well 
known  to  the  Garrifon,  and  unfufpected  by 
them,  were  admitted  into  the  Fort,  and  con- 
tinued there  two  Days,  that  they  had  for 
fome  time  expected  900  Indians  from  Canada, 
with  a  large  Quantity  of  Stores,  and  were  un- 
der Concern  left  the  VefTels,  that  were  to 
have  brought  them,  mould  be  taken  by  one 
of  the  Englijh  VefTels,  they  having  heard  no- 
thing of  them  for  fome  Weeks ;  that  the 
French  had  at  Niagara  70  or  80  large  Battoes, 

with 
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'755-  with  which  they  told  them  they  intended  to 
— ■ — 'meet  the  Englijh  Veffels,  and  board  them  ;: 
which  laft  Circumftance  was  confirm'd  by  an- 
other Indian,  who  had  lately  come  from  Ni- 
agara, and  upon  meeting  one  of  the  Engii/b 
Row-Gallies  upon  the  Lake,  cautioned  the 
Commander  of  it  againft  proceeding  further, 
for  that  Reafon. 

The  Intelligence  which  the  Parties  of  Al- 
bany Men   and  Indians,  whom  Mr.   Shirley, 
foon   after  his  Arrival  at  Opwego,  fent  to  re-  ■ 
connoitre  Fort  Frontenac,   and   the  Harbour,, 
and   other  Indians,  which  were  lately  arrived  I 
from   thence,    gave    him    of    the   Enemy's 
Strength  and  Defigns  there,  was  as  follows : 

That  the  French  Fort  was  furrounded  with 
a  Stone  Wall  about  fix  Feet  thick,  and 
mounted  with  ra  great  Number  of  Cannon 
large  and  fmall ;  that  their  Magazine  had  a 
large  Number  of  Barrels  of  Powder  in  it ;  and( 
that  there  were  in  their  Harbour  two  Sloops 
of  about  the  fame  Size  with  thofe  of  the  Eng- 
lijh ;  that  there  was  one  Encampment  of  re- 
gular Troops  near  the  Fort,  which,  from  the 
Number  of  the  Tents,  they  judged  to  contain 
about  600  Soldiers,  and  another  large  En- 
campment ofCanadeans  ;  that  the  French  there 
told  one  of  the  Indians,  who  was  a  Man  of 
Note,  and  in  great  Confidence  with  them, 
that  they  expected  foon  from  Canada  a  much 
larger  Number  of  regular  Troops,  with  an 
Officer,  they  called  V/k  General,  which  were 
lately  arrived  from  Frame,  and  that  the  Com- 
mandant 
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mandant  of  the  Fort  told  him,  that  then  they  *75: 
deligned  to   make  the  Englifh  a  Vifit  at  Of-      r 
wego,  and  attack  it  j  the  Truth  of  which  was 
afterwards  verified. 

And  Major  General  Johnfon,  in  his  Letter 
dated  ift  of  September,  from  the  Camp  at 
Lake  George,  acquainted  Mr.  Shirley,  that 
ibme  of  the  Indians,  whom  he  had  fent  for  In- 
telligence to  Canada,  informed  him,  that  the 
French  told  them,  there  were  300  Canoes  late- 
ly gone  to  Cadaraqui  [Fort  Frontenac], 

Mr.  Shirley,  upon  laying  together  this  Intel- 
ligence, and  the  Account  which  he  had  be- 
fore received  of  the  Arrival  of  Troops  from 
France  that  Summer,  and  confidering  thefe 
Circumftances  in  particular,  that  all  Inter- 
courfe  between  Fort  Frontenac  and  Niagara 
had  been  fufpended  for  fome  time,  and  that 
the  French  had  laid  flill  at  the  former  of  thofe 
Places  ever  fince  his  Arrival  at  Ofwego,  judged 
it  probable  that  the  Enemy's  Defign  was,  in 
cafe  of  his  making  an  Attempt  againft.  Nia- 
gara (which,  from  its  Difiance  of  150  Miles, 
and  the  advanced  Seafon  of  the  Year,  would 
take  up  30  Days,  or  more,  in  the  Execution) 
to  make  a  Defcent  in  the  mean  time  againft 
Ofwego  from  Fort  Frontenac,  which  does  not 
exceed  55  Miles  Diitance  from  it. 

The  Strength  of  the  Garrifon  at  Ofwego  was 
then  as  follows :  The  Number  of  Men  fit  for 
immediate  Service  did  not  amount  to  more 
than  J  376,  the  Corps  of  which  it  confifted 
having  been  much  reduced  by  Sicknefs  and 
F  Defer- 
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1755*    Defertions  upon  their  March,  and  fince  their 

***v— > Arrival  there;  and   befides  thefe  Troops  the 

Number    of   the  Albany  Men   and   Indians  > 

which   attended  the  Army,   did  not  exceed 

120. 

The  Accounts  which  Mr.  Shirley  had  re- 
ceived of  the  Enemy's  Garrifon  and  Works  at 
Niagara  encouraged  him  to  make  an  At- 
tempt againft  it  that  Year,  if  poffible;  and  as 
the  Works  of  the  new  Fort  building  upon  the 
oppofite  Point  were  fo  far  advanced,  that  he 
hoped  it  might  be  ready  in  a  few  Days  to  re- 
ceive its  Artillery,  he  purpofed,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  Onondago  Indians  in  particular  had  de- 
clared to  him,  that  the  Seafon  of  the  Year 
was  too  far  advanced  for  fuch  an  Enterprize, 
to  proceed  to  Niagara  (as  foon  as  a  fufficient 
Quantity  of  Provifions  fhould  arrive  2XOfwego) 
with  600  Regulars,  including  Gunners  and 
MatrofTes,  befides  the  Albany  Men  and  In- 
dians,  and  a  Train  of  Artillery  confiding  of 
one  Cannon  of  18  Pound  Shot,  four  twelve 
Pounders,  one  ten  Inch  Mortar,  one  {even 
Inch  Hoyett,  two  Royals,  and  five  fmall  Swi- 
vel Hoyetts,  with  the  four  Veffels,  five  Whale*. 
Boats  (being  all  he  had),  and  a  fuitable  Num- 
ber of  Battoes ;  in  which  cafe  the  Force  re- 
maining for  the  Defence  of  Ofwego  would 
have  been  700  Troops  fit  for  immediate  Duty, 
two  Cannon  of  12  Pound  Ball,  four  nine 
Pounders,  10  fix  Pounders,  6  three  Pounders, 
and  8  Cohorns ;  and  the  Day  following  he 
convened  a,  Council  of  War  for  their  Opinion 

upon 
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lipoii  his  Intention  to  proceed  to  Niagara  with   T755° 
the  before-mentioned  Force,  on  receiving  a^^*"" 
proper  Supply  of  Provifions ;  and  the  Majo- 
rity of  the  Members  accordingly  advifed  him 
thereto. 

Hereupon  Mr*  Shirley  ordered  Preparations 
to  be  forthwith  made  for  the  intended  At- 
tempt; the  600  Troops  were  drafted,  and 
held  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  embark ;  the 
Artillery  and  Ordnance  Stores  were  put  on 
board  the  Sloop  Ontario,  and  a  Proportion  of 
the  Provifions  on  board  the  Sloop  Ofwego  ;  and 
the  reft  ready  to  be  put  on  board  the  Row^ 
Gallies,  Whale-Boats,  and  Battoes,  in  the  latter 
of  which  it  was  found,  that  a  very  considerable 
Part  of  the  Troops  would  be  obliged  to  em- 
bark, for  want  of  Room,  in  the  Veflels. 

Eight  Battoes,  containing  40  Barrels  ofSept.  27, 
Flour,  and  13  of  Bread,  which  were  the  Spe- 
cies of  Provilions  wanted,  arrived  at  the 
Camp ;  fo  that  there  was  then  in  Store  there 
34  Days  full  Allowance  of  Bread  and  Flour 
for  2000  Mouths,  which,  upon  the  beft  Cal- 
culation that  could  be  made,  was  the  whole 
Number  of  Troops,  Albany  Men,  Indians, 
Workmen,  and  Followers  of  the  Camp ;  of 
that  Quantity  Mr.  Shirley  determined  to  take 
with  him  to  Niagara  21,000  Pounds  of 
Bread  and  Flour,  being  £  Allowance  for 
700  Men  for  40  Days ;  in  which  Cafe  there 
would  be  left  in  Camp  8000  Pounds  of  Bread 
and  Flour,  being  twelve  Days  *  Allow- 
ance for  the  Number,  he  mould  leave  there, 
F  2  which 
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}  which  by  the  Advices  he  had  received  from 
the  Oneida  Carrying-place  and  Mohawks  River, 
he  had  the  greatefl  Reafon  to  expect  would, 
in  the  Space  of  a  few  Days,  be  augmented  to 
a  full  Allowance  for  fome  Months. 

For  13  Days  fucceflively  before  this,  there 
had  fallen  immoderate  Rains,  andtheWea-" 
ther  had  been  very  tempeftuous  upon  the 
Lake,  which  ftill  continued,  and  had  greatly 
retarded  the  Works  of  the  Garrifon,  and  in- 
creafed  the  Number  of  the  fick  j  and  the  Al- 
bany Men  and  Indians  (the  latter  of  which 
could  not  be  kept  from  returning  Home,  but 
promifed  to  join  Mr.  Shirley  in  the  Spring, 
with  great  Numbers)  made  fuch  ftrong  Re- 
prefentations  concerning  the  Seafon's  being 
too  late,  efpecially  for  the  Men  to  go  to  Nia- 
gara in  fmall  Albany  Battoes  j  in  which  they 
could  not  poffibly  keep  Company  with  the 
VefTels,  nor  fecure  their  Ammunition  and 
Arms  from  being  wet,  and  ufelefs  to  them  in 
cafe  of  a  fudden  Attack,  that  Mr.  Shirley 
found  there  was  a  confiderable  Uneafinefs 
among  the  Officers  at  his  Intention  to  pro- 
ceed thither ;  and  an  Apprehenfion  had  like- 
wife  prevailed  among  them,  from  Intelligence 
received  the  Night  before,  that  one  of  the 
French  VefTels  was  feen  in  the  Harbour  of  Ca- 
daraqui,  with  its  Sails  bent,  that  Ofwego 
would  be  taken  in  his  Abfence :  Upon  this 
Mr.  Shirley  thought  proper  to  convene  a 
Council  of  War,  the  Members  of  which  de- 
clared themfelves,  for  many  Reafons  affign'd 

by 
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by  them,  to  be  iinanimoujly  and  clearly  of  Opi-  i75S- 
nion,  that  it  was  moft  advifeable  for  him  to**    *~ 
defer   making  any  Attempt  againft  Niagara 
until  the  next  Year,  when  he  might  take  the 
Advantage  of  an  early  Campaign,  and  not  only 
take,  but  bold  Niagara,  and  leave  Ofwegoltfs  ex- 
pofed  to  the  Enemy  from  Fort  Frontetiac ;  and 
that  in  the  mean  time,  he  mould  employ  his 
whole  Strength  in  finifhing  the  Forts  (one  of 
which  was  not  begun  to  be  built)  the  Barracks, 
Hofpital,and  other  Works  at  Ofwego,  as  much 
as  the  Seafon  of  the  Year  would  allow. 

The  Confideration,  which  had  the  greateft 
Weight  with  Mr.  Shirley  for  defifting  from 
the  Profecution  of  an  immediate  Attempt 
againft  Niagara,  was,  that  nothing  more  could 
have  been  done  that  Year  (fuppofing  he  had 
got  the  Troops  and  Artillery  fafe  before  it)  than 
to  diflodge  the  French  and  demolish  their 
Works,  as  the  State  of  his  Provifions  would 
not  admit  of  his  leaving  a  Garrifon  there  during 
the  Winter  for  its  defence  ;  fo  that  an  effectual 
PofTefnon  of  that  Pafs  could  not  have  been 
taken  that  year ;  whereas  in  the  mean  time, 
during  the  Abfence  of  the  VefTels  from  OJwego 
(all  which  it  was  indifpenfably  neceffary  for 
Mr.  Shirley  to  have  taken  with  him  upon  his 
Attempt  againft  Niagara)  it  would  have  been 
in  the  Power  of  the  French  to  have  tranfported 
a  Train  of  Artillery  without  Opposition  acrofs 
the  Lake  from  Fort  Frontenac,  and  have  land- 
ed them  either  at  the  Place  where  Mr.  Mont~ 
calm  actually  landed   his   in  J  756,   near  Fort 

Ontario, 
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X755»  Ontario,  and  made  themfelves  Matters  of  that 
"*  T  Fort,  efpecially  as  it  was  unfinifhed  ;  or  near 
the  oppoiite  Eminence  behind  the  old  Fort 
Ofwego,  where  the  intended  new  Fort  was 
not  then  begun  to  be  built  ;  in  either  of  which 
Cafes  they  might  not  only  have  made  them- 
felves Matters  of  Ofwego,  but  mutt  have  cut 
off  Mr.  Shirley 's  Return  from  Niagara  j  which 
would  have  been  fatal  likewife  to  the  Troops 
with  him. 

That  it  was  actually  the  Scheme  of  the 
French  to  have  attempted  both,  if  Mr.  Shirley 
had  proceeded  to  Niagara,  moft  authentic 
Proof  could  be  given,  if  it  was  proper  to  make 
it  public.  All  thoughts  of  proceeding  to  Nia- 
gara that  Year  being,  according  to  the  unani- 
mous Opinion  of  the  Council,  laid  aiide,  Mr* 
Shirley  employed  the  whole  Strength  of  the 
Workmen  and  Soldiers,  all  the  time  he  flayed 
afterwards  at  Ofwego,  in  carrying  on  the  two 
new  Forts  and  other  Works  and  Buildings 
there ;  an  Account  of  which  with  Copies  of 
the  two  Minutes  of  the  Councils  of  War  held 
the  1 8th  and  27th  of  September,  containing  the 
Reafons  for  not  proceeding  to  Niagara,  were 
tranfmitted  to  England  to  be  laid  before  his 
Majefty. 

Concerning  the  before-mentioned  two  new 
Forts  it  mutt  be  obferved,  that  they  were 
erected  without  any  regular  Engineer  at  the 
Diftance  of  400  Miles  from  any  Englijh  Settle- 
ment, where  a  further  Supply  of  proper  Work- 
men and   Materials   for  flrong  Fortifications 

could 
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could  be  had,  and  within  65  Days,   the  Sea-    1755. 
Con  in  that  Climate  rendering  it  impracticable V-v* 
to  work  longer  5  that  during  half  that  time, 
they  were  retarded  by  bad  Weather,  in  which 
the  Men  could  not  work,    and  when   they 
could,  part  of  their  Labour  was  necerTarily  em- 
ployed in  finishing  a  VefTel  then  building  for 
his  Majefty's  Service,  in  order  to  preferve  the 
Command  of  Lake  Ontario*  and  a  large  Hof- 
pital,   and   Barracks   for  Winter  Quarters,  to 
contain  upwards  of  900  Men ;  the  Timber  for 
all  which  was  to  be  cut  from  the  Stem,   and 
the  Ground,   on  which   the  two  Forts  were 
building,  to  be  cleared  of  the  Trees  and  Un- 
derwood, with  which  it  was  covered. 

In  order  to  expedite  thefe  Works  as  much 
as  poffible,  before  the  Winter  fet  in,  Mr.  Shir- 
ley (rayed  at  Ofwego  until  the  23d  of  Ofiober ; 
beyond  which  time  the  great  Variety  of  other 
Bufinefs  of  Importance  in  his  Majefty's  Ser- 
vice, devolved  upon  him  after  General  Brad- 
dock's  Death,  and  neceffary  to  be  fettled  and 
prepared  for  the  enfuing  Campaign,  and  which 
abfolutely  required  his  Prefence  in  the  other 
Colonies,  (particularly  the  Mafachufets  Bay) 
would  not  permit  him  to  remain  there. 

Mr.  Shirley,  upon  his  going  from  Ofwego, 
left  Orders  with  the  Commanding  Officer  of 
the  Garrifon  to  finim  the  two  Forts  in  his  Ab- 
fence,  the  former  of  which  (Fort  Ontario) 
was  at  that  time  picketted  round,  its  Barracks 
within  a  very  few  Days  of  being  all  finiihed, 
arid  was   fo  far  compleated,   as  to  receive  its 

Garrifon, 
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1755-  Garrifon,  mouut  8  of  its  Cannon,  and  take  in  its  I 
•-~v— ■* Ordnance  Stores;  fo  that  it  was  defenfible' 
againfl  any  Number  of  Men,  that  the  French' 
could  bring  againfl  it  with  Mufquetry  and! 
Cannon  of  3  or  4  Pound  Ball  j  and  the  latter,. 
(Fort  Ofwcgo)  had  three  of  its  Baftions,  andi 
the  two  intermediate  Courtaines  (except  the 
Parapet)  iinifhed,  and  the  Barracks  raifedj; 
the  Directions  left  concerning  which  were  to 
compleat  the  Parapet,  and  inclofe  the  other t 
two  Sides  with  Pallifadoes  only  for  that  Win- 
ter ;  it  being  too  late  in  the  Seafon  to  think  ofl 
finiming  the  Rempart  and  Ditch  of  the: 
whole ;  and  to  affifl  the  Commanding  Of- 
ficer in  furnifhing  and  flrengthening  thefes 
two  Forts,  and  the  other  Works  at  Ofwego, 
Mr.  Shirley  fent  two  of  his  Majefly's  Engineers; 
as  early  in  the  Spring,  as  he  could. 

As  thefe  Forts  were  calculated  to  defend  the; 
Place  only  againfl  Attacks  with  Mufquetry) 
or  fmall  Cannon,  Mr.  Shirley,  for  fecuring  it| 
againfl  heavy  Artillery,  which  could  be  tranf- 
ported  thither  by  Water-Carriage  only,  de- 
pended upon  having  a  fuperior  Naval  Forcer 
on  Lake  Ontario  to  that  of  the  French  ;  being; 
afTured,  that  while  his  Majefly's  VefTels  kept 
the  Command  of  the  Lake,  and  the  Officers 
were  vigilant  in  their  Duty,  it  would  be  inn 
practicable  for  the  French  to  attack  Ofwego 
with  any  thing  but  Mufquetry,  or  even  to 
carry  with  them  a  fufficient  Quantity  of  Pro- 
vifions  to  fupport  them  in  fuch  an  Attempt : 
For  this  purpoie   he  determined  to   have  as» 

many 
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many  more  armed  VefTels  built  at  OJkvegoas,  &5|* 
With  thofe  built  before,  would  be  a  fuperior'- ■"*"** 
Force  to  that  of  the  French  upon  Lake  Onta- 
rio ;  and  as  the  Albany  Battoes,  which,  before 
the  Expedition  againflt  Niagara,  had  been  the 
only  Boats  made  ufe  of  in  the  Navigation  be- 
tween SchenecJada  and  Ofwego,  were,  though 
well  calculated  for  the  Mohawks  River  and 
Wood  Creeky  very  unfit  for  navigating  the 
Lakes,  and  keeping  Company  with  VefTels  in 
an  Expedition  upon  them,  Mr.  Shirley  refolved 
upon  having  250  Whale-Boats  capable  of 
holding  16  Men  each,  and  of  a  built  peculiarly 
adapted,  on  Account  of  their  Swiftnefs  and 
being  able  to  live  in  a  great  Swell,  for  the  Ser- 
vice upon  the  Lakes,  built  againfl  the  next 
Spring. 

He  had,  in  the  preceding  Summer,  ordered 
a  fewWhale-Boats  of  the  ordinary  Size,  capa- 
ble of  holding  eight  Men  (Rowers  and  Steerf- 
man  included)  to  be  built  at  Rhode  I/land,  and 
tranfported  to  Ofwego  -,  but  Captain  Bradjlreei 
having  made  an  Improvement  upon  them 
there,  which  rendered  them  much  more  fer- 
viceable  upon  the  Lake,  Mr.  Shirley  determin- 
ed to  have  the  250  new  ones  built  upon  that 
Model  j  and  as  it  was  much  doubted  whether 
Boats  of  that  Size  could  be  conducted  through 
the  Rifts,  Shoals,  and  Currents.,  with  which 
the  greateft  Part  of  the  Route  from  Scbeneffiada 
to  Ofwego  abounds,  it  was  at  firft  propofed  to 
have  them  built  at  Ofwego  ;  but  as  that  would 
have  been  more  expensive  than  building  them 
G  at 
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1755-  at  ScheneBada,  and  the  transporting  in  them 
— v- J  trie  great  Quantity  of  Provisions,  they  could 
contain,  beiides  the  Men,  from  Schenetfada  to 
OJwego  would  be  a  further  faving  to  the  Crown, 
and  Captain  Bradjireet  undertook  to  pilot  fuch 
a  Boat  between  thofe  two  Places,  Mr.  Shirley 
determined  to  make  his  PalTage  upon  his  Re- 
turn to  SckeneBada  in  one  of  them,  that  it 
might  be  afcertained  whether  the  Navigation 
of  the  Rivers,  and  Wood  Creeks  through  which 
the  PalTage  lay,  for  a  Squadron  of  fuch  Boats 
was  practicable  or  not. 

Befides  the  beforementioned  Bufinefs,  in 
which  Mr.  Shirley  was  engaged  during  his 
ftay  at  Ofivego,  there  was  another  very  ma- 
terial Branch  of  Service,  which  employed 
much  of  his  Time  and  Attention  there  ;  viz. 
the  cultivating  the  bed:  Harmony  and  Friend- 
ihip,  that  was  poiTible,  with  the  Chiefs  of  the 
Indians,  and  improving  a  good  Correfpondence 
with  their  Tribes  in  general. 

The  Importance  of  this  Service  will  appear 
from  the  following  Confiderations,  among 
others  :  The  Country  of  the  Five  Nations  is 
the  Barrier  of  the  Britijh  Colonies  againft.  the 
Trench  and  their  Indians  inhabiting  the  North 
Side  of  the  great  Lakes,  and  whim:  they  re- 
main firm  in  the  Britifo  Intereft,  they  will  not 
only  be  a  Guard  to  them  againft  the  Incurfions 
of  the  Enemy,  but  the  beft  Body  of  Indian 
Auxiliaries  upon  the  Continent  for  harrafling 
the  French  as  high  as  Montreal  itfelf,  which 
they  had  once  near  deftroy'd  with  their  own 

Force : 
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Force  :  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  French  fhould  i755« 
become  Mafters  of  that  Country,  thofe  lndians^~~v~~m 
muft  of  courfe  be  forc'd  into  their  Intereft,  and 
in  fuch  cafe  would  be  a  formidable  Body  of 
Warriors  for  breaking  up  the  Englijh  Back 
Settlements,  efpecially  thofe  of  New  Tork  and 
Penjilvania  :  and  this  has  been  fo  much  the 
public  Senfe  of  the  Englijh  Nation,  and  of  the 
Dutch  before  them,  ever  fince  the  firfr.  Settle- 
ment of  New  Tork,  with  which  the  Friend- 
ship of  the  Five  Nations  commenc'd,  that  it 
has  ever  been  a  ftanding  Maxim  of  both  States 
to  keep  thofe  Indians  in  their  Alliance  :  An 
high  Proof  of  the  national  Sentiments  of  the 
Englijh  Government  upon  this  Matter  is,  that 
one  of  the  great  Objects  of  Queen  Amies  Mi- 
nifters,  at  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  was  to  bring 
the  French  King  formally  to  declare  in  the  1 5th 
Article  of  it,  "  that  the  Five  Nations  or  Can- 
*?  tons  of  Indians  were  fubject  to  the  Domi- 
<c  nion  of  Great  Britain  :"  and  in  the  prefent 
War  the  Government  hath  thought  the  Pre- 
fervation  of  the  Friendfhip  of  thefe  Indians  of 
fo  great  Importance  to  the  Nation,  that  the  ut- 
mofl  Care  was  taken  by  them  for  fecuring  that 
great  Point,  and  fpecial  Inftr uctions  given  for 
that  Purpofe  by  his  Majefly  to  the  General  and 
Commander  in  Chief  'of  his  Forces  in  North  Ame- 
rica ;  which  were  not  confined  to  thofe  Na^ 
tions,  but  extended  to  the  cultivating  an  Inte- 
reft and  Friendfhip  with  the  Southern  Indian  s 
Jikewife. 

G  2  In 
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1755-        In  confequence  of  the  MefTages  which  Mr, 
~*v— -* Shirley  fent  from  the  Carrying-place  at  Oneida 
to  Four  of  the  Five  Cantons  or  Nations  of  In- 
dians,  inviting  them  to  meet  him  at  OJwego,  fe- 
veral  of  the  Sachems   and  Warriors    of  the 
Oneidas  met  him  foon  after  his  Arrival  there  ; 
as  did,  a  few  Days  after,  almoft  all  the  Sa- 
chems, and  fome  of  the  Warriors  of  the  Onon- 
dagos ;    likewife  Deputies    from   the  Cayugas 
and  Senecas ;  and  about  the  fame  time  he  re- 
ceived a  MefTage  from  a  Branch  of  the  On- 
taiaias Indians,  who  inhabit  in  the  Neighbour- 
hood of  Lake  Erie,  and  had  been  much  con? 
cern'd  in  the  Action  at  the  Monongahela  againfl 
General  Braddock,  expremng  their  Difpofition 
to  lay  down  the  Hatchet,  and  obferve  a  Neu- 
trality for  the  future  between  the  Englijh  and 
French :  and  as  the  inducing  the  Indians  of  the 
Five  Nations  to  confent  to  his  Majefly's  erect- 
ing defenfible  Forts  near  their  refpectiveCaftles, 
within  the  feveral  Quarters  of  their  Country, 
to  be  garrifon'd  with  Englijh  Soldiers  for  the 
Protection  of  their  Wives  and  Children  in  time 
of  War  againfl  the  French,  would  be  the  beft 
Means  of  fixing  them  in  a  firm  Dependence 
upon  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  fecuring 
their  Country  to  be  a  Barrier  to  the  Englifi: ; 
and  the  opening  a  free  Trade  at  Ofwego  with 
the  Indians  inhabiting  the  North  Side  of  the 
Lake  Ontario,   and  round  Lake  Erie,   upon 
more  advantageous  Terms  for  them  than  the 
french  could  afford  5  and  eflabliihing  an  an- 
nual 
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nual  Meeting  and  Council  between  them,  and  *755 
the  Indians  of  the  Five  Nations  would  be  the,"""v* 
moit  effectual  Method  of  reclaiming  thofe  fo- 
reign Indians  from  the  Intereft  of  the  French, 
(at  leaf*  to  a  State  of  Neutrality)  and  to  reftore 
the  Indians  of  the  Five  Nations  to  their  ancient 
Authority  and  Influence  over  thofe  Northern 
Indians ;  Mr.  Shirley  propofed  to  the  Indians 
of  the  Five  Nations,  which  met  him  at  Of- 
wegoy  to  build  them  Forts  near  their  feveral 
Caftlesjtobegarrifon'd  with  the  King's  Troops; 
and  before  he  left  Ofwego  fent  Meffages  to 
the  Mejafagues,  Chippowees,  Outaiwaias,  and 
other  Northern  Nations,  inviting  them  to  meet 
him  and  their  Brethren  of  the  Five  Nations 
at  Ofwego  in  the  Spring  following,  there  to 
confult  in  a  general  Council  upon  Meafures 
for  fettling  a  mutual  Friendship  and  Alliance, 
opening  a  free  Trade  and  Commerce  between 
the  Englijh  and  Indians,  eftabliihing  a  general 
Peace  among  all  their  Caftles,  and  putting  an 
End  to  the  destructive  War,  which  the  French 
were  constantly  inftigating  them  to  engage  in 
with  the  Englifi,  and  with  each  other. 
-  And  for  compaffing  thefe  falutary  Ends,  he 
propofed  to  the  Indians  of  the  Five  Nations 
then  with  him,  that  they  mould  fend  fome  of 
their  Sachems  to  meet  him  in  the  Spring  at 
Ofwego,  being  the  Center  of  their  own  Coun- 
try; to  which  it  was  more  fit,  that  the  other 
Nations  mould  come  to  take  Law  from  them, 
than  that  they  mould  go  out  of  their  own 
Territories.,  to  meet  thofe  Nations, 

The 
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VM-    '    The  Pvefult  of  the  Propofal  to  the  Indians 

~"~  of  the  Five  Nations  for  building  them  Forts 
was,  that  the  Onondagos  and  Oneidas  in  a  few- 
Days  defired  Mr.  Shirley  to  give  Orders  for 
building  Forts  at  their  Head  Catties  j  the  lat- 
ter giving  him  leave  at  the  fame  time  to  fortify 
the  great  Carrying-place  on  their  Lands  at 
Oneida,  as  he  mould  think  proper,  for  fecuring 
Magazines  of  Stores  and  Provifions,  and  keep- 
ing open  the  Communication  with  Ofwego 
during  the  Expedition  ;  and  though  the  De- 
puties of  the  Cayugas  and  Senecas  had  not 
then  Power  from  their  Tribes  to  give  a  defini- 
tive Anfwer,  whilft  Mr.  Shirley  was  at  Ofwego ; 
yet  foon  afterwards,  following  the  Example 
of  the  Onondagos  and  Oneidas,  they  fent  Mef- 
fages  to  Sir  William  Johnfon,  when  Mr.  Shir- 
ley was  at  Boflon,  defiring  they  might  have 
Forts  immediately  built  near  their  refpeclive 
Caftles,  to  be  mounted  with  Cannon  and  gar- 
rifon'd  with  Englifo  Soldiers ;  as  did  likewife 
the  Tufcacora  Indians  to  him  and  Sir  William 
Johnfon,  whilft  Mr.  Shirley  was  at  Albany,  de- 
filing they  might  have  Forts  forthwith  built  j 
which  Requeft  was  likewife  renewed  there  by 
the  Oneida  and  Onondago  Indians-.  Mr.  Shirley 
accordingly  gave  Orders  to  Sir  William  "Johnfon 
to  caufe  Forts  to  be  built  for  them  according  to 
a  Plan  which  was  fettled  by  Mr.  Montrefor  the 
King's  Chief  Engineer,  each  Fort  to  be  capable 
of  being  defended  by  40  Men,  and  of  entertain- 
ing 120  upon  an  Emergency,  and  as* Sir  Wil- 

*  Vide  Appendix,  No,  1, 
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Ham  Johnfon  inform'd  Mr.  Shirley  Directions  1755. 
were  given  for  building  Forts  for  all  of  them  j v— -v- 
and  fome  were  accordingly  built. 

The  Effect  of  the  Propofal  to  the  Indians 
inhabiting  the  North  Side  of  the  Lake  Onta- 
rio* and  thofe  of  the  Five  Nations,  to  meet 
him  at  Ofwego  in  the  enfuing  Spring  for  the 
Purpofes  beforemention'd  was,  that  the  lead- 
ing Caftles  of  the  latter  of  thofe  Indians  pro- 
mis'd  Mr.  Shirley  to  comply  with  it,  and  with 
regard  to  the  Anfwer  of  the  Northern  Indians* 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Mercer*  Commanding  Of- 
ficer at  Ofwego*  in  his  Letter  of  the  30th  of 
November  1755,  to  Mr.  Alexander  Secretary 
to  Mr.  Shirley*  acquainted  him,  "  that  the 
"  Meffafagues  and  other  neighbouring  Nations 
* '  of  Indians  had  gladly  accepted  of  Mr.  Shirley 's 
1  Invitation  ;  that,  was  it  not  for  the  Dangers 
P  on  the  Lake  in  the  Winter,  they  would  have 
t{  been  at  Ofwego  before  that  Time,  but  that 
P  they  might  be  expected  early  in  the  Spring; 
f  that  he  gave  Mr.  Alexander  that  Informa- 
"  tion,  that  Mr.  Shirley  might  be  appris'd  of 
"  it,  and  either  fend  him  [Lieutenant  Colonel 
<c  Mercer]  Inductions,  or  fome  proper  Per- 
il fon  to  treat  with  them."  And  in  his  Letter 
to  Mr.  Alexander  of  the  1  ith  of  December  1755 
he  fays,  "  that  he  had  the  Pleafure  to  acquaint 
"  him  with  the  Succefs  and  Return  of  Mr.  Shir- 
ty leys  Meffenger  to  the  Meffafagues*  and  other 
"  foreign  Nations  of  Indians  ,  that  they  had 
"  accepted  of  his  Offers  and  Invitation  *  and 
I  that  they  would  be  at  Ofwego  in  great  Num- 

"  bers 
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1755*  "  bers  early  in  the  Spring,  being  difgufted  with 
— ***-*"  the  French  for  the  little  Care  they  took  of 
"  their  Families  in  their  Abfence,  their  Breach 
"  of  Promifes  in  regard  to  Prefents,  and  their 
"  Want  of  Neceffaries  to  fupply  their  Wants  5 
<£  that  he  was  anxious,  left  we  mould  not  per- 
"  form  the  abfolute  Promifes,  he  had  made  in 
ic  Mr.  Shirley's  Name,  of  confiderable  Pre- 
"  fents,  and  a  large  Quantity  of  Goods  for 
"  Trade,  as  their  being  difappointed  might 
"  be  attended  with  bad  Confequences  j  and 
"  that  he  had  directed  the  Commiffary  of  the 
"  Stores  to  tranfmit  Mr.  Alexander  an  Ac- 
"  count  of  the  Indian  Goods  in  his  PofTef- 
"  fion  ;  which  was  greatly  fhort  of  the  Occa- 
"  lion,  we  might  probably  have  to  difpofe  of 
IC  them  j  that  he  had  fignified  this  to  Mr. 
sc  Shirley,  and  doubted  not  of  his  taking  care* 
"  that  a  proper  Supply  mould  be  lent." 

For  carrying  into  Execution  thefe  Meafures,- 
fo  conducive  not  only  to  the  attaching  the  In- 
dians  of  the  Five  Nations,  to  the  Englifi  Inte- 
reft,  as  well  as  fecuring  their  Country  to  his 
■  Majejly,  and  making  them  dependent  upon 
Great  Britain,  but  for  gaining  over  the  We/tern 
Indians  to  our  Alliance,  Mr.  Shirley  afterwards 
in  the  Courfe  of  the  Winter  gave  Sir  William 
Johnfon  particular  Orders  in  every  Article, 
and  committed  to  him  (as  it  was  properly 
within  his  Department)  the  Care  of  building 
Forts  according  to  fuch  Directions,  as  fhould 
be  given  him  for  that  Purpofe,  the  providing 
proper  Prefents  for  the  Indians  at  their  pro- 
posed 
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pos'd  Meeting  at  Ofwego  in  the  Spring  (where 
Sir  William  John/on  was  like  wife  directed  to* 
be  prefent)  and  furnifti'd  him  with  the  Sum 
of  5000/.  which  he  acquainted  Mr.  Shirley 
he  mould  want  for  defraying  thofe  and 
other  incident  Expences  j  and  he  accord- 
ingly promis'd  Mr.  Shirley  in  feveral  Let- 
ters to  take  the  Care  of  thefe  Services  upori 
him. 

In  his  Letters  to  Mr.  Shirley  of  the  8th  of 
March  and  22d  of  April  1756,  he  writes  thus; 
in  the  former  of  them  he  fays,  "  Nothing  can 
"  be  more  pleating  to  the  Six  Nations  and 
"  their  Allies  than  the  Promife  made  them 
t£  concerning  the  Article  of  Trade ;  and  I 
"  think  nothing  can  deferve  our  Attention 
<c  more  than  that  and  fortifying  their  Coun- 
"  tries  and  garrifoning  them ;  for  I  am  con- 
"  vinc'd,  were  thefe  two  Articles  fettled  to 
tc  their  Mind,  every  thing  elfe  would  go  on 
"  fuccefsfully ;  wherefore  I  doubt  not  your 
"  Excellency  will  contribute  all  in  your  Power 
"  towards  accomplifhing  thofe  two  grand 
"  Points."  And  in  the  latter  he  fays,  "  By 
"  the  Copy  of  my  Proceedings  at  the  late 
"  Meeting,  your  Excellency  may  have  ob- 
"  ferv'd  that  agreeable  to  your  bijlruclions,  I 
"  promis'd  that  Goods  mould  be  plenty  and 
"  cheap  this  Year  at  Ofwego,  in  order  to  en- 
*e  courage  the  V/ejlern  Indians  to  come  there  ; 
u  the  Indians  [viz.  of  the  Six  Nations]  difco- 
"  ver'd  the  utmoft  Satisfaction  on  hearing 
"  this,  and  faid,  no  Method  could  be  fo  effec- 
H  "  tual 
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1755*  "  tual  to  gain  over  the  Weftern  Indians  to  our 
Alliance  j  they  will  depend  upon  this  Pro- 
"  mife  being  fulfill'd,  and  a  Difappointment 
"  will  be  of  very  bad  Confequence;  I  hope 
"  therefore  your  Excellency  will  bear  this 
"Matter  in  mind,  and  fall  on  Meafures  to 
\c  fulfil  our  Engagements  herein."  And  in 
his  Letter  of  April  9th  1756,  he  writes  thus, 
«*  As  it  is  fo  difficult  to  get  Men  here  to  build 
"  Fort9  for  the  Six  Nations,  who  are  very 
"  preiTmg  for  them,  I  think  it  would  be  beft 
"  to  have  Men  from  fome  other  Government 
"  to  work  at  them,  otherwife  they  will  not 
«e  be  finished  in  time 5  and  until  they  have 
"  Forts  garrifoned  in  their  Countries  it  cannot 
tc  be  expected,  they  will  join  us  with  all  their 
"  Force,  as  I  am  convinced  they  then  would; 
<{  their  allowing  Forts  in  their  Country  is  a 
"  ftrong  Indication  of  their  Intentions  to  abide 
M  by  us."  And  in  his  Letter  of  the  8th  of 
March  1756,  fpeaking  of  building  and  garri- 
foning  Forts  for  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions in  their  Countiy,  he  fays,  "  As  this  is 
"  one  of  the  moft  effectual  Steps,  which  can  be 
JJ  taken  to  fecure  them  [the  Indians]  in  the 
"  BrzliJJj  Intereft,  and  what  the  French  have 
"  been  long  endeavouring  at,  I  believe  your 
"  Excellency  will  think  with  me,  that  they 
cc  fhould  be  immediately  gratified  therein." 

In  anfwer  to  that  part  of  Mr.  Shirley  s  In- 
ftructions  to  Sir  William  Job?ifon,  which  di- 
rected him  to  proceed  in  the  Spring  to  Ofwe- 
go,  and  engage  as   many  Indians   of  the  'Six 

Nations 
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Nations  as  he  could,  (300  at  leaft)  to  be  ready  1755. 
there  to  go  upon  any  Service,  Mr.  Shirley' — "v~~ 
mould  order  them,  againft  the  French  Settle- 
ments upon  the  Lakes  j  as  alfo  to  procure  100 
of  them  to  affift  in  an  Expedition  againft 
Crown  Point  5  Sir  William  John/on  allured 
him,  that  he  would  accordingly  proceed  to 
Ofwego  -,  and  took  upon  him  the  Care  of  pur- 
chaiing  the  necefTary  Prefents  for  that  Occa- 
iion  ;  acquainted  him  in  his  Letter  dated  May 
1 2th  1756,  that  he  had  apprifed  the  Indians 
of  it  at  a  general  Conference  at  Fort  John/on ; 
and  in  another  of  his  Letters,  that  he  flattered 
himfelf  he  mould  be  able  to  engage  at  the 
Meeting  at  Ofwego  the  Number  of  Indians % 
which  Mr.  Shirley  mentioned  to  him  for  the 
Service  upon  the  Lakes  j  and  in  his  Letter  of 
the  2 2d  of  Aprils  that  he  would  ufe  his  beft 
Endeavours  to  engage  100  of  them  for  the 
Expedition  againft  Crown  Point :  And  as  Sir 
William  John/on,  in  his  Letter  dated  March 
8th  1756,  acquainted  Mr.  Shirley,  "  that  in 
"  order  to  enable  him  to  purchafe  the  Prefents 
"  for  the  Meeting  at  Ofwego,  build  the  feveral 
"  Forts,  arm,  cloath,  and  provide  the  In- 
"  dians,  which  might  join  him,  it  would  re- 
"  quire  a  conliderable  Sum  of  Money,  at  leaft 
,c  as  much  as  he  had  before,  which  was  5000/. 
c<  Sterling;"  Mr.  Shirley  immediately  fup- 
plied  him  with  that  Sum  by  a  Warrant  upon 
the  Deputy  Pay-mafter  General  j  and  the 
Prices,  at  which  the  Indians  were  to  have 
Goods  at  Ofwego  in  Exchange  for  their  Furrs, 
H  2  and 
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1755-   and  the'  Regulations  of  the  Trade  there,  were 
V-v— -> fettled  by    Mr.   Shirley  in   concert   with   Sir 
William  John/on  j  fo   that  all  things  neceffary 
for  carrying  into  Execution  every  Part  of  the 
Scheme  for  promoting    his  Majefty's  Service 
both  among   the   Indians  of 'the  Five  Nations 
and  thofe  inhabiting  on  the  other-  Side  of  the 
Lakes  were  provided  for  as  far,  as  it  was  in  Mr. 
Shirley 's  Power  to  do  it. 
Oa.  24.      Mr.  Shirley  fet  out  from  Ofwego  for  Albany 
in  a  Whale-Boat  attended  with  fome  Battoes, 
to  be  ready  at  hand,  in  cafe  making  the  whole 
PaiTage  in  it  mould  be  found  impracticable, 
and   arrived  on  the  27th  at   the  Oneida  Car- 
rying-place j  where   a   Deputation   from   the 
Indians  of  that ;  Caftle  met  him,  and  he  flayed 
one  Day  to  fettle  fome  Matters  with  them  ; 
particularly  the  building  of  two  Forts    upon 
the  Carrying-place  there,    and   to  give    Di- 
rections for  the  erecting  of  them,  and  on  the 
29th  fet   out  for  the   German  Flatts,  where 
arriving  that  Nighfhe  Went  from  thence  the 
next    Morning    and    reached    Conajohara   by 
Night  j,  from  whence  he  fet  out  the  Day  fol- 
lowing, after  having  in  his  PafTage  fent  the 
Mohawk  Indians  of  the   Conajohara  Caftle  a 
MeiTage,    acquainting  them  with    his  Return, 
and  defiring  them  to  meet  him  at  the  lower 
Mohawks  Caftle  at  Fort  Hunter  >  and   having 
z  Conference  with  the  Indians,  there  (in  which 
they  made  him  the  ftrongeft  Promifes  to  at- 
tend him  the   next  Spring  at  Ofwego)  he  ar*- 
rived  late  at  Night  at  Fort  Johnfon  5  and  from 

thence 
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thence  the  Day  'following  at  Scheneftada  after  I755- 
a  very   fatiguing   PalTage  of  nine  Days  fromL  ""^ 
Ofivego,  and  not  without  very  imminent  Dan- 
ger from   thi  Experiment  he  made  in   the 
Whale-Boat,  as  it  went  up  a  very  difficult  Fall 
in  the  Oneida  River. 

He  arrived  at  Albany \  where  he  was  de-Nov.  4, 
tained  until  the  29th  of  that  Month  in  fettling 
the  Winter  Quarters  and  other  Affairs  of  his 
Majefty's  44th  and  48th  Regiments  then 
upon  the  Spot,  and  feveral  weighty  Matters 
relative  to  his  Majefty's  Service  under  his 
Gommand,  neceffiary  to  be  tranfacted  there ; 
particularly  the  fixing  the  Garrifons  of  Forts 
Edward  and  William  Henry  for  the  Winter, 
in  concert  with  the  Governor  of  New  Tork, 
and  Commiffioners  from  the  other  Govern- 
ments ;  and  making  Preparations  for  a  Win- 
ter's Expedition  againft  Tionderoge  and  Crown 
Pointy  which  the  Want  of  fufficient  Ice  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  mildnefs  of  the  Seafon  in  the 
Month,  when  it  muft  have  been  made,  would 
not  admit  of  being  carried  into  Execution. 

He  embarked  for  New  Tork,  where  he  ar-Nov.  29^ 
rived  the  2d  of  December,  having,  before  he 
left  Albany,  wrote  circular  Letters  to  the 
feveral  Governors  upon  the  Continent  as  far 
Weftward  as  Virginia,  fummoning  them  to 
meet  him  there,  in  order  to  form  a  Council 
of  War,  confifting  (purfuant  to  one  of  his  Ma- 
jeft's  Instructions  to  him)  of  fuch  of  the  Go- 
vernors upon  the  Continent,  and  Field  Officers 
pf  his   Majefty's  Troops,  as  could  attend  it. 

The 
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'755-  The  Council  met,  at  which  were  prefent 
^^7' the  General,  who  was  alfo  Governor  of  the 
'  Majfachufets  Bay,  the  Governors  of  New  Tbrk, 
Maryland,  Penjilvania  and  Connecticut,  and 
all  the  Field  Officers,  that  were  not  neceffarily 
abfent  upon  Duty  with  their  refpe<5tive  Corps, 
either  in  Nova  Scotia,  at  Ofwego,  Schenecltada, 
or  Albany  -,  the  Governors  of  Virginia,  New 
Jerfeys,  Rhode  I/land,  and  New  Hampjhire  be- 
ing inevitably  hindred  on  feveral  accounts  from 
being  prefent  at  it. 

At  this  Time  the  only  practicable  Entrance, 
which  the  French  had  into  the  Lake  Ontario 
was  through  the  River  Iroquois  (called  by  them 
a  Branch  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence)  within  a 
few  Miles  diftance  of  Fort  Frontenac,  which  is 
iituated  on  the  North  Eaft  Edge  of  that  Lake, 
at  about  $$  Miles   diftance  from,  and  nearly 
oppofite   to  Ofwego  ;    and  whilft  the  French 
were  in  PofTeffion  of  that  Fort  and  the  Har- 
bour there  with  a  free  PafTage  into  the  Lake 
through    the   River   Iroquois,    together   with 
their  Harbour  at  T?-o?2toi  they  had  it  in  their 
Power  to  build  Veflels  of  a  larger  Size  upon 
the  Lake   than  could  be  built  in    the  Har- 
bour of  Ofwego,  which  would  not  only  greatly 
annoy  any  Fort,  thatfhould  be  erected  by  his 
Majefty  at  the  North  Eaft  End  of  the  Pafs  at 
Niagara,    but  endanger   the    lofs  of  Ojwego 
itfelf,  unlefs  his  Majefty  mould  have  at  leaft 
an  equal  naval  Force  to  that  of  the  French  up- 
on the  Lake. 

From 
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From  the  bed  Information,  Mr.  Shirley  '755- 
qould  procure,  the  French  Forts  and  Settle- '"•—v"'" 
ments  at  Niagara,  upon  Lake  JSnV,  and  the 
P&0,  and  even  as  far  as  Mijfilimackinac  upon 
Lake  Huron  were  almoft  wholly  fupported 
with  Stores  and  Provifions  from  Montreal 
chiefly  by  Water  Carriage  through  the  River 
Iroquch,  aija  uciofs  the  Lake  Ontario. 

As  it  therefore  appeared  to  Mr.  Shirley,  that 
by  diflodging  the  brench  from  Fort  Frontenac, 
and  their  fmall  Fort  at  Tronto,  and  barring  up 
their  Entrance  into  the  Lake  Ontario  through 
the  River  Iroquois  would  cut  off  all  their  Forts 
and  Settlements  upon  that  and  the  other  Lakes, 
and  the  River  Ohio  from  receiving  any  Support 
from  Canada,  without  which,  they  could  not 
poflibly  long  fubfift ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
moft  effectually  fecure  Ofwego  from  the  At- 
tempts of  the  French  ;  he  propofed  to  the 
Council,  for  their  Opinion  and  Advice,  the 
following  Plan  of  Operations  for  the  enfuing 
Year  j  viz. 

The  building  more  Veffels,  and  of  a  larger 
Force  upon  the  Lake  Ontario  ;  the  carrying  on 
two  Expeditions,  one  againft  the  French  Set- 
tlements on  that  Lake  with  5000  Troops,  and 
another  at  the  fame  Time  againft  Crown  Point 
with  6000  ;  the  Operations  in  the  former  to 
begin  with  an  Attempt  againft  the  Forts  Fron- 
tenac,  and  La  Gallette,  which  laft  is  fituate 
up  the  River  Iroquois ;  and  the  more  effectually 
to  divide  the  Force  of  Canada,  that  at  the 
fame  Time  an  Attempt  mould  be  made  againft 

Fort 
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1755*  Fort  Duquefne  by  Land  from  Wills  s  Creek  bf 
~~Y  the  Wejlern  Colonies ;  which  would  likewife 
probably  hinder  great  Part  at  leaft  of  the 
Southern  Indians  in  the  French  Intereft  from 
oppofing  our  Operations  to  the  Northward  j 
and  that  a  Body  of  2000  Troops,  after  break- 
ing up  the  French  Settlements  upon  the  Chau- 
diere,  mould  make  a  Feint  at  the  Mouth  of 
that  River,  which  is  nearly  oppofite  to  Quebec, 
in  order  to  alarm  the  French  in  that  Quarter. 

The  Council  declared  their  Opinion  in  fa- 
vour of  thefe  feveral  Operations ;  in  particular 
that  it  was  moll:  erTentially  neceffary,  at  all 
Events,  to  fecure  the  Navigation  of  the  Lake 
Ontario;  but  they  were  of  Opinion  that  6000 
Troops  mould  be  employed  in  the  Expedi- 
tion  againft  the  French  Forts  upon  that  Lake, 
and  10,000  in  that  againft  Crown  Point;  and 
as  to  the  propofed  Attempt  againft:  Fort  Du- 
quefne, and  Operations  upon  the  River  Chau*- 
diere,  they  were  of  Opinion,  they  mould  be 
carried  into  Execution,  provided  it  could  be 
done  without  interfering  with  the  two  prin- 
cipal Expeditions :  And  after  giving  their  Opi- 
nion upon  the  Points  propofed  to  them  by 
Mr.  Shirley,  they  declared  it  to  be  their  una-^ 
nimous  Opinion,  that,  confidcring  the  feveral 
Services  to  be  carried  on  in  North  America, 
an  additional  Number  of  Regular  Troops  to 
thole,  his  Majejly  then  had  upon  that  Con- 
tinent, would  be  neceiTary  for  effectually  re- 
covering and  lecuring  his  juft  Rights  there. 

The 
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The  Kefult  of  this  Council  was,  that  Mr.  1755- 
Shirley,  as  he  had  received  Intelligence  that^""v""* 
the  French  were  building  VefTels  of  Force  at 
Frontenac,  ordered  a  Snow  of  18  Carriage- 
Guns  fix  Pounders,  and  20  Swivels;  a  Bri- 
gantine  of  14  Carriage-Guns  and  12  Swivels, 
and  a  Sloop  of  6  Carriage-Guns,  to  be  built 
as  foon  as  poffible  at  Ofwego ;  and  determined 
to  make  Preparations  for  carrying  into  Exe^ 
cution  the  before-mentioned  Plan  of  Opera- 
tions in  the  enfuing  Year,  as  far  as  the  Forces, 
he  mould  then  have  would  permit  him. 

Mr.  Shirley  tranfmitted  to  his  Majejly  s  Mi- Dec.  ig, 
ni iters  Copies  of  the  Minute  of  the  before- 
mentioned  Council,  together  with  an  Account 
of  his  whole  Proceedings  to  that  time  -,  and 
in  x^nfwer  thereto  had  the  Honour  to  receive 
a  Letter  from  one  of  his  Majeftys  principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  acquainting  him,  That 
they  had  been  laid  before  his  Majefty  ;  and  that 
the  new  Difpoftion,  which  his  Majejly  had 
thought  proper  to  make  of  the  Command  of 
his  Forces  in  North  America,  was  not 
owing  to  any  Dijfatis faction  with  Mr.  Shirley 's 
Services,  but  that  on  the  contrary  it  was  his 
Majejly  s  Intention  to  give  him  a  further  Mark 
of  his  Royal  Favour  therein  ekprejjed. 

It  muft  be  obierved  here,  that  the  State  of 
his  Majefty's  Troops  in  North  America,  exclu- 
rive  of  thofe  ported  in  Nova  Scotia,  New- 
foundland,  South  Carolina,  and  the  Bahama 
Jfands,  none  of  which  could  be  fpared  from 
the  Defence  of  thofe  Parts,  was  at  this  time 
I  as 
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1755-  as  follows :  The  44th  and  48th  Regiments, 
"""'"*  pofted  at  Albany  and  ScheneBada  con  fitted  of 
about  500  each,  the  50th  of  about  600,  and 
the  51ft  about  400,  the  four  New  York  Inde- 
pendent Companies  of  about  180,  and  about 
80  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  making  in  the 
whole  a  Body  of  about  2200  Men ;  of  which 
there  were  not  above  600,  exclufive  of  the 
80  of  the  P„oyal  Artillery,  which  had  been 
two  Years  in  the  Service  ;  and  the  whole, 
when  compleated  to  the  Eftabliihment  of  each 
Corps,  would  have  made  up  a  Body  of  Men 
not  exceeding  4400. 

A  few  Days  after  the  Council  of  War  was 
finimed,  Mr.  Shirley  convened  the  Governors 
then  prefent  at  New  York,  to  confult  about 
the  Number  of  Provincial  Troops,  neceffary 
to  be  raifed  for  effecting  the  Services,  which 
had  been  there  determined  upon,  and  what 
Proportions  of  them  it  mould  be  recommend- 
ed to  each  Colony  to  raife ;  and  as  it  was  ap- 
prehended, that  fuch  an  additional  Number  of 
Regulars  as  would  compleat  the  6000  recom- 
mended to  Mr.  Shirley .  by  the  Council,  to  be 
employ'd  in  the  Operations  upon  Lake  On- 
tario, might  probably  be  fent  from  Europe 
(as  in  fact  Otway's  and  an  Highland  Regiment 
were,  making  in  the  whole  900  Men,  and 
which  were  landed  at  Albany  by  the  27th  of 
June  1756,  and  others  ordered  foon  to  fol- 
low) they  determined,  that  the  Colonies  of 
Mafachufets  Bay,  New  Hampfiire,  Rhode  IJland, 
Connecticut  t  New  York3  PenJIlvania,  Maryland, 

and 
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and  Virginia  ought  to  raife  io,ooo  Men  for 
the  Expedition  againft  Crown  Point,  in  the' 
Proportions  which  had  been  fettled  at  Albany 
by  the  Commiffioners,  who  met  there  from 
the  feveral  Governments  in  1654;  according 
to  which  their  refpettive  Quotas  of  that  Num- 
ber, with  a  fmall  Exceeding  of  250  Men, 
were  fettled  as  follows  -,  viz. 
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Virginia       

J75° 

Maryland           — 



1000 

Penjifoania       — 

- 

1500 

4250 

New  Jerfeys         — 

_ 

750 

New  Tork             — 



1000 

Connecticut         — 

— — 

1500 

Rhode  IJland         — 



500 

Majfachufets  Bay     — 

— 

1750 

New  HampJJjire       — 

500 

-s-4 —        600O 

10,250 

Thefe  Quota's  it  was  agreed,  that  the  Go- 
vernors then  prefent  fhould  each  of  them  up- 
on their  Return  to  their  Governments,  re- 
commend to  their  refpective  ArTemblies,  to' 
furnifii,  as  early  in  the  Spring  as  pcrlible ; 
and  Mr.  Shirley  was  defired  to  recommend  it 
to  the  abfent  Governors  of  the  Colonies  con- 
cern'd,  to  do  the  fame. 

In  anfvver  to  Mr.  Shirley    Letter  upon  this 

Occafion    to    the  Governor  of  New  Jtrjeys, 

he  was  allured,  that  that  Government  would 

I  2  continue 
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17 ^  continue  to  maintain  their  Regiment  of  500 
■^^^""^Men,  which  had  been  employed  in  the  Expe- 
dition againft  Niagara  the  Year  before  j  and 
as  foon  as  they  could  fpare  250  Men  eut  of 
the  Troops,  they  were  obliged  to  keep  up  for. 
the  immediate  Defence  of  their  Frontiers,  in- 
creafe  it  to  the  full  Number  of  the  Quota 
allotted  them  for  his  Majefty's  Service,  to  be 
employed  as  the  Kings  General  mould  think 
fit. 

The  Governors  of  Penfihania*  Maryland* 
and  Virginia  in  their  firft  Anfwers  gave  Mr. 
Shirley  Hopes,  that  the  Provinces  under  their 
feveral  Commands  would  contribute  Part  at 
leaft,  if  not  the  whole,  of  their  refpeclive 
Quota's,  either  in  Men  or  Money,  towards 
carrying  on  the  Expedition  againft  Crown 
Point ;  but  he  afterwards  received  Letters 
from  them,  by  which  he  found  he  could  have 
no  Dependance  upon  any  of  thofe  Govern- 
ments for  the  leaft  Aftiftance  in  an  Expedition 
to  the  Northward  -,  nor  could  they,  as  their 
refpective  Governors  allured  Mr.  Shirley^  be 
induced  to  carry  on  the  propoied  Expedition 
with  3000  Men  upon  their  own  Frontier 
againft  Fort  Dvqtiefne  ;  in  Expectation  of  their 
doing  which  Mr.  Shirley  had  appointed  *  Go- 
vernor Sharpe  to  the  chief  Command  of  it. 

The  Quota's  of  the  three  laft  mentioned 
Colonies  towards  compleating  the  10,000  Men 
.to  be  raifed  for  the  Expedition  againft  Crown, 

*  Governor  of  Maryland. 
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foint  amounted  to  4250,  and  their  Failure  to  1756. 
raife   any  Part  of  them  reduced  Mr.  Shirley s^"*-" 
Dependence   upon  the  Colonies  for  aflembling 
a  fufficient  Force  to   carry  it  on,  to  the  four 
Governments  of  New  England  and  Province  of 
New  York,  but  chiefly  the  former. 

This  threw  no  fmali  Difficulty  upon  his  Ma^ 
jeftys  Service ;  the  New  England  Governments 
had  fupported  the  whole  Burthen  of  the  laft. 
Year's  Expedition,  except  that  Part,  which 
the  Provinces  of  New  fork  and  Penfilvania 
had  fuftained,  and  which  was  but  fmall  in  Pro- 
portion to  theirs.  In  order  to  raife  the  Num- 
ber of  Troops,  which  was  determined  to  be 
employed  in  the  Reduction  of  Crown  Pointy  it 
was  neceffary  that  the  five  firfl -mentioned  Co- 
lonies lhould  furniffi  almoft  double  the  Num- 
ber of  Men,  which  was  fettled  to  be  their  juft 
Proportion  ;  and  it  was  a  difficult  Tafk  to  prefs 
this  upon  them,  merely  becaufe  the  other  Co- 
lonies equally  populous  and  interefted  in  the 
Event  of  this  Expedition,  and  of  greater  Abi- 
lities than  themfelves,  at  leaft  that  the  Colo- 
nies of  New  England,  refufed  to  contribute 
the  leaft  Aid  of  either  Men  or  Money  towards 
it. 

To  increafe  the  Difficulty,  thefe  Circum- 
ftances  concurr'd. 

•fhe  Refolutions  of  the  Colonies  of  Conne- 
Bicut,  Rhode  Ifland  and  New  Hampfiire,  with 
regard  to  railing  Men  for  the  Profecution  of 
{his  Expedition,    depended  on  thofe  of  the 

Mafi 
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*756-    Maffachufets  Bay ;  which  is  generally  the  lead- 
^~"^ing  Government  in  New  England, 

The  exhaufted  Circumftances  of  this  Pro- 
vince in  particular,  which  had  been  at  a  very 
confiderable  Expence  in  the  Year  1754  on 
Account  of  the  Expedition,  it  had  carried  on 
folely  at  its  own  Charge,  upon  the  River  Ken- 
nebeck,  and  was  in  Arrear  15,000/.  to  the  Of- 
ficers and  Soldiers,  it  had  employed  in  that  of 
the  laft  Year  againft  Crown  Point  ■,  the  large 
Number  of  Men,  which  had  been  raifed  for 
the  Reduction  of  that  Fortrefs  by  the  feveral 
Governments  concerned  in  it,  and  the  little 
that  had  been  done  towards  effecting  it,  during 
the  whole  Campaign,  had  occalioned  a  DifTatis- 
faction  throughout  the  Majfachufets  Govern- 
ment ;  as  the  laft  mentioned  Circumftance 
had  likewife  done  within  the  Colonies  of'- Con- 
necticut and  New  Hampfinre  .;  however  they 
ftill  retained  a  general  Spirit  for  accomplifhing 
the  Reduction  of  the  French  Forts  in  thatQuar- 
ter,  but  pleaded  their  Inability  to  raife  Money 
to  defray  the  Charges  of  another  Expedition 
this  Year ;  unlefs  they  were  affirted  in  dis- 
charging the  Debt,  they  had  contracted  in  the 
laft,  and  endeavoured,  particularly  the  Maj- 
fachufets Bay,  to  avail  themfelves  of  Sir  Thomas 
Robin/on 's  circular  Letter  to  the  Governors  of 
North  America  dated  the  19th  of  June  1755  y 
whereby  they  were  forbid  by  the  Lords  Jul- 
tices  "  to  draw  Bills  upon  the  Pay-mafter 
l(  General,  or  his  Deputy,  or  upon  any  other 

"  Perfon 
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"  Perfon  for  the  Difcharge  of  fuch  Expences, 
"  as  had  been  or  might  be  incurred  on  Ac-L 
<c  count  of  the  Services  or  Operations  to  be  per- 
"  formed  by  them,  or  in  any  refpect  under 
"  their  Direction  in  North  America  j  and  were 
"  directed  upon  all  fuch  Occalions  to  apply  for 
"  fuch  Sums  of  Money,  as  mould  fo  become 
<{  necefTary,  and  were  not  properly  chargeable 
"  to  the  Account  of  their  refpective  Govern- 
££  ments,  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  his 
"  Majejlys  Forces  for  the  time  being  in  North 
"  America" 

This  Letter  they  conftrued  to  be  a  Power 
at  leaft  (if  not  a  Direction)  given  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  his  Majejlys  Forces  to 
fupply  the  feveral  Governments  with  Money 
to  difcharge  all  the  Expences,  they  had  been 
at,  the  Year  before  in  the  Expedition  againft. 
Crown  Point  j  which  they  in  lifted  was  ex- 
prefsly  given  in  Charge  to  Mr.  Braddock  as 
part  of  the  general  Expedition  fet  on  foot  by 
the  Crown  in  North  America,  and  as  much  in- 
tended to  be  carried  on  at  the  Kings  Expence, 
as  the  particular  Expeditions  againft  the  French 
Settlements  on  the  Ohio,  and  at  Niagara  j  for 
defraying  the  Charges  of  both  which  it  was 
known  the  King's  General  had  drawn  War- 
rants upon  the  Deputy  Pay-mafters  in  Ame- 
rica j  and  great  Part  of  the  Majfachitjets  Af- 
fembly  was  fo  ftrongly  perfuaded  from  the 
before-mentioned  Letter,  that  Mr.  Shirley  had 
fome  Direction,  or  at  leaft  Power  given  him 
tq   reimburfe  the   Colonies  concerned  in  the 
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Expedition  againft  Crown  Point  for  their  paft 
'Expences  in  it,  that  he  found  it  neceflary  to 
make  an  explicit  Declaration,  that  he  had 
not ;  and  took  oecafion  to  obferve  to  them 
with  regard  to  the  general  Power,  which  they 
conceived  was  implied  in  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon's 
Letter  for  that  purpofe,  that  it  was  confined 
tofuch  Expences,  as  were \  not  properly  charge- 
able to  the  Account  of  the  Governments  in  the 
Colonies ;  but  that,  as  the  Expedition  againft 
Crown  Point  was  at  firft  concerted,  and  wholly 
undertaken  by  the  Colonies  concerned,  at  their 
own  Expence,  the  Quota's  of  which  they 
had  fettled  among  themfelves,  and  made 
Provifion  by  Ads  of  AfTembly  for  defray- 
ing them ;  and  all  this  was  done  without 
any  previous  Orders  or  Privity  of  the 
Crown,  (though  the  Expedition  afterwards 
received  General  Br  a  J  Jock's  Approbation 
at  Alexandria)  there  was  no  Colour  to 
fay  that  the  Expences  of  it,  were  not  properly 
chargeable  to  the  Accowit  of  the  Government ls7 
which  hadfet  it  on  foot. 

This  Point  was  got  over ;  but  the  great  Ob- 
itacle  of  the  Government  of  the  MoJJachufets 
Bay,  which  exifted  likewife  in  a  lefs  Degree  in 
thofe  of  Connecticut  and  New  Hampjbire,  ftill 
remained  ;  their  Inability  to  raife  immediate 
Supplies  for  difcharging  the  Arrears  of  Pay 
due  to  its  Officers  and  Soldiers  for  the  laft 
Year's  Service  ;  without  doing  which  it  was  in 
vain  for  the  Maffhchufets  Bay  at  leafl,  where  all 
Paper  Currency  was  abolifhed,  to  attempt  rai- 

fing 
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-  fing  any  confiderable  Number  of  Troops   in   17sf)- 
time  for  this  Year's  Campaign.  <— y-** 

For  opening  a  Way  to  extricate  thofe  Co- 
lonies out  of  this  Difficulty,  Sir  Thomas  Robin- 
Jons  Letter  of  the  1  ith  of  November  1755  to 
the  feveral  Governors  of  New  England  mod' 
opportunely  arriv'd  ;  in  this  Letter  was  figni- 
fy'd  to  them  his  Majefiys  Royal  Approbation 
of  the  Zeal  and  Spirit,  which  thofe  Govern- 
ments had  manifefted  in  his  Service  by  fend- 
ing Reinforcements  to  General  Johnfon;  and 
that  his  Majefcy  would  "  recommend  to  his 
"  Parliament  to  grant  them  fuch  Affiflance  iri 
tl  Confederation  of  the  Charges  they  had  born, 
<c  as  their  Ci  re  um  fiances  mould  require,  and 
<c  would  enable  them  vigorously  to  purfuethe 
sc  great  and  neceiTary  Work,  which  had  been 
€<  fo  chearfully  undertaken." 

This  Mark  of  his  Majefiys  Favour  gave  a 
new  Spring  to  their  Proceedings ;  yet  it  did 
not  remove  the  grand  Difficulty  jj  they  were 
ili  11  at  a  lofs  to  find  out  Ways  and  Means  for 
railing  a  ready  Sum  of  Money  ;  the  Arrival  of 
the  115,000/.  Sterling,  afterwards  granted  by 
Parliament,  would  have  been  too  late  to  have 
anfwered  the  Exigencies  of  his  Majefiys  Ser- 
vice this  Year,  if  they  had  flayed  for  that;  in 
the  mean  time,  though  the  Royal  Declaration 
was  looked  on  by  the  feveral  Governments,  as 
a  fufficient  Security  for  fuch  Sums  of  Money* 
as  were  wanted,  yet  it  was  not  fuch  an  one,  as 
the  Merchants  would  advance  them  upon,'  at 
kaft  without  a  very  large  Difcount. 
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It  was  propofed  therefore  to  Mr.  Shirley  to 
lend  the  Government  of  the  Majfachufets  Bay 
fuch  a  Sum  out  of  the  Contingent  Money  un- 
der his  Direction,  as  could  be  fpared  from  the 
other  Parts  of  his  Majeftys  Service,  and  would 
enable  them  to  raife  fuch  a  Number  of  Men 
for  their  Quota  this  Year,  as  might  be  fuit- 
able  to  the  Exigency  of  the  Service,  and  fet 
the  other  Colonies  a  proper  Example. 

Connecticut,  next  to  the  Majfachufets  Bay, 
with  regard  to  the  Number  of  its  Inhabitants, 
is  the  molt  refpectable  of  the  New  England 
Colonies,  and  had  ever  maintained  a  clofe  Con- 
nection with  that  Government  upon  all  Occa- 
fions  for  the  Service  of  the  common  Caufe  j 
as  it  did  particularly  at  this  Juncture ;  upon 
which  *  Governor  Fitch,  foon  after  Mr.  Shir- 
ley %  Return  to  Bofton,  fent  Commiffioners  to 
advife  with  him  upon  the  Part,  which  that 
Government  mould  take  in  the  Expedi- 
tion. 

This  Colony  was  (as  is  before  obferved)  in 
fome  Degree  under  the  fame  Difficulty  with 
the  Majfachufets  Government  in  refpect  to  the 
railing  immediate  Supplies  of  Money  for  this 
Year's  Service  ;  and  Governor  Fitch  in  his  pub- 
lic Inductions  to  his  Commiffioners  directed 
them  to  make  Application,  on  the  Part  of  the 
Colony,  to  Mr.  Shirley,  to  affift  them  with  a 
Sum  of  Money,  which  he  had  likewife  urged 
much  in  his  Letter  to  him,  as  neceffary  to  en- 
able him  to  raife  fuch  a  Quota  of  Men,    in 

time 

*  Governor  of  Conneflkut. 
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time  for  the  enfuing  Campaign,  his  as    Ma-  J756- 
je/ty's  Service  demanded.  v— v— 

Mr.  Shirley  finding,  that  if  he  would  com- 
ply with  the  Requeft  of  both  Governments, 
he  might  fecure  a  Vote  of  the  Majfachufets 
AJfembly  for  raifing  3000  Men  at  leaft,  and  of 
Connecticut  Government  for  raifing  2000 ;  that 
on  the  other  hand,  if  he  refufed,  not  only 
the  Number  raifed  for  the  Expedition  againft 
Crown  Point  would  fall  extremely  fhort  of 
their  defigned  Complement,  but  this  Year's 
Preparations  be  too  late  for  the  Service  ;  and 
that  in  cafe  the  Money,  which  mould  be 
granted  by  Parliament  to  the  Colonies  arrived 
in  America  this  Summer  (as  there  feemed 
room  to  hope)  fuch  a  Loan  might  be  made 
out  of  the  Contingent  Money,  without  the 
leaft  Inconvenience  to  the  Government  at 
Home,  or  interfering  with  the  other  Parts  of 
his  Majefty's  Service  in  America,  judged  his 
Compliance  with  their  Defire  to  be  the  moil 
effectual,  and  indeed  the  only  Means  for  mak- 
ing the  Grant  of  the  Parliament  anfwer  his 
Maje/lfs  Intention  in  recommending  it ; 
which  was  "  to  enable  the  New  England  Co- 
(C  lonies  vigoroully  to  profecute  the  Expedi- 
"  tion  this  Tear"  as  well  as  to  reward  them 
for  their  Services  in  the  laft ;  and  he  there- 
upon made  the  Maffachufets  Government  a 
Loan  of  30,000/.  Sterling,  and  Connecticut  of 
10,000/.  to  be  repaid  out  of  their  refpe&ive 
Shares  of  fuch  Monies,  as  mould  be  granted 
the  Colonies  by  Parliament^  upon  its  Arrival 
K  2  in 


[63] 
*756-  in  America-,  and  in  cafe  of  its  Failing  to 
-"**  'arrive  by  a  Day  prefix'd,  the  Repayment  was 
fecured  by  Taxes  upon  the  Inhabitants  :  And 
the  *  Governor  of  New  Hampflire,  who  had 
likewife  fent  a  Commiflioner  to  Boflon  to  con^ 
fult  with  Mr.  Shirley  upon  the  Share,  which 
the  Province  under  his  Government  was  ex- 
pected to  take  of  the  Expedition,  aiTured  him, 
he  mould  be  under  an  utter  Incapacity  to  fend 
any  confiderable  Number  of  Troops  from 
thence,  in  time  for  the  King's  Service  this 
Campaign,  without  being  affifted  with  a  Sum 
of  Money ;  whereupon  Mr.  Shirley  lent  that 
Government  3000  /.  Sterling  upon  the  fame 
Terms. 

The  EfTea  of  thefe  Loans  was,  that  the 
Maffacbufets  Bay  finally  voted  3500  Men,  Of- 
ficers included  j  which  was  double  the  Num- 
ber fettled  to  be  their  Proportion  at  the  Meet- 
ing of  the  Governors  at  New  York  ;  Connecticut 
2500,  which  was  two  thirds  more  than  what 
their  Quota  was  fet  at  ;  and  the  Province  of 
New  Bawpfitre  500  Men,  amounting  in  the 
whole  for  thofe  three  Governments  to  6500  j 
the  Government  of  Rhode  IfiarJ  voted  about 
the  fame  time  500  Men  as  their  Quota  j  and 
New  York,  which  had  before  voted  no  more 
lhan  1000,  was  induced  by  this  Example  to 
augment  them  to  17 15,  of  which  1315  were 
deitinedby  their  ACt  of  Ajfembly  immediately 
againft  Crown  Point,  and'  the  other  400  for  J 
;.iDie  Service,  as  foon  as  the  PfptecYiqn  of 

*  Governor  JVcntivorth*  , 
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dieir  own  Frontier  againft  the  Indians,  and 
an  Engagement,  which  they  had  entered  intov 
with  the  Government  of  Penfihania  for  carry- 
ing on  an  Expedition  would  admit  of  it ;  all 
which  amounted  in  the  whole  to  8715. 

By  this  means  timely  Preparations  were 
made  by  the  Colonies  concerned  for  carrying 
on  an  Expedition  to  effect  againft  Crown  Point 
this  Year,  and  fuch  a  Body  of  Provincial 
Troops  fit  for  Duty  fecured,  as  would,  ac- 
cording to  all  Appearance,  if  they  had  not 
been  retarded  by  Circumftances,  which  hap- 
pened after  Mr.  Shirley  s  Command  expired, 
have  marched  towards  Tionderoge  by  the  latter 
End  of  July,  or  foon  after,  and  when  fup- 
ported  by  fuch  a  Body  of  Regular  Troops,  as 
might  have  been  fpared  for  that  Service,  been 
a  fufficient  Force  for  the  Reduction  of  Crown 
Point  at  that  time  :  Whereas  if  Mr.  Shirley 
had  not  entered  into  this  Meafure,  there  would 
have  been  a  very  inconiiderable  Provincial 
Army  for  his  Majefty's  Service  in  the  Field 
that  Summer  ;  which  muft  have  expofed  great 
Part  of  the  Province  of  New  Tork  (at  leafl  the 
whole  County  of  Albany)  to  have  been  over- 
run by  the  Enemy  :  The  Juftnefs  of  this  Gb- 
fervation  feems  fully  evinced  by  the  Lofs  fuf- 
tained  this  Year  of  Fort  William  Henry,  which 
was  ov/ing  (if  the  Accounts  tranfmitted  of  it 
from  America  may  be  credited)  to  the  Want 
of  a  fufficient  Number  of  Troops  being  em- 
ployed for  the  Protection  of  it  j  and  would,  in 
all  Probability,  have  been   prevented   if  the 

fame 
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fame  Number  of  Provincial  Troops  had  been 
raifed  this  Year  within  the  four  Colonies  of 
New   England,    as   were  raifed   in  them   in 
1756. 

Another  Circumflance,  which  made  it  more 
difficult  for  Mr.  Shirley  to  induce  the  Colonies 
to  raife  the  Number  of  Troops,  which  his 
Majefly's  Service  required  in  1756,  than  it 
was  to  raife  the  fame  Number  in  the  fucceed- 
ing  Year,  was  this  j  Mr.  Shirley  did  not  know, 
at  the  time  of  their  being  raifed,  that  they 
would  be  found  with  Provifions  and  Military 
Stores  out  of  his  Maje/ly's  Magazines  (though 
that  had  been  ordered  by  the  Government  in 
England)  but  was  under  the  Neceffity  of  pro- 
curing them  to  be  raifed  upon  the  Terms  of 
being  furnimed  with  thofe  Articles  at  the 
Charge  of  the  feveral  Colonies,  whereas  the 
Provincial  Troops,  which  were  demanded  of 
the  Colonies  in  the  prefent  Year,  were  raifed 
upon  the  Encouragement  of  having  their  Pro- 
vifions  and  Military  Stores  provided  for  them 
at  the  Expence  of  the  Crown  j  which  made  it 
more  practicable  to  procure  a  proper  Number 
for  his  Majefly's  Service  then,  than  it  was  in 
the  Year  preceding. 

It  is  proper  here  to  cbferve,  that  upon  the 
Arrival  at  New  York  of  the  1 15,000  /.  granted 
by  Parliament  upon  his  Majefly's  Recommen- 
dation, to  the  Colonies,  which  was  on  the  28th 
of  Auguji ,  Mr ■.  Shirley  took  care  to  have  the 
43,000/.  lent  by  him  to  the  Colonies  of  the 
-hnfets  Bay,  Connecticut,  and  New  Hamp- 

Jhir$ 
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fhtre  out  of  the  Contingent Money,  replaced  in  1756. 
the  King's  Deputy  Pay-mailer  General's  Hands' — fTt 
out  of  their  refpective  Shares  in  th  e  Parliament 
tary  Grant  before  he  left  Bojion.  * 

Among  the  Difficulties  under  which  his 
Majejiys  Service  in  the  Expedition  againft 
Niagara  laboured  in  the  preceding  Year,  the 
Impracticability  of  tranfporting  the  neceffary 
Supplies  of  Provifions  for  it  in  time  to  Ofwego 
was  not  the  leafr ;  this  had  been  owing  partly 
to  the  Seafon's  being  too  far  advanced  before 
that  Expedition  was  concluded  upon,  partly 
to  a  difficult  Navigation  of  240  Miles  ;  but 
principally  to  the  Want  of  a  fufficient  Num- 
ber of  Albany  and  other  Battoe-men  to  be 
found  within  the  Province  of  New  Tork,  who 
were  then  the  only  Carriers  employed  in  the 
Tranfportation  of  Provifions  and  Stores  to  Of 
wego,  for  fupplying  the  Service  in  both  the 
Expeditions  then  carrying  on. 

It  was  necelfary  at  all  Events  this  Year  to 
furmount  this  Obftacle  •  the  Prefervation  of 
the  Garrifon  at  Ofwego,  and  intended  Opera- 
tions of  the  eniuing  Campaign  upon  the  Lake 
Ontario,  abfolutely  depended  upon  laying  in 
fufficient  Magazines  there,  as  early  as  poffible 
in  the  Spring  -y  which   were   accordingly   all 

*  Mr.  Shirley's  Conduit  in  the  Affair  of  this  Loan, 
which  evidently  appears  from  the  State  of  the  feveral  Facls 
abovementioned,  to  have  been  well  advifed  for  anfwering 
the  Exigencies  of  his  Majefty's  Service  under  his  Com- 
mand, was  reprefented  from  America  in  a  light  very  much 
to  his  Difadvantage  ;  infomuch  that  at  his  Arrival  in  Eng- 
land, the  Repayment  of  it  could  fcarcely  be  credited. 

befpoke 
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i?56-  befpoke  and  order'd  by  Mr.  Shirley  before  ht 
u-vwleft  New  Tork  -,  and  as  it  was  to  be  expected 
that  the  French  would  ufe  their  utmoft  Ef- 
forts to  cut  off  our  Convoys  of  Provifions  and. 
Stores  upon  their  ;  Paffage  j  none  but  very 
ftrong  ones  ought  to  be  intrufted  with  the 
Tranfportation  of  them. 

To  compafs  this  Point  by  fecuring  a  fuffi- 
cient  Number  of  Battoe-men  to  be  conftantly 
ready  for  the  Service,  Mr.  Shirley  ordered  40 
Companies  of  them  to  be  raifed,  confifting  of 
50  Men  each,  a  Captain,  and  another  Officer 
under  him,  fubjetf:  to  military  Difcipline,  to 
be  .  arm'd  with  Mufquets  and  Hatchets ;  the 
whole  to  be  under  the  general  Dire&ion  and 
Command  of  one   Officer,  who   mould  per- 
fonally  attend  the  Execution  of  his  Duty  in 
every  Branch  of  it,  by  Water  as  well  as  at 
Land ;  fo  that  thefe  Battoe-men  being  thus 
arm'd,  and  distributed  into  Companies,  under 
the   before-mentioned   Command,    formed  a 
Body  of  2000  Men,  not  only  uieful  for  trans- 
porting Provifions,  Stores,  &c.   but  for  man- 
ning the  Whale-Boats  upon  the  Lake*  and, 
upon  any  Emergency  which  might  require  it, 
for  ferving  as  a  Reinforcement  by  Land  to  the 
Garrifon  at  Ofwego. 

Men  proper  for  this  Service  were  difficult 
to  be  found,  as  none  but  thofe  who  had  been 
ufed  to  Battoes,  or  other  fmall  Craft,  were  fit 
for  it  j  the  Albany  Men,  who  were  almoft  the 
only  People  ufed  to  the  Service,  were  many 
of  them  worn  out,  and  not  to  be  depended 
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bn  ;  bat  it  was  neceflary  to  raife  them  at  any 
rate ;  for  without  them  the  Service  propofed* 
cm  Lake  Ontario  could  not  be  carried  on  ;  and 
thefe  Battoe  C  Ompanies  had  this  Advantage, 
that  they  would  be  a  Protection  to  themfelves, 
as  well  as  to  the  Provilions  and  Stores  they 
had  in  Charge  3  and  fpare  the  Army  the  in- 
finite Labour  of  marching  Troops  backwards 
and  forwards  for  ihe  Protection  of  the  Con- 
voys ;  they  were  of  themielves,  while  doing 
their  Duty  as  Battoe-men,  a  very  large  patrol- 
ling Guard  upon  the  Rivers  and  Lakes  tor 
keeping  open  the  Communication  between 
Albany  and  Ofwego. 

By  the  firft  of  April  their  whole  Number 
Was  com  pleat,  tho'  it  Was  necelTary  to  collect 
them  from  every  Part  of  the  Continent ;  feve- 
ral  Companies  being  raifed  to  'the  Eaftward  of 
Bo  ft  on ;  two  at  Cape  Cod  and  Nantuckett  com- 
pofed  intirely  of  Whale-men,  feveral  in  Con- 
necticut, New  York,  New  Jerfey,  and  Penjlfoa- 
nia,  and  fome  even  from  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia i  their  Ufefulnefs  in  both  Capacities,  as 
Battoe-men  and  Soldiers,  foon  appeared  j  they 
went  unmolefted,  tho'  large  Parties  of  the 
Enemy  had  laid  in  wait  feveral  Weeks  to  at- 
tack them,  until  the  third  of  July ;  when  a 
Party  of  them  was  attacked  by  a  fuperior 
Number  of  French  and  Indians,  whom  they 
repulfed  j  and  after  purfuing  great  Part  of 
them  into  a  Swamp,  drove  them  out  of  it,  and 
killed  many  of  them  j  and  by  this  means  very 
L  large 


[74] 

27&    large  Magazines  were  laid  in  at  Ofwego  hj 

~*~"      May. 

Many  things  were  necefTary  to  be  provided 
for  the  Crown  Point  Expedition,  which  could 
only  be  had  from  the  Eaftern  Colonies  -,  Mr. 
Shirley  accordingly  prevailed  upon  thofe  Go- 
vernments, whilft  he  ftaid  at  Bojlon,  to  fupply 
them,  befides  Provifions  and  military  Stores  j 
which  at  that  time  they  were  to  raife  at  their 
own  Expence  :  The  Experience  of  the  laft 
Year  had  fhewn,  that  the  Northern  Parts  of 
the  Province  of  New  York  could  not  furnifh  a 
Number  of  hired  Horfes  or  Carriages  fuffi- 
cient  for  the  Transportation  of  the  NecerTa- 
ries  for  one  Expedition  :  To  remedy  this  De- 
fecl:,  the  Province  of  the  MaJTachufets  Bay 
agreed  to  fend  by  Land',  acrofs  the  Country,  to 
Albany  (to  which  Place  all  the  Provifions  and 
Stores  of  the  Army  were  to  be  tranfported  by 
Water)  200  Ox-Carts,  with  four  Oxen  and 
two  Horfes  to  each  ;  Connecticut  about  ]  00 
more,  and  Rhode  IJland  about  50  ;  thefe,  after 
greatly  reducing  the  Land  Carriage  between 
Albany  and  Fort  Edward,  were  found,  while 
properly  employed,  fumcient  for  tranfporting 
.  all  the  Provincial  Stores  of  the  Army  :  A  fuit- 
able  Number  of  Battoes  and  Flats  were  alfo 
ordered  to  be  built  for  thofe  Parts  of  Hndfat's 
River  above  Albany,  where  Ufe  could  be  made 
of  Water-Carriage  ;  feveral  Companies  of  Car- 
penters were  fent  to  Fort  William,  Henry,  to 
build  a  Number  of  large  Boats  and 'two  arm'd 

Sloops, 
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Sloops,  for  tranfporting  the  Army  over  Lake 
George ;  in  the  mean  time  a  Train  of  Artillery v 
and  Ordnance  Stores  were  preparing  at  Bojion 
and  New  Vork^  and  at  the  former  Place  two 
Artillery  Companies  of  ioo  Men  each  were 
raifing  and  exercifed  every  Day  :  And  befides 
thefe,  Mr.  Shirley  raifed  a  Ranging  Company  of 
60  Men,  to  be  employed  in  fcouting  Parties 
upon  Lake  George  and  Lake  Champlainy  for 
gaining  Intelligence  of  the  Enemy's  Motions, 
deftroying  their  Cattle  and  Out-Magazines, 
intercepting  their  Provifion  Battoes,  and  fur- 
prizing  their  Parties  of  Boats  upon  either  of 
the  Lakes ;  to  be  commanded  by  an  Officer 
who  had  before  fignaliz'd  himfelf  in  that  kind 
of  Service. 

Thefe  were  the  Preparations,  which  were 
making  during  Mr.  Shirley  §  Stay  at  Bojion  for 
the  Provincial  Army,  defign'd  for  the  Attack 
of  Crown  Point :  He  had  at  the  fame  time  the 
Regular  Forces  to  recruit,  and  to  provide  for 
the  building  and  manning  of  VefTels  at  an 
inland  Place  430  Miles  diftant  from  the  Sea, 
and  acceiiible  chiefly  thro'  Rivers  filled  with 
Shoals  and  Rifts,  and  over  Carrying-places  of 
Rock  and  Swamps  j  all  creating  infinite  La- 
bour, and  confequently  requiring  a  Variety  of 
Preparations  and  great  Numbers  of  Hands  to 
tranfport  the  NecelTaries  for  building  the  Vef- 
fels  and  maintaining  them  and  the  Troops  on 
Lake  Ontario. 

Provifions  and  Stores  of  all  Kinds  for  the 

Army  and  Navy  were  preparing,  during  the 

L  2  Winter, 
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Winter,  at  New  Tork ;  700  Battoes  for  tranf- 
'porting  Provisions  to  Ofwego  were  building  at 
ScheneBada,  befides  the  250  Whale-Boats  be^- 
fore-mentioned,  which  were  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  an  Expedition  on  Lake  Ontario,  ef- 
pecially  as  it  was  impracticable  to  put  all  the 
Troops,  which  were  to  be  employed  in  it,  on 
board  the  Veffels. 

Forty  Carpenters  and  Sawyers  fet  out  for 
Ofwego  by  land  through  the  Indian  Country 
to  prepare  the  Timber  for  building  the  Veffels 
upon  Lake  Ontario,  as  did  about  100  more 
in  March  following;  but  were  unfortunately 
hindered  on  their  way,  for  ifear  a  Fortnight, 
by  a  Party  of  Canadeans  and  Indians  having 
furprifed  and  burnt  *  Bull's  Fort  at  Wood 
Creek,  and  deftroyed  the  Garrifon,  which 
confirmed  of  30  Men. 

As  Mr.  Shirley  imputed  this  Misfortune  to 
the  Remiffnefs  and  Negligence  of  the  Indian 
Parties  employed  by  Sir  JVilHam  John/on,  he 
took  Notice  of  it  to  him  -,  and  finding  by  his 
Anfwer  that  thefe  Indians  would  be  of  little 
Service,  unlefs  mixed  with  EnglifJj  Rangers  in 
their  fcouting  Parties,  he  informed  him.  that 
he  fhould  raife  out  of  the  New  England  Troops 
th-rrn  daily  expected  to  return  from  Nova  Sco- 
tia, three  Cjmpaues  of  fuch  Rangers  to  be 
employed  jointly  with  the  Indians,  more  ef- 

pecially 

*  This  Party  did  not  venture  to  make  any  Attempt 
a^ainfl  the  Fort  built  at  the  other  End  of  the  Carrying- 
place,  but  retired  immediately  after  having  done  the  Mi f- 
chicf  at  Bull's  Fort. 
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pecially  for  prote&ing  the  Great  Carrying-  '75^ 
place  at  Oneida,  which,  on  Account  of  its'-  v 
being  the  moil  eflential  Pafs.  for  fecuring  the 
Communication  between  Albany  and  Ofwegoy 
and  for  keeping  large  Magazines  of  Provifions 
and  Stores,  had  long  been  threatened  with  an 
Attack  from  the  Enemy  :  In  Anfwer  to  this, 
Sir  William  John/on  obferved  to  Mr.  Shirley, 
that  this  was  the  Method,  which  the  French 
always  practifed  with  their  Indians :  And  in 
a  fubfequent  Letter  to  him  dated  ioth  of  May 
1756,  he  writes  thus,  <c  I  with  the  Companies 
fc  of  Rangers,  your  Excellency  mentions,  were 
"  ready  to  go  upon  Duty,  when  I  would  hope 
"  to  be  able  to  join  Indians  with  them  ;  and 
"  unlefs  this  Method  takes  place,  I  defpair  of 
"  the  Communication  to  Ofwego's  being  fe- 
"  cured." 

In  the  Spring,  as  foon  as  the  Seafon  would 
permit,  the  Stores  and  Provifions  of  both  Ar- 
mies were  fent  to  Albany,  and  moving  on  from 
thence  to  Ofwego  and  Lake  George  j  and  at  Of- 
wego  were  building  a  Snow  Brigantine  and 
Sloop  of  the  Force  before-mentioned. 

After  having  fettled  every  thing  with  the  Apr.  26, 
Province  of  the  Majjachufets  Bay  relative  to  the 
Crown  Point  Expedition  j  and  ifTued  his  War- 
rant for  impreffing  a  fufricient  Number,  to 
compleat  the  3500  Troops  voted  by  the  Maf- 
fachifets  AiTembly,  Mi .  Shirley  fet  out  for  Al- 
bany. 

By  the  fir  ft  of  May  the  44th,  48th,  and 
50th  Regiments  were  computed  to  amount, 

one 
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i756-    one  with  another,   to  900  each,  and  the  51ft 

v"-v"—l^o  about  700. 

May  6.  Mr.  Shirley  arrived  at  Albany,  and  found  the 
Provincial  Troops  beginning  to  affemble; 
their  Provifions  and  Stores  in  great  forward- 
nefs,  and  fmall  Forts  building  between  Al- 
bany and  Fort  Edward  for  protecting  the  Ma- 
gazines, as  the  Stores  were  carrying  up  ;  as 
alfo  Sloops,  Flats  and  Boats  building  at  Fort 
William  Henry  on  Lake  George ;  Captain  Ro- 
gers with  his  Company  of  Rangers  were  on 
their  return  from  a  Scout  towards  Crown 
Point,  where  they  had  been  to  gain  Intelligence 
of  the  Enemy's  Motions,  and  intercept  their 
Convoys  with  his  Whale-Boats ;  for  which 
Service  Mr.  Shirley,  having  found  the  great 
Succefs  and  Ufefulnefs  of  this  Company,  or- 
dered three  other  Companies  of  the  fame 
Kind  to  be  raifed  j  and  in  particular  raifed  one 
of  45  Stockbridge  Indians. 

By  this  time,  in  the  Place  of  the  Fort  at 
Wood  Creek,  which  in  March  was  furprifed  and 
burnt  by  the  Enemy,  another  was  built,  be- 
ing a  regular  Square  with  four  Baftions  of 
Pickets  and  Earth  thrown  up  on  the  Berm  for 
Defence  againft.  Mufquetry,  and  a  dry  Ditch  of 
1 5  Feet  wide  and  1 2  deep  ;  the  Great  Car- 
rying-place which  in  the  Beginning  of  1  aft 
Year  was  a  Portage  of  eight  Miles  Land  Car- 
riage, was  now  reduced  to  one  Mile  by  clearing 
out  the  Wood  Creek  up  to  a  Place  called  the 
Stair  Kill,  where  another  *  Fort  was  built  for 
*  Fort  Navpsrl. 

Pro- 


Protection  of  the  Stores  brought  there  to  be  *?56- 
laden  into  the  Battoes ;  the  Courfe  of  the  Wood^ — *~" 
Creek  was  Jhortened  by  cutting  through  fome 
great  Bends  or  Windings  in  it  j  and  as  it  was 
in  fome  Places  flat  and  mallow,  Dams  were 
erected  to  raife  the  Water  ;  fo  that  the  Battoes 
might  at  all  times  float  with  very  little  Ob- 
ftruction  ;  which  before  they  could  not  do  in 
dry  Seafons ;  this  Work  was  done  by  a  Com- 
pany of  Carpenters  and  Pioneers,  which  Mr. 
Shirley  lent  for  that  Purpofe  from  Bofton  early 
;n  the  Spring  under  the  Direction  of  Captain 
Bradfireet  j  the  Garrifon  on  the  Oneida  Carrying- 
place  was  504  Men  ftrong,  exclusive  ofCommif- 
fioned  Officers,  and  able  to  defend  it  (efpecially 
with  the  Affiftance  of  fcouting  Parties  of  In- 
dians) againft  fix  times  their  Number,  as  they 
could  only  be  attacked  with  fmall  Arms  ;  a 
fmall  Work  fecured  with  Pickets  was  erected 
at  Burnets  Field,  the  upper  Settlement  on  the 
Mohawks  River,  for  protecting  the  Magazines 
there  againft  a  Surprize  from  Indians;  and 
three  of  the  New  York  Independent  Companies 
computed  at  about  200  Men  were  ported  in 
the  .Neighbourhood  ;  150  Men  were  polled 
at  Conajohara  Falls  about  50  Miles  above  Scbe- 
neftada  for  guarding  the  Carrying-place  there, 
upon  which  was  built  a  fmall  Work  :  befides 
thefe,  Mr.  Shirley  had  ordered  a  Fort  to  be 
built  at  the  great  Falls  (about  12  Miles  from 
Ofwego)  which  was  accordingly  begun,  but 
could  not  be  immediatly  proceeded  in  for  want 
of  Hands  >  and  the  2000  Battoe-men  under 

Captain 
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1756.  Captain  Bradflreet  were  paffing  and  repaying 
u— v-'^with  the  Stores  and  Provifions  to  Ofwego  with- 
out Interruption. 
The  foregoing  Account  will  (heW  the  State 
t  of  Affairs  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Sbirky  s  coming 
to  Albany,  he  had  by  this  time,  from  com- 
mon Report,  private  Letters,  and  Public 
News-Papers,  heard  that  he  was  to  be  fuper- 
feded  in  his  Command  ;  but  he  had  yet  no 
Account  of  it  from  any  Minifter  of  State,  or 
other  Perfon  in  Authority  j  he  had  fent  home 
Copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Council  of  V/ar, 
held  at  New  Tork  in  the  Winter,  which  ar- 
rived there  about  the  20th  of  January \  but 
had  received  no  Anfwer  either  in  Approbation 
or  Difapprobation  of  the  Plan  of  Opera- 
tions, he  had  tranfmitted  for  Confideration ; 
this  left  him  in  Uncertainty,  whether  it  would 
be  advifeable  for  him  to  proceed  to  carry  his 
Plan  into  Execution,  fo  far  at  leaft  as  it  was 
practicable  with  the  Force  he  had,  left  it 
ihould  interfere  with  that,  which  his  Succejfor 
might  be  charged  with ;  however,  fince  he 
had  received  no  Difapprobation  of  it,  as  he 
might  have  done,  if  it  had  not  been  approved, 
he  thought  it  his  Duty  to  carry  on  his  Prepa- 
rations for  that  and  every  other  Part  of  his  Mai 
jeftys  Service,  as  fad  as  poflible  for  the  enfu- 
ing  Campaign,  until  he  mould  be  relieved  in 
his  Command. 
May  25.  Under  thefe  Circumftances  Mr.  Shirley 
thought  it  expedient  for  him  to  be  affifted  with 
the  Opinion  of  a  Council  of  War  upon  what 

might 
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hiight  be  the  mod  advifeable  Meafures  for  him  *7 '5& 
to  take  for  his  Majefty's  Service  in  the  Situa-'  v^"" 
tion  he  was  in  ;  and  accordingly  called  one  at 
Albany  the  25th  of  May ,  at  which  were  pre- 
sent all  the  Field  Officers  of*  his  Majefty's 
Troops,  who  were  at  fuch  Diftance  from 
Head  Quarters,  as  made  it  poffible  for  them 
to  attend,  with  the  Deputy  Quarter -ma ft  er 
General  and  the  Chiej  Engineer  :  at  this  Meet- 
ing, Mr.'Shirky  informed  the  Members,  that 
he  had  called  them  together  to  have  their 
Opinion  and  Advice  upon  feveral  Matters  re- 
lative to  his  Majejly%  Service  in  the  enfuing 
Campaign,  and  in  order  to  fet  them  in  a  pro- 
per light  for  their  Confideration  he  firft  ac- 
quainted them  with  the  Plan  of  Operations 
determined  upon  in  the  Council  of  War  held 
at  Ne w  Tork  the  12th,  and  13th  of  Decem- 
ber laft,  (at  which  none  of  them  were  pre- 
fent)  and  informed  them,  that  he  had  tranf- 
mitted  that  Plan  to  England  to  Sir  Thomas 
Robin/on  to  be  laid  before  his  Majejly. 

Mr.  Shirley  then  acquainted  the  Council 
with  the  State  and  Strength  of  the  Garrifon 
and  Works  at  O five  go  ;  which  laft  he  had 
then  the  utmoft  Reafon  to  think  were  finifh-* 
ed,  having  fent  two  Engineers  there  early  in 
the  Spring,  for  that  Purpofe  $  with  the 
State  and  Number  of  the  Troops  then  on  their 
March  for  further  ftrengthening  that  Garrifon  $ 
the  State  and  Strength  of  the  Navy  built  and 
building  on  the  Lake  j  the  State  of  the  Works 
and  Garrifons  at  the  feveral  Pofts  between 
M  Albany 
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756-  Albany  and  Ofwego  ;  the  State  of  Provifions 
"~*  and  Stores  at  thole  Pofts  and  at  Ofwego  ;  the 
State  and  Number  of  the  armed  Battoe-men 
employed  in  the  Tranfportation  of  Provilions 
and  Stores,  and  with  the  Expectations  he  had 
from  Sir  William  Johnforis  Letters  of  Affif* 
tance  from  the  Indians,  together  with  an  Ac- 
count of  the  French  Naval  Force  and  Garri- 
fons  on  Lake  Ontario,  according  to  the  heft 
Intelligence  he  had  been  able  to  obtain. 

He  then  proceeded  to  inform  them  of  the 
State  and  Strength  of  his  Majeflys  44th,  and 
48th  Regiments,  and  Independent  Companies 
of  New  York,  as  alfo  of  the  Provincial  Forces 
deftined  for  the  Expedition  againft  Crown 
Point,  with  the  Number  of  thole,  that  were 
then  affembled,  and  of  thofe  expected  foon  to 
join  them  ;  of  the  State  and  Forwardnefs  of 
the  Stores  and  Provifions  for  that  Army  -,  and  of 
the  State  and  Condition  of  Forts  Edward  and 
William  Henry,  with  the  Intelligence  he  had 
obtained  of  the  Strength  of  the  Enemy  at 
Crown  Point,  Tionderoge,  and  their  advanced 
Foft  on  Lake  George  ;  he  then  proceeded  to 
obferve,  that  the  Number  both  of  Regular 
and  Provincial  Troops  fell  fhort  of  that 
iudged  requifite  by  the  Council  of  War  at 
New  York  for  carrying  on  the  Services  defign- 
ed  on  Lake  Ontario,  and  againft  Crown  Point ; 
and  that  it  appeared  to  him  that  both  could 
not  be  carried  on  at  the  fame  time  with  a 
Probability  of  Succefs,  without  more  Troops 
from  England,  of  which  there  was  then  no 

Certainty  -« 
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Certainty  :     He  therefore  defired  their  Opi-  J75f 
nion  and  Advice  upon  the  Difpofition  of  the'      r 
44th,   and  48th  Regiments,  which  were  then 
the  only  Regular  Troops  not  employed  in  Gar- 
rifon;    and   in   their  giving  that   he  defired 
they  would  confider. 

1  ft.  What  Number  of  Troops,  they  were  of 
Opinion,  would  be  fufficient  to  put  Ofwego  in 
a  proper  State  of  Defence,  and  to  keep  open 
the  Communication  between  Albany  and  that 
Place. 

2dly.  Whether  if  the  44th,  and  48th  Re- 
giments, mould  be  employed  upon  the  Lake 
Ontario,  together  with  what  might  be  fpared 
for  that  Service  out  of  the  50th,  and  51ft  Re- 
giments and  the  New  Jerfey  Regiment,  and 
the  four  Independent  Companies  of  New  York 
with  the  four  Companies  daily  expected  from 
North  Carolina,  would  be  a  fufficient  Force 
for  attempting  the  Reduction  of  the  French 
Forts,  at  Niagara,  or  on  Lake  Ontario  j 
and  (in  particular)  whether  it  would  be  ad- 
vifeable  to  leave  the  Covering  of  the  Country 
Northward  of  the  City  of  Albany,  and  AI-* 
bany  itfelf  to  the  Provincials  railed  for  the  Ex- 
pedition againft  Crown  Point. 

3dly.  Whether  if  the  44th,  and  48th  Re- 
giments mould  be  employed  in  Conjunction 
with  the  before- mentioned  Provincial  Troops, 
to  attempt  the  Reduction  of  the  French  Forts 
at  Tionderoge  and  Crown  Poi?2t,  they  would  be 
,a  fufficient  Force  for  that  Service. 

The  Council,  after  debating  and  confider- 
M  2  ing 
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i75&-    ing  thefe  Matters,  gave  it  as  their  unanimous 
~""v— '  Opinion  : 

i  ft.  That  1300  Men  would  be  fufficient  for 
putting  Ofwego  into  a  proper  State  of  Defence  ; 
and  that  for  keeping  open  the  Communica- 
tion between  Scheneclada  and  Ofwego,  it  would 
be  necefTary  to  have  550  Men  diftributed  in 
the  feveral  Parts  between  thofe  two  Places  ; 
and  as  they  had  Reafon  to  think  from  the 
late  Defertions,  that  the  50th,  and  51ft,  and 
the  New  Jerfey  Regiment,  together  with  the 
four  New  York  Independent  Companies  an4 
the  Companies  expected  from  North  Carolina 
could  not  be  depended  upon  at  prefent  for 
producing  above  2000  Men  fit  for  Service, 
they  advifed  Mr.  Shirley  to  employ  the  whole 
of  thofe  Corps,  in  fecuring  Ofwego,  and  its 
Communication  with  Albany. 

2dly.  That  the  44th,  and  48th  Regiments, 
together  with  what  could  be  fpared  out  of 
the  before-mentioned  Regiments  and  Com- 
panies for  attempting  the  Reduction  of  the 
French  Forts  at  Niagara,  or  on  the  Lake  On- 
tario, we;e  rot  a  fufficient  Force  for  that  Ser- 
vice ;  in  giving  their  Opinion  upon  which  Point 
they  referred  themfclves  to  that  of  the  Council 
of  War  held  at  New  Tor k  on  the  1 2th  and  1 3th 
of  December  laft,  which  was  compofed  of  the 
principal  Governors  upon  the  Continent,  and 
his  Majefty's  Field  Officers  then  prefent,  who 
were  unanimoufly  of  Opinion  that  6000 
Troops  at  leaft  were  neceffary  for  that  Pur- 
pofej  and  they  were  alio  of  Opinion  that  it 

was 
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was  not  advifeable  to  leave  the  fecuring  of  the  1756. 
Country  to  the  Northward  of  the  City  of  ArDanyJv^^v-— f 
together  with  that  City,  to  the  Provincial  Troops 
raifed  for  the  Expedition  againfi  Crown  Point. 

3<ily.  That  the  44th  and  48th  Regiments, 
with  the  Provincials  appear'dto  be,  according  to 
the  Intelligence  of  the  Enemy's  Strength,  a  fuffi- 
cient  Force  to  attempt  the  Reduction  of  the 
French  Forts  at  Tionderoge  and  Crown  Point ; 
but  that  for  the  prefent  thofe  twTo  Regiments 
fhould  remain,  where  they  were  then  en- 
camp'd,  and  that  immediate  Preparations 
fhould  be  made  for  joining  them  with  the  Pro- 
vincials in  the  Reduction  of  Crown  Point ; 
that  being  the  only  way  at  prefent,  where  they 
could  be  of  ufe  in  annoying  the  Enemy. 

As  the  Sentiments  of  the  Council  fell  in 
with  Mr.  Shirley 's,  and  in  particular  their  pro- 
pofed  Difpolition  of  the  44th  and  48th  Regi- 
ments put  them  in  a  Situation  of  being  ready 
to  be  made  ufe  of  in  fuch  manner  as  Mr.  Shir- 
ley's SuccefTor  in  the  Command  mould  find 
moft  confift ent  with  the  Plan  of  Operations, 
which  might  be  committed  to  him,  he  thought 
jt  moft  advifeable  for  his  Maje/iys  Service  to 
act  accordingly,  and  gave  Orders  that  the 
44th  and  48th  Regiments  (hould  remain  in 
their  prefent  Encampments. 

As  to  the  50th  and  51ft,  and  New  jer/ey 
Regiments,  with  the  Independent  Companies 
of  New  Tork,  they  were  continued  likewife  in 
their  Ports,  as  the  Council  of  War  advifed ; 
#nd  as  the  Carolina  Companies  were  not  yet 

arrived, 
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J75^-  arrived,  150  of  the  44th  Regiment  were 
v  ported  at  the  Conajohara  Falls,  and  70  more 
at  the  Mohawks  Cafcle,  two  of  the  Polls  on 
the  Mohawks  River  :  The  Battoe-men,  who 
were  then  about  2000  in  Number,  were  (ex- 
cept 200)  constantly  employed  in  tranfporting 
Provifions  to  Ofwego,  where  by  the  firft.  of 
July  there  was  Sufficient  for  5000  Men  for 
feveral  Months ;  the  other  200  were  employ 'd 
in  getting  up  the  Provifions  and  Stores  to  Sa- 
rahtoga  ,  which  were  alfo  compleated  by  the 
firft  of  July. 

About  the  time  of  holding:  the  lad:  Council 
of  War,  Engineers  were  fent  by  Mr.  Shirley 
to  view  the  Works  at  Fort  Ed-ward  and  Fort 
William  Henry ',  by  whofe  Accounts  of  them  it 
appeared,  that  the  Plans  were  bad,  and  thofe 
not  half  executed,  that  of  Fort  Edward  efpe- 
cially ;  whereupon  Mr.  Shirley  order'd  Plans 
for  their  Amendment  to  be  laid  before  hirm. 
which  were  fettled  by  the  Engineer  in  Chief, 
and  fent  two  Engineers  to  each  of  the  Forts, 
to  put  them  into  a  State  of  Defence. 

June  7.  While  thefe  Proceedings  were  carrying  on 
Colonel  Webb  arrived  from  England  at  New 
Tork  7th  June,  and  in  a  Letter,  dated  the  Day 
after,  acquainted  Mr.  Shirley,  that  he  mould 
fet  out  out  in  a  Day  or  two  for  Albany,  and 
would  ufe  all  the  Difpatch  in  his  Power  to 
relieve  him,  incloiing  two  Letters  at  the  fame 
time  from  one  of  his  Majefly's  Principal  Se- 
cretaries of  State,  dated  the  13th  and  31ft  of 
March,  in  the  latter  of  which  Mr.  Shirley  re- 
ceived 
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ceived  his  Majefty's  Orders  to  repair  to  Eng-  i756- 
land.  '     v-~^ 

On  the  Receipt  of  this  Letter  from  Mr. 
Webb,  Mr.  Shirley  directed  the  Preparations  to 
go  on  as  he  had  before  ordered,  and  prepared 
to  give  his  Succeffbr  a  compleat  Account  in 
Writing  of  the  State  of  every  Part  of  the  Ser- 
vice under  his  Care,  that  he  might  lofe  no 
time,  after  being  relieved,  in  proceeding  to 
England  as  fcon  as  pofhble,  agreeable  to  his 
Maje ftp's  Commands ;  but  he  was  not  reliev'd 
till  Major  General  Abercrombies  Arrival. 

On  the  20th  of  June  Mr.  Shirley  received  June  2c 
Advice,  that  Major  General  Abercombie  was  ar- 
rived at  New  Torky  with  Otivays  and  the  High- 
land Regiments. 

On  the  25th  General  Abercrombie  arrived  at  June  25, 
Albany,  in  Company  with  Colonel  Webb,  and 
the  Day  following  took  upon  him  the  chief 
Command. 

Mr.  Shirley  gave  General  Abercrombie  a  very  June  27* 
particular  Account  in  Writing  of  the  State  of 
every  Part  of  his  Majefiys  Service  under  his 
Care,  with  the  Strength  of  the  Regiments, 
Garrifons,  and  Works,  and  laid  before  him 
every  Paper  he  had  in  his  PofTeffion,  which 
might  give  him  any  Light  into  his  Majefly's 
Service ;  and  as  far  as  was  confident  with  Po- 
litenefs,  gave  him  his  Sentiments  concerning 
the  molt,  advifeable  manner  of  employing  the 
Troops  in  the  enfuing  Campaign. 

In  particular,  as  Mr.  Shirley  was  of  Opi- 
nion,   upon  the  Arrival  of  Otways  and  the 

High- 
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'756-    Highland  Regiment  from  England,  that  iotiil 
"~v-*^f  the  Regular  Forces  might  be   fpared,  not 
only  to  ilrengthen  Ofwego,  but  even  to  act 
offenfiveiy     upon    Lake   Ontario ;    and   that 
if  two  Battalions  of  them  mould  be  employ'd 
there,  they  might  with  the  2000  Battoe-men, 
and  what  might  be  fpared  from  the  Garrifon 
at  Ofwego,    and  the  Troops  potted  between. 
ScheneBada  and  that  Place,  together  with  the 
Indians,   which  Sir  lVillia?n  John/on   had  en- 
gaged to  have  been  ready  to  act  at  Ofwego,  and 
the  Naval  Force  which  would  by  that  time  be 
equipped  and  fitted   out   there,  make  a  fuffi- 
cient  Force  to  attempt  the  Reduction  of  Fort 
Frontenac,  or   at  leaft  Niagara,  he   fignified 
his    Sentiments   upon   this   Point   to  General 
Aber crumble   as   plainly  as  he  could,  without 
obtruding  his  Advice  upon  him,  in  the  two 
following  Paragraphs  of  his  Letters  to  him  of 
the  27th  and  29th  of  June,  in  the  former  of 
which  he  wrote  thus :  "  It  may  not  be  im- 
ts  proper  to  obferve  here,    that  it  would  be  of 
tc  very  great  Importance  to  his  Majejiys  Ser- 
"  vice,  if  a  fuccefsful  Attempt  could  be  made 
"this  Campaign   againfl  the  French  Fort   at 
•■  Niagara,    for    this    Reafon    in    particular 
"  (among  others),  that  the  lofing  or  gaining 
"  the  Indians  to   the  Intereft   of  the  Englijh 
cc  feems  very  much  to  depend  upon  the  Acti- 
"  '  vity  and  Succefs  of  our  Operations  this  Year 
"  upon  Lake  Ontario  :"     And  in   the   latter 
he  told  him,   tc  He  mould  have  obierved,  in 
lt  his  Letter  dated  the  27th  Inflant,  that  the 

«  Opinion 
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*r  Opinion  contained  in  the  Minute  of  the 
"  Council  of 'War  held  at  Albany  the  25th  of^ 
"  May  concerning  the  Infufnciency  of  his 
"  Majeftys  Forces  in  North  America  to  carry 
"  on  Attempts  agairilt  the  French  Settlements, 
lt  both  at  Crown  Point  and  Niagara  that  Sum- 
"  mer,  was  founded  upon  the  Consideration 
'•  of  the  Number  of  his  Majefty's  Regular 
tf  Troops,  which  were  actually  there  at  the 
"  time  of  holding  that  Council,  and  coniifted 
"  only  of  the  44th,  48th,  50th,  51ft  Regi- 
"  ments,  and  four  Independent  Companies  of 
"  New  Torky  and  without  any  regard  had  to 
"  Otway's  and  the  Highland  Regiments,  which 
■-?  were  fince  arrived  •"  and  of  this  Mr.  Shirley 
made  mention  in  one  of  his  Letters  to  his 
Majeftys  Minifters. 

Captain  Bradflreet  had  fet  out  early  this 
Month  from  Scheneclada  with  the  fecond 
Lading  of  Proviiions  and  Stores  for  Opivego ; 
at  which  Time  Mr.  Shirley  gave  him  Orders, 
that  immediately  upon  the  Delivery  of  them 
there,  he  mould  make  an  Attempt  againfl  the 
French  Settlement  at  -f  La  Gallette  up  the  Ri- 
ver  Iroquois  (from  whence  their  Indian  Parties 
had  done  great  Mifchief)  with  his  Battoe-men 
and  fome  Troops  with  Artillery  from  the  Gar- 
rifon,  provided  the  Commanding  Officer  there 
fhould  be  of  Opinion,  he  could  fpare  any  for 
that  Service ;  but  as  Mr.  Shirley,  upon  his  re- 
ceiving Advice  of  Mr.  Webb's  Arrival  at  New 

•f  This  Place  is  called  by  the  Indians  /IJfwegochl. 
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!756-  York,  had  it  much  at  heart  that  Captain  Brad- 
[ireet  mould  return  to  ScheneBada  as  foon  as 
poffible  for  his  Succejfors  Orders ;  and  efpe- 
cially  to  carry  a  Reinforcement  to  the  Garrifon 
at  Ofwego,  in  cafe  he  mould  think  proper  to 
fend  any,  together  with  the  Remainder  of  the 
Cannon,  naval  Stores  and  Seamen  for  the  new 
Veflels  on  Lake  Ontario,  he  difpatch'd  an  Ex- 
prefs  after  Mr.  Bradfireet,  which  was  followed 
by  two  other  Letters  countermanding  his  for- 
mer Orders  to  him,  and  directing  him  to  re- 
turn to  ScheneBada  as  foon  as  poffible,  after 
delivering  his  Provifions  and  Stores  at  Of- 
IV  ego. 

It  is  proper  to  obferve  here,  that  it  appears 
from  the  Minutes  of  the  Council  of  War  held 
at  Albany  the  25th  of  May  laft,  and  Mr.  Shir- 
ley %  Letter  to  Major  General  Abercrombie  dat- 
ed the  27th  of  June,  that  the  Land  and  Naval 
Forces,  to  which  Mr.  Shirley  had  determined 
to  truft  the  Defence  of  Ofwego,  were  to  confift; 
of  a  Garrifon  of  1300  Troops,  550  more  to  be 
pofted  at  the  feveral  PafTes  between  Ofwego 
and  Albany  for  guarding  the  Magazines,  and 
keeping  open  a  Communication  between  thofe 
two  Places,  two  Veflels  of  10  Carriage  Guns 
each,  and  two  fmall  Schooners  (us'd  as  Row- 
Gallies)  of  10  Swivels  each,  all  built  in  the 
Year  1755  j  three  VeiTels  built  in  the  fucceed- 
ing  Spring  and  Summer  deiign'd  to  mount, 
one  of  them  18  Cannon,  one  14,  and  the  other 
6,  which  two  laft  are  in  the  Minutes  of  the 
Council  held  at  Albany  by  miftake  faid  to  carry 
2  ior 
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io,  and  8  Cannon,  250  Whale-Boats  ca-  i?5r'- 
pable  of  navigating  the  Lake  Ontario,  and  v-""v"'~ 
holding  16  Men  each,  and  2000  Battoe-rnen, 
which,  though  raifed  immediately  for  that 
Service,  yet  as  they  were  arm'd  with  Mufquets 
and  Hatchets,  and  marfhall'd  in  Companies  of 
50  Men  each  commanded  by  two  Officers, 
could  be  ferviceable  likewife  for  manning  the 
Whale-Boats  or  doing  Duty  at  Land,  as  his 
Majefty's  Service  might  require ;  and  that  be-* 
(ides'this  Force  Mr.  Shirley  depended  upon  a 
large  Body  of  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations 
which  Sir  William  Johnfon  was  to  have  aflem- 
bled  at  Ofwego  this  Summer,  to  be  ready 
for  fuch  Service  as  they  mould  be  ordered 
upon. 

As  to  the  Expedition  again!!:  Crown  Point, 
it  appears  by  the  fame  Minutes  of  Council,  that 
before  the  Arrival  of  Otways  and  the  Highland 
Regiments,  and  the  gaining  Intelligence  of  the 
Deiign  of  the  French  to  attack  Ofwego  that 
Summer,  Mr.  Shirley  had  determined  to  have 
profecuted  it  that  Year  (in  cafe  any  Accident 
ihould  have  prevented  the  timely  Arrival  of 
the  Earl  of  Loudoun  or  the  other  General  Offi- 
cers fent  by  his  Majefly  to  take  upon  them  the 
Chief  Command  in  North  America  until  his 
Lordfiifs  Arrival)  with  the  Provincial  Troops 
computed  to  confift  of  7000  Men,  Officers 
included,  one  Company  of  Rangers,  100  In- 
dians expected  from  Sir  William  fohnjhn,  and 
his  Majefty's  44th  and  48th  Regiments,  and 
the  beforementioned  Company  of  Stockbridge 
N  2  Indiam 
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Indians  confiding  of  45  Men  commanded  by 
India?i  Officers. 

That  the  beforementioned  Forces  would 
have  been  fufficient  for  the  Services,  to  which 
they  were  refpectively  deftined>  and  mort  pro- 
bably have  effected  them  if  they  hadnot  been 
prevented  by  Meafures  taken  fince  the  Expira- 
tion of  Mr.  Shirley's  Command,  will  appear 
from  the  following  Obfervations. 

The  old  Fort  at  Ofwego  was  furrounded  with 
a  ftrong  Bread- work  of  Earth,  having  a  Ditch 
thrown  up  on  the  outride  and  mounted  with 
about  20  Cannon ;  and  Fort  Ontario,tho'  nothing 
had  been  done  to  Strengthen  it  fince  Mr.  Shir- 
leys  Departure  from  Ofwego  (except  furround- 
ing  it  with  a  Ditch  not  quite  finifh'd)  was,  as 
hath  been  before  obferv'd,  picketed  with  Logs 
from  3  to  4  Foot  thick,  capable,  according 
to  the  general  Opinion,  of  refilling  a  3  lb.  or 
4lb.  Shot,  and  mounted  with  eight  Pieces  of 
Cannon,  and  fome  Cohorns,  and  upon  the 
whole  was  defensible  againft  an  Attack  of  al- 
mofl  any  Number  of  Men  with  fmall  Arms, 
that  could  be  fuppofed  to  be  brought  againfl 
it. 

The  Naval  Force  defigned  for  the  Protec- 
tion of  Ofwego  was,  according  to  all  Accounts, 
fas  will  herein  after  more  fully  appear)  much 
fuperior  to  that  which  the  French  were  prepar- 
ing for  Lake  Ontario,  and  confequently  fuffi- 
cient to  have  kept  the  Command  of  the  Lake, 
and  prevented  the  French  from  landing  any 
large  Number  of  Men,    with    Artillery  and 
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Stores  near    the  Forts,  particularly  Artillery,  1756. 
without    which     Ofwego     was    not     to    bev""~v-",J 
taken. 

As  to  the  Garrifon,  which  was  to  confift  of 
,1300  Troops,  it  might  have  been  reinforced 
with  fuch  a  Number  of  the  Battoe-men,  as  any 
Emergency  of  the  Service  could,  according 
to  the  beft  Accounts,  we  have  had  of  the  Ene- 
my's Strength  in  that  Quarter,  either  before  or 
fince  the  Lofs  of  the  Place,  be  reafonably  fup- 
pofed  to  have  required  ;  and  if  in  addition  to 
this  Force,  a  confiderable  Body  of  the  Indians 
of  the  Six  Nations  had  been  aftembled  at  Of- 
wego, ready  to  atf:  againft  the  French  in  the 
Defence  of  their  own  Country,  as  Mr.  Shirley 
had  the  utmoft  Reafon  to  expect,  it  is  not  cre- 
dible that  the  French  would  have  made  any 
Attempt  againft  Ofwego  that  Year. 

As  to  the  Sufficiency  of  the  Forces  deftin'd 
for  the  Expedition  againft  Crown  Point ;  that 
feems  to  be  put  out  of  queftion  by  the  unani- 
mous Opinion  of  the  before-mentioned  Coun- 
cil at  Albany  upon  that  Point ;  and  the  De- 
fign's  being  continu'd  of  profecuting  it  with 
an  equal,  if  not  an  inferior  Force,  after  Mr. 
Shirley  was  relieved  from  the  Command  ;  and 
by  the  Orders  given  for  marching  the  Provin- 
cial Troops  from  Fort  William  Henry  upon 
that  Service  j  not  being  countermanded  'till 
News  was  received  of  the  Lofs  of  Ofwego, 

With  regard  to  the  State,  which  Ofwego  was 
in,  and  the  Prcgrefs  made  in  the  Expedition 

againft 
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T756-    again  ft  Crown  "Point  by  the  26th  of  June,  the 
~~yrmm^Dsiy  on  which  Mr.  Shirley  $  Command  expired, 
they  were  as  follows : 

Tnere  were  in  the  Garrifon  at  Ofwego  and 
pofted  at  the  feveral  Paries  between  Schene&ada 
and  that  Place,  his  Majefly's  50th  and  51ft 
Regiments,  and  two  of  the  Independent  Com- 
panies of  New  Tork  with  the  New  Jerfey  Regi- 
ment, and  four  Provincial  Companies  of  North'. 
Carolina,  confirming  in  the  whole  of  upwards^ 
of  2000  Rank  and  File ;  which  exceeds  the: 
Number  determined  in  the  Council  of  Wan 
at  Albany,  to  be  fufficient  for  the  Garrifon  andi 
PafTes  by  150,  befides  Sailors,  Ship  Carpen- 
ters and  Workmen  :  the  old  Fort  was  defended  1 
with  the  Works  and  Cannon  beforementioned, , 
as  was  likewife  Fort  Ontario  :  and  by  the  flrflt 
of  July,  there  were,  according  to  the  beft  Ac- 
counts given  of  the  Provilions  in  the  Maga- 
zines at  thofe  Places,  a  fufficient  Quantity  there: 
for  5000  Men,  for  upwards  of  four  Months  I 
about  two  thirds  at  leafl  of  which  were  att 
Ofwego, 

The  two  VefTels  built  in   1755,  and  one  of  I 
the  Row-Gallies  (the  other  having  been  taken  1 
by  the  French  fome  time  in  'June  1756,    uponi 
Lakt  Ontario)  were  compleatly  equipp'd  for  the 
Lake  5  two  of  the  three  new  VefTels  built  in  the 
fame  Year  were  launched  the  third  of  July,  as 
was  the  other  on  or  about  the  12th  j  all  the 
naval  (lores  were  arrived  at  Ofwego  by  the   2d 
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of  July,  except  24  of  the  *  Cannon,  and  fome  1756. 
running  Rigging,  which  had  -f-  waited  at  Cona-  *~* 
johara  Falls  and  the  Or.eida  Carrying-place  ever 
fince  the  24th  of  June  for  Captain  Bradflreet 
upon  his  third  PafTage  from  SrbenecJadj  to  Of- 
wegoi  without  whofe  Convoy  they  would  have 
been  expofed  to  the  greateft  Rifque,  or  rather 
Certainty  of  being  taken  by  the  Enemy  before 
they  had  been  landed  at  the  laft  mentioned 
Place  j  the  250  Whale-Boats  defigned  for 
Lake  Ontario  were  built,  and  the  2000  Batoe- 
men  raifed  by  the  ift  of  April,  and  about 
200  of  the  Boats  arrived  at  Ofwego  by  the 
Middle  of  May,  where  they  lay  ready  for  Ser- 
vice on  the  Lake. 

And  as  to  the  Preparations  made  for  carrying 
the  Attempt  againfl  Crown  Point  into  Execu- 
tion, they  were  fo  far  advanc'd,  when  Mr.  Shir- 
ley delivered  up  the  Command,  that  the  Troops 
both  Britijh  and  Provincials  deftin'd  for  that 
Service,  with  their  Provifions,  Artillery  and 
Stores,  and  the  VefTels  and  Battoes  neceffary 
for  their  Tranfportation  to  the  advanced  Foh 

*  Mr.  Shirley,  having  acquainted  the  Lords  of  the  Ad- 
miralty with  the  building  of  the  new  Veflels,  and  that 
Cannon  would  be  wanted  from  England  for  them,  their 
Lordfhips  accordingly  fent  Cannon  in  his  Majefty's  Ship- 
Sterling  Cajlle;  but  that  not  arriving  ?tili  the  latter  End  of 
Auguft,  Mr.  Shirley,  after  waiting  as  long  as  he  fafely  could, 
in  expectation  of  the  Cannon  from  England,  purchas'd  them 
at  Nezu  Tori:,  in  time  for  them  to  have  been  tranfported  to 
Ofivego  before  they  were  wanted  there. 

t  Vide  Declaration  of  James  Crawford  and  Edward 
Brojiki,  No.  2.  in  Appendix.. 
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of  the  French  upon  Lake  George,  which  is 
about  five  Miles  on  this  Side  of  Tionderoge, 
and  30  beyond  Fort  William  Henry,  were  in 
fuch  Readinefs,  that  the  Provincial  Troops, 
which  on  the  26th  of  June  amounted  to  6775* 
inclulive  of  all  Officers,  thofe  of  the  Field  and 
Staff  excepted,  and  in  July  were  increafed  to 
6905,  might,  as  Major  General  Winjlow,  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  Provincials,  informed 
Mr.  Shirley,  have  begun  their  March  for  that 
Place  by  the  End  of  the  firft  Week  in  July  ; 
and  before  the  25th  of  June,  Provifions  for 
2500  Men  for  four  Months  were  fent  to  Sarah- 
toga,  which  is  within  feven  Miles  of  Fort  Ed- 
ward, and  there  depofited  for  the  Ufe  of  his 
Majefty's  Regular  Troops,  who  alfo  might,  ac- 
cording to  all  appearance,  have  been  ready  to 
have  marched  by  the  7th  of  July. 

Concerning  this  Expedition  it  is  proper  here 
to  obferve,  that  on  the  30th  of  June,  a  Confe- 
rence was  held  at  Mr.  Shirley's  Apartments  at 
Albany,  at  the  Defire  of  Major  General  Aber- 
crombie,  between  himfelf,  Mr.  Shirley,  Colo- 
nel Webb,  Major  General  Winjlow,  and  Colo- 
nel Gridley,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Provincials : 
At  this  Meeting  General  Abercrombie  propofed 
to  Mr.  Winjlow,  that  upon  the  Provincials 
leaving  Fort  Edward,  and  Fort  William  Henry, 
and  marching  to  Tionderoge,  the  Regular  Troops 
fhould  move  up  to  thofe  Forts,  and  be  ready 
there  to  fupport  or  afTifr.  them,  in  cafe  they 
mould  want  it,  and  afk'd  him  and  Colonel 
Gridley  how  a  Junction  of  the  Regular  Troops 

with 
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with  the  Provincials,  would  in  fuch   cafe  be  I75^« 
lik'd   by  the    latter :    upon     this  both   thofe  -,~*~*- 
Officers    afTured  General    Abercrombie   in   the 
flrongeft  Terms,  that  a   Junction  would,    in 
fuch  cafe  be  perfectly  acceptable  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Troops  ;  and  that  they  could  be  anfwer- 
able   in  this  refpecl  for  every  Officer  among 
them. 

This  Mr.  IVinfiow  in  his  Letters  to  the  New 
England  Governments  giving  an  Account  of 
the  Meeting  and  Conference  at  it,  calls  the 
Settlement  of  the  Plan  [meaning  the  Plan  for 
an  Attempt  againft  Crown  Point]  and  mentions 
it  as  extremely  acceptable  to  the  Provincials ; 
and  in  his  Letter  to  Mr.  Shirley  dated  the  2d  of 
Augujl  he  writes  thus :  "  Your  Excellency 
<c  may  remember,  that  the  Day  you  left  Al- 
"  bany  when  there  was  a  Convention  of  Of- 
u  fleers,  and  I  had  the  Honour  to  be  prefent, 
<£  the  Plan  was  fettled,  that  the  whole  of  the 
"  Provincials  were  to  proceed  forward,  and  to 
"  endeavour  the  Removal  of  the  Incroach- 
M  ments  made  by  the  French  on  his  Majefty's 
"  Territories,  and  that  the  Regulars  mould  pof- 
"  fefs  the  Potts,  that  we  then  occupy'd,  and 
*'  have  a  Force  at  Fort  *  William  Henry  to  ailift, 
"  or  fuftain  us,  as  Occafton  mould  require} 
"  which  was  then  agreeable  to  us  all  con- 
"  cern'd  ;  and  in  this  Situation  we  remain'd 
"  till  the  14th  of  'July,  when  we  made  our 
"  grand  March  from  \  Half  Mcon. 

*  Vide  Extraft  of  Capt.  Bradjlreefs  Letter  to  Mr.  Shirley, 
No.  3.  in  Appendix.        %  V^e  the  fame  Extraft*. 
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i756-        The  whole  of  Otways  and  the  Highland 
KTm^rmmJ  Regiments  landed  at  Albany ;  and  Mr.  Shirley 
'  embarked  that  Evening  for  New  York,  where 
he  arrived  the  4th  of  July ;  and  upon  Major 
General    Abercrombie's    and   Colonel    Webb's 
prefling  him  to  wait  there  till  the  Earl  of  Lou- 
doun's Arrival,  being  perfuaded,  as  they  told 
him,  that  his  having  an   Interview  and  per- 
fonal  Conference   with  him  would  be  a  great 
Satisfaction  to  his  Lordjloip,  and  might  pro- 
mote his  Majefly's  Service,   he  determined  to 
flay  at  New  York  for  that  Purpofe. 
July  3.        Captain  Bradftreet  having  delivered  the  fe- 
cond  Lading   of  Provifions  at  Ofwego  fet  out 
with  the  Battoes  upon  his  Return  to  Schenec- 
tada,   in  order  to  tranfport  the  Remainder  of 
the  Artillery  and  Stores  of  all  Kinds,  with  fuch 
Troops  as  it  mould  be  thought  proper  to  em- 
bark for  Ofwego,  as  alfo  what  Seamen  mould 
be  ready  for  him  ;    and   what  Provifions   he 
could  take  in  befides :     On  the  fame  Day  his 
firft  Divifion  of  Battoes  was  fired  upon  in  the 
River  Onondago'by  a  large  Body  of  French  and 
Indians,  which  had  been  waiting  fome  time 
with  a  Defign  to  furprize  and   cut  them  off 
their    PafTage    to    OJwego,    and    killed   about 
thirty  of  his   Battoe-men  ;    upon  this  Occa- 
fion  Mr.  Bradftreet,  who  was  a  little  behind 
this  Divifion,  was  obliged  to  betake  himfelf 
with  a  handful  of  Men  to  a  fmall  Bland  in  the 
River  oppoiite  to  the  Enemy,  a  considerable 
Number  of  whom  he   repulfed,  with  much 
Bravery  and  good  Conduct,  in  three  Attempts 
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to  land  on  the  Ifland ;  and  afterwards  with  17 
about  250  of  his  Men,  attacked  a  Body  of'  ' 
about  500  of  them  in  a  Swamp,  from  whence 
he  drove  them  into  the  River  with  a  con- 
fiderable  Slaughter  ;  and  the  Aclion  ended 
in  a  complete  Rout  of  them  with  the  Lofs 
of  great  Part  of  their  Provifions,  Firelocks, 
fcalping  Knives,  Hatchets,  Blankets,  &c. 

Mr.  Bradftreet  arrived  at  ScheneBada^  hav-jujy 
ing  gained  Intelligence  from  his  Prifoners,  that 
the  French  were  forming  a  large  Encampment 
at  about  32  Miles  Diftance  from  Ofivego,  and 
defigned  foon  to  attack  it ;  and  upon  his  Ar- 
rival at  Albany  Major  General  Abercrombie 
had  an  *  Account  given  him  of  it,  where- 
upon he  gave  Orders  for  Colonel  Webb  ^now 
Major  General  Webb)  and  the  44th  Regi- 
ment to  hold  themfelves  in  Readinefs  to  march 
to  Ofwego  -,  but  their  Embarkation  was  re- 
tarded^ and  the  Battoes  detained  at  SchencStada, 
until  the  12th  of '  Augiift  ;  which  was  till  with- 
in two  Days  of  the  Enemy's  coming  before 
Ofwego,  by  which  means  it  was  deprived,  at 
the  Time  of  its  being  attacked,  of  the 
Benefit  of  near  one  half  of  its  naval  Force, 
for  want  of  Cannon  and  Seamen,  the  Ser- 
vice of  the  Whale-Boats  and  Companies  of 
Battoe-men,  which  would,  in  all  Proba- 
bility, (as  will  herein  after  more  fully  ap- 
pear) have  faved  it  from  being  loft  5  efpecially 

*  Vide  Appendix,  No.  4. 
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'756*  if  the  Garrifon  there  had  been  reinforced  with 
*-'~w~1  J  the  44th  Regiment;  the  whole  of  which  De- 
fence (allowing  the  Battoes  a  PafTage  of  12 
Days)  it  might  have  had  17  Days  at  leaft  be- 
fore the  Arrival  of  the  French  there,  if  that 
had  not  been  prevented  by  the  Detention  of 
the  Battoes  30  Days  at  Schcneclada, 
Aug.  9*  '  Mr.  Shirley  arrived  at  Bo/ion,  and  in  a  few 
Days  after  fent  the  Earl  of  Loudoun  two  Com- 
panies of  Rangers  confiding  of  60  Men  each, 
raifed  chiefly  out  of  the  New  England  Troops, 
returned  from  Nova  Scctia  ;  and  finding  that 
the  Maffachujets  Government  had  in  his  Ab- 
sence failed  to  raife  their  full  Quota  of  Men 
for  the  Expedition  againft  Crown  Point,  being 
3500,  and  that  there  was  a  Deficiency  of 
600,  upon  his  firfl  meeting  the  jfljfembly  re~ 
prefented  to  them  the  ill  Confequences  of  fuch 
Neglect,  and  let  them  know  that  he  fhould 
JrTue  new  Imprefs  Warrants  for  compleatmg 
their  Troops ;  which  they  mofl  readily  acqui- 
efced  in,  and  returned  him  their  public  Thanks 
for ;  and  Mr.  Shirley  ifTued  his  Warrants  ac- 
cordingly, with  Orders  for  marching  the  Men, 
as  fail  as  raifed,  to  Albany,  there  to  follow  the 
Earl  of  Loudoun  s  Orders  :  And,  during  his 
Stay  at  Bojion,  did  every  thing  in  his  Power 
to  promote  his  Majeftys  Service  under  his 
Lordfiifs  Command. 

Another  unfortunate  Circumflance  was,  that 
a  very   confiderable  Part  of  the   Battoe-men, 
whole  Serviceablenefs  not  only  by  Water,  but 
in  an  Action  by  Land,  had  been  fo  lately  ex- 
perienced , 
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perienced,  was  -f-  difiharged  foon  after  their 
Return  to  Scheneclada.  y 

The  Accounts,  which  have  been  given  of 
the  Detention  of  the  Battoes  at  SchenecJada, 
ftand  thus. 

General  Abercrombie,  after  his  Arrival  at 
Albany,  and  before  the  Earl  of  Loudoun 's  at 
New  Tork,  fent  written  Orders  to  Mr.  LU 
roingfton,  one  of  the  Perfons  employed  by 
Mr.  Shirley,  to  furnifh  Provifions  for  the 
Troops,  forbidding  him  to  make  any  further 
Supplies. 

Captain  Bradflreet,  in  his  Letter  to  Mr. 
Shirley  dated  Albany  July  1 6th  1756,  ac- 
quainted him,  that  he  was  to  return  to  Ofwego 
with  Provijions  and  Stores,  together  with  Colonel 
Webb  and  the  ^\th  Regiment ;  and  in  another 
Letter,  dated  Albany  July  24th,  fays,  "  I  mould 
<c  have  fet  out  fome  Days  ago  for  Ofwego  with 
f  the  44th  Regiment,  and  Colonel  Webb,  but/z<? 
&  Care  being  taken  to  fend  Provifions  for  them 
fC  to  ScheneBada,  they  cannot  move  until  a 
"  large  Quantity  is  fent  there,  which  I  fear 

"  will  take  fome  time  : Notwithftanding 

et  every  thing's  being  fo  forward  at  Ofwego  for 
tc  proceeding  upon  Action,  by  all  Appearances 
li  nothing  will  be  done  that  way,  without  the 
"  French  make  it  a  Vifit,  which,  by  my  In- 
"  telligence,  is  more  than  probable,  if  proper 
"  Care  be  not  taken!1 

Mr.  Murray's  Account  of  this  Matter  is 
contained  in  his  Declaration  upon  Oath  dated 

f  Mr,  AbercrombU\\iA  then  the  chief  Command. 

September 
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i756-    September  4th  1756,  which  is  here  inferted 

w~v~m~^  verbatim,  viz. 

"  I  John  Murray,  of  Rutland,  in  the  Pro- 
■*  vince  of  the  Majfachufets  Bay  in  New  Eng- 
"  land,  Efq;  declare,  that  I  was  at  Albany  in 
"  the  Province  of  New  Tork,  from  the  ill 
"  to  the  10th  Day  of  Auguft  laft,  during 
"  which  Time  I  was  converfant  with  the  Of- 
"  fleers  and  other  Perfons  belonging  to  the 
"  Forces  under  the  Command  of  my  Lord 
"  Loudoun,  and  that  then  it  was  the  public 
"  and  common  Talk  that  the  Reafons  of  Co- 
"  lonel  Webb's  Delay  to  fet  out  with  the  44th 
"  Regiment  under  his  Command  for  Ofwego 
"  to  reinforce  the  Army  there  was,  that  as 
"  Mr.  Kilby  and  others  had  contracted  to  vic- 
<e  tual  all  his  Majefty's  Forces  in  North  Ante- 
<e  rica,  he  would  not  receive  any  of  the  Pro- 
"  virions,  that  were  provided  for  the  faid  Army 
"  by  MefTrs.  Living/ion  and  Morris,  who  were 
"  the  late  Contractors,  and  as  I  the  Decla- 
**  rant  underftood,  had  a  large  Quantity  of 
"  Provifions  then  at  Albany  ready  to  be  deli- 
c<  vered  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Troops :  And  I  the 
"  Declarant  further  fay,  that  there  was  a  ge- 
"  ral  Uneafinefs  during  the  Time  of  this  Dif- 
*c  pute  concerning  the  receiving  of  MefTrs. 
"  Living/ions  and  Morris  s  Provifions,  leafl 
cc  they  mould  fuffer  at  Ofwego  by  this  Delay; 
tc  and  I  alfo  declare,  that  Colonel  Webb  march- 
<c  ed  from  Albany  about  the  8th  or  9th  of  Au- 
lt  gufi,  when,  as  I  underftood,  Lord  Loudoun 
"  had  agreed  to  receive  all  the  Provifions,  which 

«c  were 


f  I03  1 
"  were  provided  by  faid  Living/ion  and  Mor-    1756. 
P  m,  and  that  out  of  the  fame  the  faid  Regi-<— "v— 
"  ment  that  was  to  proceed  to  Ofwego,  was, 
"  as  I  underftood,  actually  fupplied,  and  fur- 
"  ther  fay  not. 

Sept.  4th,   1756.  John  Murray." 

And  Mr.  Leake,  Commiffary  General  of 
Stores  and  Provifions  for  his  Majefty's  Forces 
in  North  America,  in  his  Letter  to  the  Earl 
of  Loudoun,  dated  Albany  2d  Otlober,  1756, 
and  which  was  tranfmitted  by  his  Lordihip 
to  England,  fays  thus,  "  When  it  was  thought 
B  neceffary  to  fend  the  44th  Regiment,  and 
I  others  towards  Ofwego,  there  were  Orders 
I  to  fend  to  ScheneBada  400  Tierces  of 
"  Bread,  and  300  Barrels  of  Pork,  I  ac- 
'  quainted  Major  General  Abercrombie,  that 
"  there  were  not  in  Store  of  the  Provifions 
I  contraBed  for  by  General  Shirley,  above 
f  20  Cafks  of  Bread  ;  and  for  the  Pork, 
J  there  was  not  near  that  Quantity  ;  and 
"  that  there  was  of  it,  being  dry  faked,  and 
I  mod  of  the  Barrels  left  were  none  of  the 
I  ftrongeft,  being  defgned  to  be  ferved  out 
;c  there ;  upon  which  he  was  pleafed  to  give 
g  me  an  Order  on  Mr.  George  Saul,  Agent  to 
"  the  *  Contractors,  for  the  above  Quantity  of 
"  Bread  and  Pork,  which  was  accordingly 
u  fent  to  Scheneclada  with  all  pojjible  Dif- 
"  patch." 

Upon   the    foregoing   Accounts   given    by 
*  The  prefent  Contractors, 

Captain 
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Captain  Brad/lreet,   Mr.  Murray,    and  Com- 
*  mijjary  Leake,    it  may  be  remarked  : 

That  they  all  confpire  to  mew  that  the 
Battoes  were  detained  by  reafon  of  fome  Diffi- 
culty relating  to  the  Provifions,  whieh  were 
to  be  furni  fried  upon  this  Oceafion. 

That  Commiffary  Leake 's  Account,  though 
it  feems  from  the  Date  and  Tenour  of  it  to 
have  been  given  by  way  of  Anfwer  to  thaty 
which  is  contained  in  Murray's  Declaration, 
does  not  impugn  it ;  for  though  it  is  faid  in 
his  Letter  that  there  "  was  not  in  Store  of  the 
<c  Provifions  contrasted  for  by  General  Shirley 
ct  above  20  Cafks  of  Bread,  and  not  near  that 
"  Quantity  of  Pork,"  yet  MelTrs.  Living/ion 
and  Morris  might  have  then  had  at  Albany  3. 
Quantity  of  Provifions,  though  not  contradted 
for  by  Mr.  Shirley,  ready  for  an  immediate 
Supply  upon  that  Emergency ;  and  though 
it  is  faid  in  Mr.  Leake's  Letter,  "  that  General 
<c  Abercrombie  gave  him  an  Order  upon  Mr. 
"  Said,  Agent  to  the  Contractors,  for  the  be- 
"  fore-mentioned  400  Cafks  of  Bread,  and 
■f  300  Cafks  of  Pork,  and  that  they  were 
"  accordingly  fent  to  ScheneSlada  with  all 
"  poffible  Difpatch  j"  yet  it  does  not  appear 
when  thofe  Provifions  arrived  at  ScheneSlada  \ 
whether  in  time  to  fupply  the  Troops  and 
Battoe-men  for  their  Paffage  to  Ofwego ;  or 
whether  they  were  not  at  laft  fupplied  out 
of  Meflrs.  Living/ions  and  Morris's  Provifions j 
as  is  expreffed  in  .Murray's   Declaration  j — 

Likewife 


Likewife  that  what    is    faid    in   Mr.  Leake  &    I7"' - 
Letter  concerning  the  Condition  of  the  r'O;?:. 
and  fome  of  the  Cafks  then  m  Score  of  the 
Provifions,  which  had  been  ctftftfB&ed  for  \ 
General   Shirley;   viz.   <J    that  the  fork  w 
"  dry  falted,  and  the  Cafks  none  of  the  be# 
was  no   reafon  for  its  not  being  made  uu 
upon  fuch  an  Emergency,    as  the  Pork   an:. 
Bread  then  Wanted  was  for  prefent  fpending  : 
.Alfo  that  it  does  not  appear  by  Commiffary 
Leake's  Letter,    that  there  was  not  then  any 
Flour  in  Store  at  Albany;  which  might  have 
ferved  the  Troops,  Battoe-men,  &c.  in  lieu  of 
Bread. 

That  it  appears  by  Commijfary  Leake 's  week- 
ly *  Return  of  Provifions  in  Store  at  Albany 
made  to  Mr.  Shirley  June  19,  1756,  (which 
was  the  laft  Return  made  to  him  during  his 
Command,  and  but  fix  Days  before  Major 
General  Abercrombie  took  the  chief  Command 
upon  him)  that  there  was  then  in  Store  there, 
among  other  Species  of  Provifions,  97  Tierces 
of  Bread,  376  Barrels  of  Flour,  and  719J 
Barrels  of  Pork  3  and  after  the  Expiration  of 
Mr.  Shirley's  Command,  it  is  needlefs  to  fay, 
it  was  no  longer  incumbent  upon  him  to  take 
care  that  the  Stores  of  Provifions  at  Albany 
were  duly  fupplied. 

That  the  effential  Articles  wanted  upon  this 
Emergency  at  Ofwego  were  the  Cannon,  Sea- 
men, Battoe-men,  and  44th Regiment,  which 

*  Vide  Appendix,  No.  7. 

P  were 
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r<?c6.  were  a^  ^«  waiting  for  Tranfportation  j  for 
— v-— j  as  to  Provifions,  there  was  at  that  time  in  the 
Magazine  of  Ofwego  a  fufficient  Quantity 
to  fubfifl  5000  Men  for  feveral  Months; 
befides  a  confiderable  Quantity  at  the  Paries 
between  Schenetfada  and  Ofwego  deftined  for 
the  latter  of  thofe  Places ;  fo  that  all  the  Pro- 
vifions wanted  at  that  time  was  the  neceffary 
Quantity  for  fupplying  the  Regiment  and  Bat- 
toe-men  in  their  PafTage,  the  Number  of  both 
which  was,  according  to  the  Account  given  of 
that  Matter,  now  reduced  to  about  2000  Men 
by  the  Difmiflion  of  Part  of  the  Battce-men. 
And  it  may  be  further  remarked  that  the 
400  Tierces  of  Bread  and  300  Barrels  of  Pork, 
which  Qomwiffary  Leake  fays  in  his  Letter 
"  there  was  Orders  to  fend  to  Schejjeclada, 
l<  when  it  was  thought  neceifary  to  fend  the 
"  44th  Regiment  and  others  towards  Ofwego-" 
and  for  which  it  therein  appears  that  the 
Troops,  Battoe~men,  &c.  were  detained  30 
Days  at  Schene&adajNtxz  at  lead  four  times  the 
Quantity  of  thole  Species  of  Provifions,  that 
was  wanted  for  their  whole  PafTage  from  thence 
to  Ofwego  j  allowing  them  12  Days  for  it; 
which  was  a  time  full  fufficient,  as  they 
ought,  upon  that  prefling  Occafion,  to  have 
made  forced  Marches. 

To  conclude  this  Point,  when  it  is  confider- 
ed.  ift,  What  the  State  of  Provifions  at  Albany 
was  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Shirley 's  delivering  up 
the  Command,  according  to  the  laft  Account 
given  him  by  Mr.  Leake  the  proper  Officer. 

2dly, 
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2dly,That  Mr.  Abercrombie,  when  in  the  Chief  17s6- 
Command,  forbid  the  Perfons  employed  by'  """■ 
Mr.  Shirley^  when  proceeding  in  the  Courfe 
of  their  Supplies,  to  provide  for  any  more. 
3<ily,  That  when  Intelligence  came  of  the 
Danger,  Ofivego  was  in,  ali  theProvifions  wanted 
on  that  Emergency  was  only  what  would 
be  fufficient  to  fubfift  the  Troops  and  Battoe- 
men  in  their  March  up  to  it.  4thly,  That  the 
Provifions,  which  were  then  in  Store  at  Albany \ 
taking  the  lowed  Account  of  that  matter,  might 
with  eafe  in  that  plentiful  Country,  in  a  very 
fhort  time,  have  been  increafed  to  the  full  Quan- 
tity neceffary  on  that  great  Occafion,  by  any 
Perfons  engaged  in  that  Service.  5thly,  Thatthe 
Troops  and  Battoe-men  were  continued  wait- 
ing at  Schenc5lada  for  Provifions  fo  long,  that 
they  muff,  certainly  have  there  fpent  above  dou- 
ble the  Quantity,  which  was  neceffary  to  carry 
them  to  O/wego  ;  and  6thly,  That  the  Provi- 
fions at  laif  ordered,  and  which  the  Troops  and 
Battoe-men  waited  for,  were  four  times  as  much 
as  were  neceffary  to  fubfift  them  in  their  whole 
PalTage  thither.  When  thefe  thing?  are  con- 
fidered,  it  will  manifeftly  appear  that  the  De- 
tention of  the  44th  Regiment,  and  Eattoe-men 
with  the  Seamen,  Cannon,  and  Stores  deftimd 
for  Ofwego,  upon  which  the  Lofs  of  it  enfued, 
cannot  juflly  be  charged  upon  Mr.  Shirley. 

The  Earl  of  London  arrived   at  New  Ybrkyj^y  2^ 

where  on  the  lame  Day  Mr.  Shirley  gave  his 

Lordfhip  Accounts  of  the  State  of  his  Majefry's 

Service  at  the  time  of  his  being  relieved  in  the 

P  2  Command, 
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Command,  in  the  fame  Manner,  that  he  had 
done  to  General  Abercrombie. 

His  Lordfhip  embarked  for  Albany •,  and  ar- 
rived there  the  29th  of  the  fame  Month. 
Aug-  9-  Major  General  Webb  left  Albany  in  order  to 
proceed  to  Ofwego  j  but  the  Troops  (as  hath 
been  before  obferved)  did  not  embark  till  the 
1 2th. 

At  this  time  the  State  of  the  Englifi  Naval 
Force  on  Lake  Ontario  flood  thus ;  the  On- 
tario mounting  6  four  Pounders,  2  Ho- 
witzers and  12  Swivels,  afmall  Schooner  Row 
Galley  mounting  10  Swivels  (both  built  in 
1755);  a  new  Brigantine  mounting  14  Can- 
non, 4  and  6  Pounders,  and  12  Swivels,  and  a 
new  Sloop  mounting  6  Cannons  4  and  6 
Pounders,  and  12  Swivels  (built  in  1756)  all 
well  found,  provided  with  Neceffaries,  and 
manned  with  90  able  Seamen,  and  130  Sol- 
diers diftributed  in  the  three  largeft,  were 
compleatly  equipped  and  fitted  out  for  the 
Lake  j  the  Sloop  Ofwego  (one  of  the  VefTels 
built  in  1755)  which  mounted  8  Carriage 
Guns  and  12  Swivels,  was  laid  up  for  want  of 
Cannon  and  Seamen,  thofe  belonging  to  it 
being  taken  out  for  the  Ufe  of  the  new  Bri- 
gantine ;  the  new  *   Snow  (built  in    1756) 

*  The  Bar  of  Ofwego  has  generally  from  7  \  Feet  to  8 
Feet  Water  over  it,  and  this  Veflel  was  22  Feet  broad  and 
80  Feet  long  upon  Deck,  and  when  loaded  drew  but  7  \ 
Feet  of  Water ;  Captain  Shirley^  then  Commander  of  the 
Mermaid^  the  Station-Stiip  at  Bojlon,  took  great  Pains  in 
drawing  a  Plan  fit  for  this  Purpofe ;  and  though  her 
Draught  of  Water  was  fo  fmall,  yet  me  was  thoroughly 
able  to  carry  18  fix  Pounder?,  befides  Swivels. 
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launched  on  the  I2fh  of  July,  and  compleatly 
finished  as  one  of  his  Majefty's  Sloops  of  War, 
and  pierced  for  18  Guns  6  Pounders,  could 
not  go  upon  the  Lake  for  want  of  her  Can- 
non, Shot,  and  Seamen,  which  (as  hath  been 
before  obferved)  was  waiting  at  the  Great 
Oneida  Carrying-place  for  Captain  Brad/lreet  on 
his  next  PafTage  to  Ofwego. 

The  French  Naval  Force  at 'that  time  (ac- 
cording to  the  Accounts  given  of  it  by  the 
Englijb  Carpenters  and  Seamen,  who  were 
carried  Prifoners  to  Cadaraqui  in  their  VefTels 
after  the  taking  of  Ofwego)  conflfted  of  a 
Schooner  of  16  Guns,  4  and  6  Pounders,  no 
Swivels,  the  great  Guns  being  old,  Honey- 
comb'd  Cannon,  with  large  Touch-holes, 
which  they  were  obliged  to  load  without 
Board,  and  having  very  bad  Tackling  :  a  Vef- 
fel  of  12  Guns  in  the  fame  Condition,  and  in 
as  bad  Order  j  two  fmall  ones  of  6  Cannon, 
of  the  Bignefs  of  Swivels  in  Carriages,  and  as 
badly  found  as  the  large  ones  ;  no  fpare  Ropes 
on  Board  any  of  them  ;  their  Seamen  Ordi- 
nary, and  not  above  20  of  them  in  the  four 
Veffels. 

After  the  Appearance  of  the  Englijh  Bri- 
gantine  upon  the  Lake,  none  of  the  French 
VefTels  appeared  there,  till  after  the  Garrifon 
was  made  Prifoners  ;  at  which  time  they  came 
to  Ofwego,  not  venturing  before  to  come  from 
behind  the  Ifland  off  *  Portland  Point  even  to 
cover  the  French  General's  Landing. 

*  Portland  Point  is  about  18  Miles  to  the  Eaftward  of 
Ofwego. 
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^J^l.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mercer,  Commanding 
Officer  at  Ofwego,  having  received  repeated 
Intelligence  that  the  Enemy  had  feme  Place 
or  Camp  about  30  Miles  to  the  Eaftward  of 
Ofwego  -,  and  particularly  on  the  6th  of  Augnfl, 
that  there  was  a  large  Encampment  of  French 
and  Indians  at  about  1 2  Miles  diftance  from 
Fort  Ontario  to  the  Eaftward,  difpatched  an 
Exprefs  Boat,  with  an  Account  of  it  in  a  Let- 
ter to  the  Commanding  Officer  upon  the  Lake, 
who  was  then  out  upon  a  Cruize  to  the  Weft- 
wardwith.  the  Brigantine  and  two  Sloops ;  let- 
ting him  know  that  he  intended  the  next  Day 
to  fend  400  Men  in  Whale-Boats  to  vifit  the 
Enemy,  and  defiring  him  to  keep  to  the  Eaft- 
ward, as  much  as  he  could,  in  order  to  cover 
the  Men  in  the  Boats,  and  hinder  the  Enemy 
from  approaching  nearer  j  but  inftead  of  com- 
plying therewith,  they  returned  the  next  Day 
to  Ofwego,  and  in  endeavouring  to  enter  the 
Harbour,  the  Brigantine  was  driven  by  a  Gale 
of  Wind  upon  rocky  Ground,  where  fhe  lay 
beating  about  18  Hours,  and  was  afterwards 
forced  to  heave  down,  in  order  to  have  a  falfe 
Keel. 

Aug.  7.  Monfieur  Montcalm,  the  French  General, 
having  Intelligence  given  him  of  the  Situation 
of  the  Engli/lj  Veffels,  that  the  Brigantine  was 
ftranded,  and  the  other  two  returned  into 
Harbour,  took  the  Opportunity  of  tranfport- 
ing  and  landing  his  Artillery  and  Troops  in 
Boats,  within  a  Mile  and  an  half  of  Fort  On- 
tario i  which,  as  the  French  Officers  declared 

after; 
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after  Opwego  was  taken,  he   could   not  have    1756. 
done,  had  our  VelTels  been  out  to  the  EaJi-^^v^mJ 
ward.  * 

Their  Artillery,  for  drawing  which  they 
tranfported  35  Horfes,  confifted  of  about 
32  Pieces  of  Cannon  from  12  to  24 
Pounders,  feveral  large  Brafs  Mortars  and 
Hoyets  (among  which  was  the  Artillery  taken 
from  General  Braddock  at  the  Monongahela) 
and  were  all  brought  in  Battoes  from  Portland 
Point,  as  they  could  not  have  been  tranfported 
by  Land  from  thence,  on  Account  of  the  great 
Number  of  Swamps,  drowned  Lands,  and 
Creeks  in  the  Way  ;  their  Forces  confided  of 
about  1800  Regular  Troops,  2500  Canadeans, 
and  500  Indians. 

As  difadvantageous  Accounts  have  been 
given  of  the  Behaviour  of  the  Garrifon  of 
Ofwego  (which  confifled  of  Part  of  his  Ma- 
jeffy's  late  50th  and  51ft  Regiments,  and  the 
Newjerfey  Regiment  of  Irregulars,  during  the 
time  of  the  Siege ;  it  is  a  Point  of  Juftice  due 
to  thofe  Troops  to  fet  their  Behaviour  in  a 
true  Light ;  which  makes  the  inferting  a  par- 
ticular Journal  of  the  Siege  unavoidable  ;  that 
being  the  moil  unexceptionable  Method  of 
doing  it. 

<  About  Noon  the  Enemy  began  the  Attack  Aug.  11, 
4  of  Fort  Ontario  with  the   Fire  of  their  Muf- 
■  quetry,  which  was  returned  with  fmall  Arms 
1  and  eight  Cannon  from  the  Fort,  and  Shells 
'  from  the  other  Side  of  the  River  :   The  Gar- 

*  Vide  Appendix,  Numbers  5,  6. 

'  rifon 
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1756.    *  rifon  on  the  Weft  Side  of  the  River  was  thii 

■ — *~""^ £  Day  employed  in  repairing  the  Battery  on  the 

'  South  Side  of  the  old  Fort ;   and  that  Night 

*  the  Enemy  were  employed  in  making  their 
?  Approaches  to  Fort  Ontario  (which  they  did 

*  by  breaking  Ground  and  intrenching)  and  in 

■  bringing  up  their  Cannon  againft  it. 

1  This  Morning  the  Enemy  renewed  the  Fire 
1  of  their  fmall  Arms  on  Fort  Ontario,  which 
'  was  continued  all  Day,  and  returned  from  the 
f  Fort  in  the  fame  Manner  as  the  Day  before. 

'At  Day-break  this  Day  a  large  Number  of 
{  Battoes  were  difcovered  on  the  Lake  in  their 
c  Way  to  join  the  Enemy's  Camp,  on  which 
I  the  two  Sloops  were  again  fent  out  with  Or- 
'  derstoget  between  the  Battoes  and  the  Camp  -, 
'  but  before  they  came  up,  the  Battoes  had  fe- 
'  cured  themfelves  under  the  Fire  of  the  Can- 
1  non  at  the  French  Camp,  whereupon  the 
'  Sloops  came  in  again  towards  Evening  ;  the 

*  Garrifon  on  the  Well:  Side  were  this  Day  em- 
4  ployed  as  the  Day  before,  and  in  the  Even* 

*  ing  a  Detachment  was  made  of  100  Men 
c  of  the  50th  and  126  of  the  New  Jerfey  Re- 

■  giment  under  the  Command  of  Col.  Schuyler 
'  to  take  PoiTemon  of  the  *Fort  on  the  Hill  to 
c  the  Southward  of  the  old  Fort,  and  under  the 
'  Direction  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  who  were  to 
'  put  it  into  the  beft  State  of  Defence  they 
\  could  :  in  which  Work  they  were  employed 
'  all  the  following  Night. 

*  This  was  an  eflential  Part  of  the  Defence  of  Ofwego, 
but  nothing  was  done  towards  finifhing  it  after  the  Winter, 
"      that  Mr.  Sbtrlcy  left  Ofwego. 
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*  The  Enemy  continued  their  Approaches  to  *?S& 
*  Fort  Ontario,  and  notwithftanding  the  con-^^T 
'  ftant  Fire  kept  upon  them  from  the  Fort,  and  ' 
the  lofs  of  their  Chief  Engineer,  who  was 
killed  in  the  Trenches,  about  ten  o'Clock  that 
Morning,  had  a  Battery  of  Cannon  ready  to 
open  within  60  Yards  of  it  -,  an  Account  of 
which  the  Commandant  of  the  Fort  imme- 
diately fent  to  Lieutenrnt  Colonel  Mercer  -, 
about  twelve  o'Clock  Colonel  Mercer  fent 
them  Orders  to  evacuate  that  Fort,  firft  de- 
stroying their  Cannon,  Ammunition,  and 
Provifions  ;  about  three  the  Garrifon  quitted 
the  Fort  and  managed  their  Retreat  fo,  as  to 
pafs  the  River  and  join  the  Troops  on  the 
Weft  Side  without  the  lofs  of  a  Man  ;  thefe 
Troops  being  about  370  were  immediately- 
ordered  to  join  Colonel  Schuyler  at  the  Fort 
on  the  Hill  to  the  Southward  of  the  old  Fort, 
and  employed  all  the  following  Night  in  en- 
deavouring to  compleat  the  Work  of  that 
Fort ;  in  the  Morning  of  this  Day  the  large 
Brigantine  being  off  the  Rocks  and  repaired 
a  Detachment  of  about  §0  Men  of  the  Garri- 
fon was  put  on  board  her  and  the  two  Sloops 
in  order  to  go  out  immediately,  but  the  Wind 
continuing  to  blow  directly  into  the  Harbour 
rendered  it  impoffible  for  them  to  get  out  be-* 
fore  the  Place  was  furrendered:  This  Night, 
as  well  as  the  Night  before,  Parties  of  the 
Enemy's  Irregulars  made  feverai  Attempts  to 
furprize  the  advanced  Guards  and  Entries  on 
the  Weft  Side  of  the  River,  but  did  not 
Q*_  *  fuccesdi 
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s  fucceed  in  any  of  them.  On  the  Eaft  Side  of 
«  the  River  the  Enemy  were  this  Night  em-^ 
c  ployed  in  bringing  up  their  Cannon  and 
c  railing  a  Battery  againft  the  old  Fort  j  the 

*  Garrifon  keeping  a  conftant  Fire  of  Cannon 

*  and  Shells  on  them  from  thence  and  the 
«  Works  about  the  Fort  -,  the  Cannon  which 
e  mod:  annoyed  the  Enemy,  were  four  Pieces 
f  which  were  reverfed  on  the  Platforms  of  an 

*  Earthen  Work,  that  furrounded  the  old  Fort, 
c  and  which  was  intirely  enfiladed  by  the  Ene- 
«  my's  Battery  on  the  oppofite  Shore ;  in  this 
'  Situation,  without  the  lead  Cover,  the  Train 
'  affiited  by  a  Detachment  of  50  of  the  50th 
'  Regiment  behaved  remarkably  well. 

'  At  Day-break  the  Garrifon  renewed  the 
4  Fire  of  their  Cannon  on  that  Part  of  the  op- 

*  pofite  Shore,  where  they  had  the  Evening 
1  before  obferved  the  Enemy  at  Work  in  raifing 
c  a  Battery ;  and  the  Enemy  returned  the  Fire 
'  from  a  Battery  of  10  Cannon   12  Pounders, 

*  and  were  preparing  one  of  Mortars  and 
'  Hoyets ;  about  nine  o'Clock  this  Morning 
'  2500  of  the  Enemy  paiTed  over  in  three  Co- 
«  lumns  from  the  Eaft  to  the  Weft  Side  of  the 
£  River,  in  order  to  attack  the  Garrifon  on  that 
4  Side  :  Upon  this  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mercer, 
c  on  being  informed  that  the  Enemy  were  paf- 
c  fing  the  River  and  not  knowing  their  Nun> 
c  ber,  ordered  Colonel  Schuyler  with  500  Men 

*  to  oppofe  them  ;  which  would  accordingly 

*  have  been  done,  had  not  Colonel  Mercer  been 

*  killed  by  a  Cannon  Ball  a  few  Minutes  after: 

1  About 
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c  About  ten  o'Clock  the  Enemy's  Battery  of  i756« 

*  Mortars  was  ready  to  play,  ail  the  Garriibn's       *"" 
'  Places  of  Defence  either  enfiladedor  ruined  by 

*  the  confhnt  Fire  of  the  Enemy's  Cannon; 
c  2500  of  their  Irregulars  and  Indians  on  their 
{  Backs  ready  to  ftorm  it  on  that  Side,  and  1750 

*  of  their  Regulars  ready  to  land  in  their  Front 
'  under  the  Fire  of  the  French  Cannon  :  The 

*  Garrifon  (which  did  not  confiftof  above  1050 
1  Men)  was  in  this  Situation  when  Lieutenant 
c  Colonel  LittlehaleS)  who  fucceeded  Colonel 
€  Mercer  m  the  Command,  called  a  Council  of 
1  War,  who  were,  with  the  Engineer,  unani- 
c  moufly  of  opinion,  that  the  Works  were  no 
'  longer  tenable,  and  that  it  was  by  no  means 
i  prudent  to  rifque  a  Storm  with  fuch  unequal 
{  Numbers. 

c  On  beatinsr  the  Chamade  the  Fire  ceafed 

o 

c  on  both  Sides,  but  the  French  improved  this 

*  Opportunity  to  bring  up  more  Cannon  and  to 
'  advance  the  main  Body  of  their  Troops  within 
c  Mufket-fhot  of  the  Garrifon,  and  every  thing 
1  was  prepared  for  a  Storm;  hereupon  two  Of- 
1  fleers  were  fent  to  the  French  General  to  know 

*  the  Terms,  he  would  grant ;  upon  which  he 

*  made  Anfvver,  that  the  Englijk  were  an  Enemy 
he  efteemed  ;  that  none  but  a  brave  Nation 
'  would  have  thought  of  defending  fo  weak  a 
■  Place  fo  long,  againft  fuch  a  ftrong  Train  of 
J  Artillery  and  fuperior  Numbers  j    that  the 

*  Garrifon  might  expect  whatever  Terms  were 
1  confident  with  the  Service  of  his  mod  Chri- 
<  ilian  Majeny.' 

During  the  whole  Time  of  the  Siege  the 
Q.^2  -  Soldiers 


[  m6  I 
1756.  Soldiers  behaved  with  a  remarkable  Refolution 
** "v~""*''and  Intrepidity  againft  the  Enemy,  exerting 
themfelves  to  the  utmoft  in  the  Defence  of 
the  Place,  in  every  Part  of  Duty  ;  and  it  was 
with  great  Reluctance,  that  they  were  per- 
fuaded  by  their  Officers  to  lay  down  their 
Arms  after  the  Garrifon  had  capitulated,  fome 
of  them  being  fo  flrongly  bent  againft.  it,  as  to 
fuffer  themfelves  to  be  knocked  at  Head  by 
the  Enemy,  rather  than  to  fubmit  to  it.  * 

Immediately  after  the  Surrender  of  Ofwego, 
the  French  demolished  the  Works  there  and 
embarked  with  their  Prifoners,  Provifions, 
Artillery  and  Booty  for  Fort  Front enac  in  their 
Way  back  to  Montreal. 

From  this  Account  of  the  Siege  it  appears, 
that  Ofwego  would  not  have  been  taken  by  the 
Forces,  which  the  French  brought  againft  it, 
without  a  Train  of  Artillery. 

That  a  Train  of  Artillery  could  not  have 

*  Soon  after  the  Surrender  of  Ofwego  the  following  Ac- 
count of  it  was  fent  in  a  public  Letter  to  be  laid  before  the 
Anemblyof  the  Majfachufets  Bay,  viz.  ««  that  Fott  Ontaria 
6'  was  abandoned  after  being  fired  on  with  fmall  Arms  two 
"  Days,  ivitbeut  even  having  one  Carman  brought  up  to  it?' 

Reports  were  likewife  propagated  and  gained  Credit  in 
England,  that  the  50th  and  5  ill  Regiments  confifted  of 
tranfported  Convicts  and  Irijh  Roman  Catholics,  who,  by 
their  mutinous  Behaviour,  had  contributed  to  theLofs  of  the 
Place ;  this  might  be  fhewn  in  every  Part  to  be  mere  Ca- 
lumny ;  but  the  real  Behaviour  of  the  Troops  in  the  De- 
fence of  the  Place  fufficiently  confute  it. 

Reports  were  likewife  propagated  greatly  to  theDifadvan- 
tage  of  the  Officers  of  both  Regiments ;  but  their  known 
Characters,  and  the  Behaviour  of  feveral  of  them,  upon 
other  Occafions,  in  his  Majejiy's  Service,  as  well  as  this, 
£re  fuffrcient  to  vindicate  their  Honour. 
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been  tranfported  there  but  by  Water  Carriage    '■ 
acrofs  the  Lake. 

That  from  the  Behaviour  of  the  French 
VefTels  upon  the  Lake,  and  by  the  Confeffion 
of  the  French  Officers  themfelves  after  the 
Surrender  of  Ofwego  >  the  E?7g!(/h  VefTels, 
which  were  actually  fitted  out  before  the 
Siege,  were  of  fumcient  Force  to  have  pre- 
vented the  French  from  tranfporting  their  Ar- 
tillery to  Ofwego  ;  and  confequently  if  the 
new  Snow  and  Sloop  Ofwego  had  been  in  a 
Condition  to  have  acted  upon  the  Lake,  it 
would  have  rendered  it  abfolutely  impracti- 
cable for  the  Enemy  to  have  brought  their 
Artillery  to  Ofwegoy  even  without  the  occa- 
fional  Amflance  of  the  Whale-Boats. 

That  at  all  Events,  if,  in  Addition  to  the 
five  arm'd  VefTels,  the  Garrifon  had  been 
ftrengthen'd  with  iooo  Battoe-men,  and  with 
the  Indians  depended  on  from  *  Sir  William 
fohnfon  (all  which  was  the  Force  defign'd,  and 
preparing  by  Mr.  Shirley  for  the  Protection  of 
the  Place)  or  even  without  thofe  Indians;  in  all 
Probability  Ofwego  would  have  been  preferv'd : 
But  if  in  Addition  to  this  Force,  the  Garrifon 
had  been  ilill  further  flrengthen'd  with  the 
44th  Regiment,  as  it  doubtlefs  ought  to  have 
been  upon  receiving  Intelligence  of  the  Ene- 
my's intended  Attack,  that  muft  have  put  the 
Security  of  the  Place  out  of  all  doubt. 

And  with  regard  to  the  Expedition  againft 

*  Sir  IVillicnn  Jchnfon  did  not  proceed  from  Odondago  to 
Ofwego  as  he  was  directed  and  had  promifed  to  do. 

Crown 
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Crown  Point,  it  appears,  that  if  the  Provincial 
'Troops  and  *  2  Regiments  of  Regulars,  which 
was  the  Force  deftin'd  by  Mr.  Shirley  for  that 
Service,  had  proceeded  in  it  by  the  Middle 
of  July,  which  was  the  Time  when  the  Pro- 
vincials actually  begun  their  March  from  Half 
Moon,  and  the  48th  Regiment  from  Albany  (in 
which  Cafe  they  would  have  come  before  Tz- 
cnderoge  in  the  Abfence  of  Mr.  Montcalm  and 
his  4500  Men,  that  were  then  upon  Lake  On- 
tario) they  would,  in  all  Probability,  have  been 
ftrong  enough  to  have  fucceeded  in  their  At- 
tempt againft  the  Force,  v/hich  the  Enemy 
could  then  have  for  the  Defence  of  their  Forts 

in  that  Quarter  : It  is  apparent,  that  the 

French  had  fuch  Apprehenfions  from  Mr. 
Montcalm  s  being  fo  much  in  hafle  to  deftroy 
the  Works  at  Ofwego,  and  return  with  his 
Forces  towards  Crown  Point : — But  if  the  At- 
tempt againfl;  Crown  Point  had  not  been  effect- 
ed before  Mr.  Montcalm  %  Arrival  there  to 
ftrengthen  that  and  Tionderoge,  yet  it  mull 
have  drawn  fuch  a  Part  at  leaft  of  his  Forces 
from  the  Lake,  as  would  not  only  have  pre- 
vented his  making  any  Attempt  again  it  Of 
wegOj  but  have  put  it  into  the  Power  of  the 
Troops  ported  at  Ofwego  and  the  Paffes  be- 
tween that  and  Albany,  when  ftrengthen'd  with 
the  44th  Regiment  and  Companies  of  Battoe- 
men,  in  conjunction  with   our  whole  Naval 

*  Tho'  the  44th  Regiment  was  deftin'd  at  laft  for  Ofwego, 
which  would  have  prevented  its  proceeding  to  Crown  Point, 
according  to  its  firft  Deftination;  yet,  there  were  Otivays 
and  the  Highland  Regiments  to  fupply  its  room. 

Force, 
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Force,  to  have  made  a  fuccefsful  Attempt  at  1756, 
leafi  again  ft  Niagara,  if  not  again  ft  Fort  jFnw-*-**- 

tenac : One  of  the  moft  eiTential  Points  in 

the  Plan  concerted  by  Mr.  Shirley  at  New 
Tcrk  for  carrying  on  one  Expedition  againft 
the  French  upon  Lake  Ontario,  and  another 
againft  Crown  Point  in  1756  was,  that  both 
Attempts  mould  be  made  at  the  fame  Time: 
And  Experience  feems  to  have  evinced  how 
right  fuch  a  Proceeding  would  have  been  in 
this  Cafe. 

The  Defection  of  the  Indians  of  the  Five 
Nations,  thofe  of  the  Mohawks  only  excepted, 
who  now  make  but  make  an  inconfiderable  Part 
of  their  Number,  followed  the  Misfortune  at 
Ofwego  fo  cloiely,  that  it  has  been  looked  up- 
on as  the  neceflary  Confequence  of  it ;  and 
imputed  to  Mr.  Shirley  by  thofe,  who  have 
endeavoured  to  fix  the  Blame  of  the  Lofs  of 
Ofwego  upon  him  :  It  is  therefore  neceflary 
for  his  Vindication  in  this  Point  to  ftate  the 
Meafures,  by  which  thefe  Cantons  or  Tribes 
of  Indians  were  loft. 

After  the  Lofs  of  Ofwego  the  Oneida  Carry- 
ing-place was,  from  its  Situation,  the  principal 
Pais  below  it,  not  only  for  covering  the  Eng- 
lifi  Settlements  upon  the  Mohawks  River,  and 
even  the  City  of  *  Albany  itfelf,  but  for  keep- 

*  The  City  of  Albany  is  fo  commanded  by  circumja- 
cent Kills  in  that  Part  of  it,  which  lies  next  to  the  Mo- 
hawks River  and  Indian  Country,  that  it  cannot  be  made 
defenfible  againif.  the  Incurfions  of  the  Enemy  from  that 
Quarter. 
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*?5&  ing  hold  of  the  Indian  Country,  efpecially  that 
'"""^  of  the  Oneidas,  Tufcaroras,  and  two  Caftles  of 
the  Mohawks,  and  putting  it  into  the  Power  of 
the  Englijh  to  recover  Ofwego  itfelf :  one  of  the 
Reafons  why  the  greateft  Part  of  thefe  Indians 
have  been  of  late  wTavering  in  the  Intereft  of 
the  Englifli  is,  that  they  had  conceived  an 
Opinion,  that  the  French  would,  by  their  con- 
tinual Artifices  for  gaining  Ground  upon  the 
Englifi  Settlements,  finally  become  Mafters 
of  the  Country  ;  which  hath  given  thefe  £n- 
dians  fome  Dread  of  them  ;  fo  that  the  only 
poffible  Method  left  for  retrieving  the  bad  Ef- 
fects, which  the  late  Blow  fuftained  at  Of 
wego  muft  have  made  upon  them,  and  for  pre- 
ferving  them  in  a  Dependance  Upon  the 
Crown  of  Great  Biitain,  was  to  convince 
them  at  this  Crifis,  that  the  Englijh  were  de- 
termined to  keep  PofTeftion  of  their  Country 
againft  the  French,  notwithstanding  the  late 
Misfortune  at  Ofwego,  and  effectually  protect: 
them,  if  they  remained  faithful,  or  if  other- 
wife,  to  curb  them  :  The  general  Difpofition, 
which  all  thefe  Indians  had  lately  manifefted, 
to  put  themfelves  under  the  more  immediate 
Protection  of  the  Englijh  by  preffing  Mr.  Shir- 
ley to  have  Forts  built  for  them  at  their  re- 
fpective  Caftles,  and  garrifon'd  with  Englifi 
Troops  for  their  Defence  againft  the  French) 
afforded  a  favourable  Opportunity  for  doing 
this  j  it  was  therefore  of  the  greateft  Im- 
portance, after  the  Lofs  of  Ofivegoi  to  have 
'    •  fortified 
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Fortified  and  fecured   the  Pafs  at  Oneida 
ftrongly  as  was  poffible. 

It  has  been  before  obferved,  that  on  the 
1 2th  of  Augtiji  General  Webb  marched  from 
'ScbenecJada  with  the  44th  Regiment,  Battoe- 
men,  &c>  deftined  for  Ofwego. 

The  *  Commanding  Officer  at  the  'Great Aug.  17. 
Carrying-place  received  the  firll  NeWs  of  Of- 
wego's  being  taken,  and  immediately  difpatch'd 
an  Account  of  it  by  Exprefs  to  General  Webb, 
who  was  then  advanced  as  far  as  the  German 
Fiats,  and  in  the  mean  time  made  what  Pre- 
parations he  could  for  defending  that  Pafs  at 
Oneida,  where  there  then  was  about  500 
Troops  pofted. 

He  received  Orders  from  General  Webb,  in  Aug.  19. 
Anfwer  to  his  Letter,   to  employ  as  large  a 
Party  as   he  could    fpare  in  obftrucling  the 
PafTage  of  the  Wood  Creek  for  24  Miles,  by 
felling  of  Trees  acrofs  it. 

Some  Indians  complained  to  the  Command-  Aug.idi 
ing  Officer  at  the  Carrying-place  of  this  Pro- 
ceeding ;  which  they  obferved  was  flopping 
the  Communication  between  them  and  their 
Brethren  of  the  Five  Nations,  and  afked,  whe- 
ther the  Englifh  intended  to  forfake  them,  and 
give  them  up  to  the  French. 

On  the  fame  Day,  a  few  Hours  after  this 
Complaint  was  made,  General  Webb  arrived  at 
the  Oneida  Carrying-place,  with  the  44th  Re- 
giment, and   Part  of  the  three  Independent 

*  Major  Craven  of  Sir  William  Peppereli's  Regiment. 

R  Companies 
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1756-   Companies  of  New  York,    and   immediately 
^^^fent  out  frefh  Parties  to  aflift  in  flopping  up 
the  ParTage  of  the  Wood  Creek. 

Upon  the  Arrival  of  the  44th  Regiment  at 
the  Carrying-place,  there  were  about  1500 
Regular  Troops  there,  which,  together  with 
the  Battoe-men,  Seamen,  &c.  made  upwards 
of  2500  fighting  Men;  and  Sir  William  John- 
fon  was  then  marching  thither  with  the 
Albany  Militia. 

A  few  Days  after  General  Webb  encamp'd, 
and  an  Intrenchment  and  Breaft-work  were 
thrown  up,  for  fortifying  of  which  they  had 
upwards  of  28  Cannon  upon  the  Place. 

About  this  time  repeated  Intelligence  was 
received,  that  the  Enemy  had  left  OJwego,  and 
were  marching  back  towards  Crown  Point. 
.  The  Battoes  at   the  Oneida  Carrying-place 

were  ordered  to  be  loaded  with  all  the  Stores, 
Cannon,  Ammunition,  and  Provifions,  which 
were  there. 
Aug.  3T.  All  the  Forts  at  the  Carrying-place  were  or- 
dered to  be  pulled  down,  burnt,  and  de- 
ftroyed. 

The  Troops  and  all  the  other  Forces  re- 
treated to  the  *  German  Flats,  where  they  ar- 
rived the  Day  following,  and  to  which  Place 
Sir  William  John/on  had  advanced  with  the 
Militia,  but  upon  Notice  of  General  Webb's 
Retreat  from  the  Carrying-place,  had  difmified 

*  The  German  Flats  is  upwards  of  50  Miles  from  the 
Oneida  Carrying-place  towards  Scheneftada. 
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them;  and  it  was  obferved  that  whilft  the 
Troops  were  there,  the  Indians  frequently  in-**" 
fulted  the  Sentries  on  their  Pofts  at  Night, 
by  upbraiding  them  with  the  lofs  of  Ofwego, 
and  the  Deftruction  of  the  Forts  at  the  Carry- 
ing-place. * 

The  further  Effect,  which  thefe  Proceed- 
ings had  upon  the  Indians  is  contained  in  the 
following  Declaration  made  by  an  intelligent 
Perfon  of  good  Credit,  viz.  "  That  he  per- 
"  fonally  knew  many  of  the  Indians  of  the  Six 
"  Nations  by  feeing  them  at  their  Catties  and 
"  at  Ofwego,  where  they  came  as  Friends  to 
<c  the  Englifo,  and  had  frequent  Conferences 
"  with  General  Shirley,  and  in  his  Abfence 
<e  with  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Gar- 
"  rifon  ;  that  he  was  taken  Prifoner  at  Ofwe- 
<c  go,  and  carried  to  Quebec,  where  he  reiided 
"  fourteen  Months,  and  left  it  OBober  the  4th 
"  I757  »  tnat  during  his  flay  there  he  heard 
"  it  commonly  affirmed  by  the  French,  that 
"  the  Indians,  who  ufed  to  be  in  the  EnglifJ} 
"  Intereft,  had,  fince  the  Lofs  of  Ofwego, 
<c  and  the  Rnglijh  quitting  immediately  after- 
"  wards  the  Great  Carrying-place  at  Oneida 
"  been  joining  the  French  ;  and  that  hefaw 
<{  and  fpoke  with  at  Quebec,  many  Scores  of 
"  the  Indians  of  the  Oneidas^ufcavoras,  Onon- 
<c  dagos,  Cayugas,  and  Senecas,   all  of  the  Six 

*  The  foregoing  Account  of  the  March  to  the  Oneida 
Carrying-place  and  Retreat  from  thence  is  founded  upon  the 
Journal  of  thefe  Proceedings  taken  by  an  Officer  upon  the 
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1756.  iC  Nations,  whom  he  knew,  and  had  feen  at 
*?'v"***'<<  Ofwego  or  at  their  Head  Quarters,  and  who  did 
"  then  profefs  themfelves  Friends  to  the  Eng- 
"  lijh  $  he  further  declares,  that  two  Officers 
"  formerly  of  Colonel  Schuyler's  Regiment > 
<l  who  were  taken  Prifoners  laft  Summer  on 
'*  Lake  George,  when  employed  upon  a  Party 
*c  under  the  Command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
(<  Parker,  told  him  at  Quebec,  that  there  were 
"  between  three  and  four  hundred  Indians  of 
*'  the  before-named  Tribes  among  the  Enemy's, 
Jc  Party,  which  took  them  Prifoners/' 
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N°  I 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Johnfon 
to  Major  General  Shirley  dated  Fort  John-* 
fon,  2 2d  April  1756, 


I  Have  agreed  with  a  Perfon  to  build  a 
Fort  for  the  Cneidas  -,  and  I  expecl:  it 
will  be  foon  put  in  hand :  I  am  about  agree- 
ing with  another  Perfon  for  one  for  the 
Onondagos,  the  Senecas,  the  Aughquageys  and 
Scoharee  Indians^  who  have  all  applied  to 
me  for  Forts  j  I  think  with  your  Excellency; 
that  they  are  a  necejfary,  and  will  be  found, 
I  doubt  not,  a  very  ufeful  Meafure," 


wpi 
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N°  II. 

The    Declaration    of   James    Crawford    and 
Edward  Brooks. 

*y[Ames  Crawford  and  Edward  Brooks  be- 
jf  longing  to  a  Company  of  Men  employed 
to  clear  Wood  Creek  for  making  a  free  ParTage 
from  ScheneBady  to  Ofwego,  declare  that  they 
left  Ofwego  the  3d  of  July  laft,  that  there  was 
about  fourteen  hundred  Troops,  and  about  one 
hundred  Carpenters  there  at  that  Time,  and 
the  Garrifon  was  very  healthy,  there  being  not 
more  than  four  or  five  Men  then  ill;  that  there 
was  a  ftrong  picketed  Fort  on  the  North  Side 
of  the  River  Ofwego  called  Fort  Ontario 
mounted  with  feveral  Pieces  <$f  Cannon  and 
Swivels,  and  was  garrifoned  with  about  three 
or  four  hundred  Men  ;  that  there  was  likewife 
three  VefTels  in  Lake  Ontario  well  fitted,  and 
two  more  to  be  launched  that  Day  they  came 
away;  in  three  Days  after  they  left  Ofwego  the 
Snow  then  on  the  Stocks  was  likewife  to  be 
launched,  and  that  at  the  great  Carrying-place 
was  twenty-four  Cannon  fix  Pounders  for  the 
aforefaid  VefTels  which  was  brought  there  the 
twenty-fourth  of  July,  and  remained  there  for 

Colonel 
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Colonel  Bradftreefs  Arrival,  to  be  tranfported 
to  O/wego. 

Bofton,  Sept.  6th,  1756. 

James  Crawford. 
Edward  Brooks. 

Province  of  the  7  Suffolk  fs. 

Maffachufets  Bay. \Bofton,  Sept.  6th,  1756. 

The  abovenamed  James  Crawford  and  Ed- 
ward Brooks  perfonally  appeared  before  me 
the  Subfcriber,  one  of  his  Majefty's  Juftices 
of  the  Peace  for  faid  County,  and  made  folemn 
Oath  to  the  Truth  of  the  above  Declaration 
by  them  fubfcribed. 

Dan.  Henchman. 


N°  III. 

ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Bradftreet  to 
Major  General  Shirley,  dated  Albany  ibth 
July  1756., 

"  *"""]  r^He  48th  Regiment  is  gone  from  hence 
"  A  to-day  for  Fort  William  Henry,  and 
<c  the  New  England  Troops,  &c.  left  the  Half 
"  Moon  Yefterdav." 

N°  IV. 
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N°  IV. 

Extract  of  the  Declaration  of  Mr.  ttifklandi 
late  Surgeon  of  the  $\ft  Regiment, 

"  TTPON  my  Arrival  at  Albany  from 
"  \^J  Ofwego  on  the  nth  of  July  I  gave 
<f  General  Abercrombie  a  particular  Account 
"  of  the  State  of  that  Place,  and  the  Danger 
"  it  was  in  of  an  Attack  from  the  French »> 
<c  having,  before  I  left  Ofwego^  received  In- 
*c  telligence  that  the  French  were  collecting 
"  their  Troops  towards  that  Place  -,  which 
"  Information  was  likewife  afterwards  con- 
u  firmed  by  fome  French  Prifoners,  we  had 
u  taken  in  the  A&ion  with  the  French  upon 
"  the  River  Onondago  :  I  alfo  delivered  Ge- 
"  neral  Abercrombie  at  the  fame  time,  feveral 
,c  public  Letters  and  Accounts,  which  were 
<c  fent  by  me  from  Ofwego ;  upon  which  the 
"  44th  Regiment  was  ordered  to  hold  itfelf 
"  in  Readinefs  (with  the  Battoe-men  under 
"  Captain  Bradftreet)  to  march  for  Ofwego  at 
"  an  Hour's  Warning." 


N°  V. 
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N°  V. 

Extras  of  a  Letter  from  an  Officer  in  his  Ma* 
jejtys  $oth  Regiment  of  Foot,  who  was  taken 
Frijoner  at  Ofwego,  to  Major  General  Shir- 
ley, dated  Dartmouth  Dec.  zotk  1756. 

£  ^"JpHIS   only  I  think  my  Duty  to  de- 
■     X      clare,  that  I  heard  the  French  Of- 

'  ficers  fay,  that  they  were  greatly  afraid  that 
the  Englifh  VefTels,  which  were  actually 
fitted  out  for  the  Lake  and  much  fuperior 

c  to  theirs  (as  theyfaid)  would  have  obftrucl:- 
"  ed  and  hindered  them  in  tranfporting  their 

'«  Artillery  and  landing  it;  and  that  they  did 
"  not   know  what  the  Confequence  would 

'■  have  been,  if  our  VefTels  had  kept  out  to 
,c  the  Eaftward,  that  they  landed  their  Ar- 
"  tillery  in  Battoes,  and  that  they  conftantly 
f«  dragged  their  Battoes  on  Shore  every  Day 
"  for  fear  of  our  VerTels,  and  proceeded  in  the 
"  Night  on  that  Account." 
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N°  VI. 

Declaration  of  an  Officer  of  Major  General! 
Sir  William  PepperellV  late  Regiment,  who 
was  fent  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Littlehales, 
Commanding  Officer  at  Ofwego,  with  a  Flag 
df 'Truce  to  /&  Marquis  de  Montcalm  com-* 
manding  the  French  Forces  at  the  taking  of 
Ofwego,  and  was  by  him  detained  as  an 
Hoftage,  during  the  Ratification  of  the  Capi~> 
tulation,  in  the  French  Camp,  viz. 

f c  /"p  HAT  he  heard  the  Marquis  of  Mont- 
tc       I '    calm  and  feveral   other  French  Of- 

"  fleers  declare,  in  the  way  of  Difcourfe  with 

<c  him,  that  they  took  the  Opportunity  of  the 

<£  Englifi  Brigantine's   being  on  Ground  and 

<c  the  other  VefTels  being  in  Harbour  to  tran- 

c<  fport  their  Train  of  Artillery  acrofs  the  Bay 

c<  in  Battoes,  which  would  have  been  next  to 

"  impomble  to  have  been  brought  any  other 

"  way,  as  they  afterwards  found,  owing  tothe 

fc  Shore  and    the  Situation  of  Fort  Ontario, 

<{  where  they  begun  the  Attack." 

N°  VII. 
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